May 5, 2019 — Third Sunday of Easter

May 5, 2019
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Catherine West
Requested by
Sal & Serafina Maraviglia

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Donato Mitrani, Gerard Johnston, Deborah Pizzo
Patricia Zeolla,
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, May 5 (Third Sunday of Easter)
7:00
Vincent Sciarrillo (Juanita Wuttke)
9:00
Luis Zapata (Dcn. Mike & Ann DeBellis)
10:30 Stanislaw Lajewski (Loving Daughter & Family), Ann A.
Woods (The Zilinskas Family), Victor A. Alfiero (The
Vessa Family), Debra Gaughan (Martin Gaughan), Candida
Rosa Busigo (Nydia & Family), Miguel Angel Mejias
(Raul & Family)
12:00 Joanne Simonella (Doreen & Stan)
5:00
Fannie Muzzonigro (Doreen & Danny Probst)
Monday, May 6
7:00 Anthony Regan Brown (The Marchany Family)
9:00 Anthony Catalano (Norm & Jean Kalish)
Tuesday, May 7
7:00 Lorita McCoy James (The Marchany Family)
8:45 Liana Ferrante (Sally & Giulio Ferrante)
Wednesday, May 8
7:00 Malcolm Bernard Brown (The Marchany Family)
9:00 Michael Melenchuk (Janet Kramer)
Thursday, May 9
7:00 Sheila Gilroy (Loving Daughter)
9:00 Cathy West (Lorraine & Linda)
Friday, May 10
7:00 Gerard B. Greek (Loving Family)
9:00 Wyatt, Amelia, Meggie & Madelyn Llanes (LIVING)
Saturday, May 11
8:00
In Thanksgiving for St. Joseph
5:00
Joan Jamieson (Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Erato), Dr. Natalie
Assalone (Ann Rizzo), Maureen Staley (Robyn, Michelle,
& Brittany), Catalto John Sabatiele (Gail & Maron
Tomasson), Dennis Knapp (Michael & Sonia Emilio),
Joseph Fermo (The Pena Family)
Sunday, May 12 (Fourth Sunday of Easter)
7:00
Bridie McWeeney (Loving Daughters Mary & Ann)
9:00
Emma Rivera (Loving Mom, Dad & Son)
10:30 Joan Mary Doherty (Tony & Lucy Luttenberger)
12:00 Mothers Day Novena, Dorothy Dorfer (Jack & Jo-Ann
Garritano), Ann M. Oswiecimski (Jim & Marie Lawrence),
Joseph Diubaldo Jr. (Girl Scout Troop 2767), Matthew
Heaqly (Janel Biehl), Eileen Clark (The Rohan Family)
5:00
Mr. & Mrs. Elias Arthur Brown Sr/ (The Marchany Family)

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading, Peter and the Apostles are reprimanded for
teaching in Jesus’ name, but they do not stop for they are obedient
only to God’s authority. John’s vision in the reading from
Revelation is of all creation giving glory to the slain Lamb. In the
Gospel, Jesus appears to the disciples after his resurrection.

Our Easter Retreat Is This Week!
We Are All Created In Love And Called To Be Holy!
Join Us As We Reflect On:
Obstacles to growing in Holiness and an invitation to grow beyond them (Monday)
We are created in love and we can glorify God, just by our life (Tuesday)
Committing ourselves to spread the Good News and growing in Holiness (Wednesday)
Our retreat leaders are Fr Mike Rieder and Maryanne Trezza
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 7:30 PM in the church!
We are all called to be missionary Disciples.
Knowing God’s love and living in that love will help us to live this call.
Be Holy, for I the LORD Your God am Holy! (LV (19:2)
Upcoming Events
We have a few reasons to celebrate as a community.
We are still in the midst of celebrating 50 years of
praying together in our church building. There are still a
few ministries who will be blessed at masses during the
coming weeks and months.
I met with the Parish Council a few weeks back and we
scheduled a few celebrations:
Our Parish Summer Party will be on Saturday July
20. At this party we will combine our Backwards
Drawing and Summer Raffle. Tickets will be
available later this month or early June. This party
will also have Basket Raffles, activities for kids,
entertainment and plenty of food (sausage, hot dogs,
burgers, and more). Keep an eye out for more
information - especially a request for helpers for this
party.
As our church building is celebrating a Golden
Jubilee, I am celebrating a Silver Jubilee. May 28 is
the 25th anniversary of my ordination to the
priesthood. The parish council and staff have
arranged a celebration of this milestone on Saturday,
June 29 beginning with the 5:00 mass and continuing
with a gathering in Carew Hall. Who knows, we
may even see a meat raffle at this party!
Because of this celebration on June 29, we are
making a change in our ordinary ministry party. We
are going to have a parish wide party in September to
celebrate our 50th year in our church building. This
party will celebrate all that we all do to build the
City of God here in Ronkonkoma. Because of the
wealth of different cultures in our community, we
are hoping to have an international celebration with
foods from many different countries, cultures, and
heritages represented in our community. We will
definitely need help with food for this celebration, so
pay attention to the bulletin, Facebook, and
announcements so that you can share the gifts of
your culture and cuisine with the rest of the
community.
We have many reasons to celebrate!
- Fr Mike

Repairs and Maintenance
I am truly moved by the generosity I so often witness in

this community. Think about this (and say a prayer of
thanksgiving for it too):
You raised enough money to replace the water tower in Fr
Vitus’ village in Nigeria. You also responded with
generosity to our annual special collection for our Parish
Outreach Program. In these two works of mercy, you
have helped many people with their daily needs.
But the safety announcement on airplanes always reminds
us of the need to take care of ourselves (put on your own
oxygen mask before helping another). You have done a
great job of taking care of our parish needs and I am very
thankful for this.
Over the last 20 months, your generosity has given us over
$140,000 toward repairs and maintenance on our property
- and we have needed every penny - THANK YOU!
The most notable upgrade has been the tilework in the
lower sanctuary and the carpeting up to the altar and in the
aisles of the church.
But there has been a lot of behind the scenes work done to
keep our aging buildings in shape.
We had to replace a boiler in the upper school
building along with replacing some classroom
radiators.
We have made some upgrades in the electric in the
church and school buildings, including LED lighting
to reduce our electric bill.
The sound system in the church has been upgraded.
We have had to make some upgrades in our A/C
system to keep up with current NY State codes.
There has been some septic and drainage repairs that
you may not notice but you would have noticed if they
weren’t done.
We have removed old trailers from the back yard and
completed a perimeter fence.
Our hope is that, in the next few months we can finish
with the needed repairs so we can begin to invest in
projects to make our property more inviting to all. Thank
you for all you have done and continue to do!
-Fr Mike
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Respect Life

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God

Pope Francis’ comments on abortion (this is a reprint of an article
from June of last year)
On Saturday, June 16th, 2018 Pope Francis was meeting with an Italian
family association. During this meeting, the Holy Father was moved to
stop using his prepared speech, and instead speak from the heart about
abortion, and the challenges that families face. The Holy Father lamented the fact that many young couples are not having children. Currently
the birth rate in Europe is less than two children per couple, which is
obviously not enough to maintain the population level. He also decried
the fact that couples are using prenatal testing to ascertain if there are
any malformations, or genetic disorders.
“The first proposal in such a case is, ‘do we get rid of it?’” Pope Francis
said. “The murder of children. To have an easy life, they get rid of an
innocent.”
Pope Francis then relayed a story he heard from one of his teachers
when he was young, which horrified him. The story was about children
being thrown from the mountain if they were born with malformations.
“Today we do the same thing,” he said.
“Last century, the whole world was scandalized by what the Nazis did to
purify the race. Today, we do the same thing but with white gloves,”
Francis said.
The Holy Father begged parents to accept children “as God gives them
to us.”
Pope Francis broadened his comments, to include what he has often
described as the “throwaway culture.” He reiterated the strict antiabortion teaching of the Church. The Holy Father has consistently condemned the way that the elderly, the poor, the sick, and the unborn, are
treated, and laments the lack of respect, dignity, and protection they are
offered by a society that instead values individual prowess. Pope Francis is known for having dedicated much of his pontificate to preaching
about families.
Pope Francis understands what abortion is, and the grave evil that accompanies it. We, as Catholics, must also recognize what abortion is.
We must take the time to research how the procedure is performed, and
what the results are, and the devastating damage that is done. The damage done not only to the poor child whose life is stolen, but to the parents of the child, and to their families. We must pray for these people
that Jesus Christ, through his Divine Mercy, will heal them. We must
take the time to understand the finances that drive the abortion industry,
and that today, in the US, we have countless people that are happy to
make their living off of the murder of innocent babies. We must pray for
these people that they recognize what it is they are doing, and repent.
We must understand the politics of abortion, which has been the single
most divisive political issue since slavery. We must pray for the proabortion politicians, and ask the Lord to help these folks lead in a righteous manner. Finally, we must understand where the evil of abortion is
taking us. We must understand the cold, calculating evil that measures
lives by what they produce versus what they consume, or by the amount
of effort that will be required to maintain their lives. We must pray that
our most Holy Father shows us a better way, and guides us to that path.
When the United States Supreme Court ruled in favor of abortion in
1972, a battle began for the country’s soul, and the battle continues today. This is a fight against evil, and it is a fight we have to win. There
are many souls at stake.
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY
The next Respect Life meeting will be held Saturday, May 18,
2019 @ 9:30 in the library of the Lower School Building
All are welcome

Sunday April 28th Collections:
Same Week Last Year
This Year Weekly Average (to-date)
Last Year Weekly Average was
Mass Attendance on Sun. April 28th
This Year Avg. Mass Attendance
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance
Easter Sunday Collections This Year
Easter Sunday Collections Last Year
Mass Attendance on Easter
Last Year Mass Attendance on Easter

$14,527
$20,892
$17,208
$18,210
1,296
1,449
1,535
$41,375
$44,646
3,357
3,084

ST. JOSEPHS COURT #975

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Mother’s Day Carnation Sale
after Mass
$1.00 each Stem
Sunday May 12th, 2019

This past Sunday, our Lector Ministry received a blessing as part
of our ongoing celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the parish –
St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
543-4100
Basketball:
Girls (koolmom4d@msn.com) Debbie
467-6174
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
543-4100
Travel*
Vinny
543-4100
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry
585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiola@fast.net
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis 467-6174

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
May 5, 2019 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Jordan Acker
Joseph Omar Bouab
AriAnna McChesney
Cameron Ryleigh Mutone
Nina Rose Taddeo
Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

“Al-Anon”
Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship
of families and friends of alcoholics.
It is a support program which meets
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thursdays 10AM –12 Noon in the basement of the rectory. (Entrance is in
the rear)
For more information please call
631-669-2827.

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

St. Joseph Garden Ministry
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE...
IT’S SPRING. THANK YOU, GOD!

Let’s roll up our sleeves, put on our gloves and
knee pads and go to work in our Lord’s gardens.
Bring your garden tools and your love for the earth
and the beauty it produces. Please join us - we need
your help. We have a lot of “Ground” to cover.
There are more than 20 gardens that need your
TLC. Please know that you can tend your adopted
garden at your convenience, morning, noon or
evening. If you are interested and want more
information, please leave your name and phone
number at the rectory and I’ll get back to you
ASAP.
Thank you,
Fran

Baptismal Ministry
Join us in this joy-filled ministry that welcomes our tiniest new Catholics and
their families to the Celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism. Every few
weeks we need about an hour of your time to help the priest or deacon
prepare for the celebration and to welcome and guide our families to and
through the celebration. If you love babies and like to meet happy people and
welcome them to our parish, this is for YOU!
We are also in need of volunteers to needle stich our
Baptismal Bibs for the infants Baptized here at St. Joseph.
If you can help us, please call the rectory at 588-8456.

