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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, May 12 (Fourth Sunday of Easter) 

7:00  Bridie McWeeney (Loving Daughters Mary & Ann) 

9:00  Emma Rivera (Loving Mom, Dad & Son) 

10:30  Joan Mary Doherty (Tony & Lucy Luttenberger) 

12:00  Mothers Day Novena, Dorothy Dorfer (Jack & Jo-Ann  
  Garritano), Ann M. Oswiecimski (Jim & Marie Lawrence), 

  Joseph Diubaldo Jr. (Girl Scout Troop 2767), Matthew  

  Heaqly (Janel Biehl), Eileen Clark (The Rohan Family) 

5:00  Mr. & Mrs. Elias Arthur Brown Sr/ (The Marchany Family) 
Monday, May 13 

  7:00   Anthony Catalano (Tom Caminiti) 

  9:00  Hope Rena (Linda & Lorraine) 

Tuesday, May 14 

  7:00     Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Family) 

  8:45  Angelo DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo) 

 Wednesday, May 15 

  7:00     John Leonick (Helen & Jim Ma) 

  9:00     Fran Llanes (LIVING) (Rosemarie Melenchuk) 

Thursday, May 16 

  7:00  Joseph & Helen Onufrak (Loving Family) 

  9:00  Joseph Dominick Giunta (Katherine Granpe) 

Friday, May 17  

  7:00  Jennifer Waitkus (Loving Mother) 

  9:00  The Peaslee Family (The Forsyth Family) 

Saturday, May 18 

8:00       LCPL Jacob Lamm (Loving Grandparents) 

5:00  Joe Boado (Loving Wife & Family), Eusebio Rodrigues 

  (The LaPorta Family), Deirdre Krainsky (LIVING) 

  (Eileen & Tom McManus), In Thanksgiving for St. Jude, 

  For the People of the Parish 

Sunday, May 19 (Fifth Sunday of Easter) 

7:00  John C. Dias (John & Rosa Dias) 

9:00  Dec’d. Mbrs. Of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes), Al 

  Marrero (Dcn Mike & Ann Debellis), Catherine West 

  (Clare & Lou Antonucci), Anthony Catalano (Clare 

  & Lou Antonucci), Feliciano Baula (Peter & Cynthia 

  Tomas), For the Dec’d. Mbrs. Of Suffolk County 

  Holy Name Society 

 10:30 Carol Pavone (Loving Sister) 

12:00  Jon T. Lake (Dely Alcantara) 

5:00  Aurelia McAllis (Libby Tripi) 

6:30  Spanish Mass 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

In Memory of 

Mae, Kenneth & Mary Rau 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Eileen Cunningham, Raymond Griffin Jr. 
 

our deceased soldiers and all of our  
deceased relatives and friends. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the 
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 

As Paul and Barnabas continue their travels, they encounter 
more Gentiles who are receptive to their message. In John’s 
vision, a great multitude fr4om every corner of the earth is seen 
gathering together. In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of his sheep 
knowing his voice and following after him. 



Being Present For The Sake Of The Future 
 

At a wake and funeral this week I heard adult children talk about their late father.  One spoke directly to his father for a moment and 
said, “Thank you for giving us you!”  What a great gift.  Another spoke about something he can’t remember, “I don’t remember him 
ever not being there.”  Another spoke about the lessons learned just by being in his presence. 

These reflections got me reflecting on some memories and the valuable fruits of them. 

When we got in the car as kids, the radio was always on Dad’s station.  We never complained, that’s just the way it was.  As a result, I 
have an appreciation for Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby, Benny Goodman and many others that I would never have chosen to listen to on 
my own. 

My brother in law must have had the same rule because his kids, in their early teens knew the words to, and sang along with every 
single song by The Who. 

When we got older, we started getting more serious about contemporary music and stereos blasted out of our rooms.  One day, listening 
to a song by Jethro Tull, Dad came in and picked up the needle to go back and listen again to what he thought he heard.  My brother told 
him, “You heard it right.”  The language in the song was inappropriate and Dad laid down the law that this song will never be played in 
his house again. 

Today I see so many kids with head phones.  It started with the Sony Walkman, but now it is blue tooth ear buds and even headphones 
that block out every other sound.  One thing I notice about the kids that I see with headphones is, they rarely look happy.  Some of them 
actually look a little depressed.  I’m not a psychologist but I think the isolation they create with the headphones is part of the reason for 
this.  Another thing that may add to this is the constant texting and surfing that goes on. 

This is not a condemnation of technology.  But I do believe that face to face time is priceless - especially between parents and their 
children.  It gives parents more control over the input in their children’s minds. 

What can we do about this?  Moms and Dads, maybe it is time to work a little harder on being present to your children and insisting that 
your children are present to you.  I know this is a different world today and I know that parents are dragged in a million different 
directions.  But here are a couple of suggestions: 

 When you are in the car together, insist that we all listen to the same music out loud - not on earphones.  This way, you will know 
what is going into your children’s heads and can even control it (like choosing your radio station or saying, “that song is banned in 
our household.”) 

 No headphones at the table or when we have family time together.  This way, your voice of love becomes the valuable input into 
your children’s lives. 

 Make certain times in the daily life of your family when all texting and internet is banned so you can spend time together.  Have a 
movie night or a low tech game night together.  See if you can find Jiffy Pop in the store and show them how popcorn was made in 
“the olden days”.  As you plan summer vacations, think about simpler times together like going to the beach, fishing, or camping.  
This kind of activity will create valuable memories for your entire family as they give you more opportunities to make sure your 
voice is the input in your children’s minds and hearts. 

 Here’s one more thing - I know some parents who take phones away overnight to be charged but also to make sure children get 
uninterrupted sleep. 

It is work, but the fruits of this labor are priceless! 

- Fr Mike 

Keep Easter Alive! 
 

Easter is not a day.  It is a season that lasts for 50 days up to the celebration of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost. 

More than that, Easter is  a way of life.  We are an Easter People and Alleluia is our song!  Jesus risen from the dead has 
changed everything!  Sometimes the flowers in church tell a different story.  They explode in life on Easter Sunday and 
then they wilt rather quickly.  That can invite our spirit to wilt.  I have  noticed that our flowers are a little different.  As 
some wilt, we move them outside to the garden where they can have a new chance at life and we replace them with new 
flowers so our sanctuary continues to look alive and continues to invite us to let new life into our hearts.  Thank you to our 
garden ministry for doing this work both inside and outside of our church!  It is work but it is valuable work for all of us! 

Keeping Easter alive in our hearts is work too.  I find it interesting that people do things for Lent but I never hear people 
talk about what they are doing to keep their hearts open to the risen Lord and to open more and more to the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  Here are a few things you can do to keep Easter alive in your heart:  Pray for our children celebrating Communion 
this month (ask God to open their hearts and the hearts of their families to the grace in this Sacrament); Stop by church and 
visit Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament (We’re open all day every day); When you see flowers that weren’t there 
yesterday, stop and thank God for the gift of life; Pray, “Come Lord Jesus, send us your Spirit, renew the face of the earth!”
   

 

                                                                                                                                                            -Fr Mike 
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Our Prayer and Action In                 
 Building the City of God 
 
 

 

 

Sunday May 5th Collections:    $19,098 

Same Week Last Year    $17,444 

This Year Weekly Average (to-date)                  $17,262 

Last Year Weekly Average was                              $18,210 

Mass Attendance on Sun. May 5th                            1,249 

This Year Avg. Mass Attendance                               1,443 

Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance                               1,535 

 

Easter Sunday Collections This Year                     $42,997  

Easter Sunday Collections Last Year                     $44,646  

 

     Respect Life 
The passage and signing of New York’s Reproductive Health Act trig-
gered a wave of States to initiate similar legislation.  As discussed previ-
ously, this law allows full term abortion to take place if the mother’s 
health is at risk.  Importantly, the term “health is at risk” replaces the 
more traditional choice of “life is at risk.”  The law does not elaborate on 
what “health is at risk” means, just that to healthcare providers have to 
agree.  There are many other troubling aspects of the law, but this is 
perhaps the most troubling.  States like Wisconsin, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, Michigan, and others, are in various stages of passing legislation 
that would allow full term abortion.  This series of legislative events 
precipitated a very disturbing  conversation amongst our political lead-
ers, as well as out news and social pundits, perhaps most famously (or 
infamously) with the Governor of Virginia expressing his thought that a 
baby that survives an abortion attempt, and is born alive, could be de-
prived of medical care if that is what the mother and her doctor choose 
to do; that that care, like the choice to abort the child in the first place, is 
a private matter between the mother and her doctor.  We have reached a 
point in our country where it is no longer taboo to ask these questions, or 
to have these conversations.  Most alarmingly, there is not an uproar 
amongst the citizens of the country.  One has to assume that this is the 
result of apathy, or more disconcerting, agreement with the proposition. 

In response, other states have initiated legislation that would protect 
these babies that are abortion survivors.  The US Senate also introduced 
similar survivor protection legislation (unfortunately this legislation was 
unsuccessful).  The state of North Carolina is currently in a battle over 
survivor legislation.  Both chambers of the state’s congress recently, and 
overwhelmingly, passed abortion survivor protection legislation.  The 
legislation was promptly vetoed by the state’s governor, Roy Cooper 
(D).  Governor Cooper cited the redundancy of the law as his reasoning 
for the veto.  This was generally the same reason given by the Senators 
who voted against the federal version of the law, and by other state legis-
lators who do not support similar laws.  Unfortunately none of these 
political leaders can give a reason for their conclusion that the law is 
redundant.  According to the CDC and other sources, there were 588 
cases of babies dying after abortion attempts between 2003 and 2014.  It 
is interesting to note that the CDC states that this number is most likely 
lower than what is actually being experienced as most of these occur-
rences are note reported properly.  Considering these numbers given by 
the CDC, it is obvious that the legal protection for these abortion survi-
vors is inadequate, and the redundancy argument is incorrect.  Luckily 
the North Carolina State Senate passed an override of Governor Coopers 
veto.  The State Assembly will now attempt to override the veto. 

These current struggles must not be seen as run of the mill, mundane 
political machinations over some abstract economic or legal concept.  
These are battles over the lives of our fellow citizens; and as goes the 
battle over abortion, so goes the battle of euthanasia and assisted suicide.  
As a matter of course larger and larger portions of our weakest citizens’ 
lives become endangered.  As predicted fifty years ago, when the taboo 
conversation of the time, abortion, became permissible, the time is now 
here that the elderly, the disabled, and infants are all now endangered.  It 
was a very short time ago that it would have been unimaginable for a 
state governor to openly speak in favor of infanticide, but it is 2019 and 
it is no longer unimaginable.  It is reality.  As these taboo conversations 
become mainstream, we simply move onto normalizing the next taboo.  
It is only through our continued fighting, and through prayer, that this 
slide down the slippery slope can finally be stopped. 

Please pray for the conversion of all the people involved in the abortion 
industry.  Please pray for the families who are the victims of abortion, 
assisted suicide, or euthanasia.  Please pray for political leaders, and our 
country to end abortion, and to restore our respect for life. 

 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY 
 

The next Respect Life meeting will be held Saturday, May 18, 
2019 @ 9:30 in the library of the Lower School Building 
 

All are welcome 

 

2020 MASS BOOK IS NOW OPEN 



PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 
 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS 

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

IT’S SPRING! THANK YOU GOD 
 

Let’s roll up our sleeves, put on our gloves and knee pads and go to work in 
our Lord’s gardens. Bring your garden tools and your love for the earth and 
the beauty it produces. Please join us - we need your help. We have a lot of 
“Ground” to cover. There are more than 20 gardens that need your TLC. 
Please know that you can tend your adopted garden at your convenience, 
morning, noon or evening. If you are interested and want more information, 
please leave your name and phone number at the rectory and I’ll get back to 
you ASAP.                          

                              Thank you, 

                                   Fran 

St. Joseph Garden Ministry 







 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

                May 19, 2019 Tonight  
            e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene     588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)       Vinny    521-5544       

Basketball:  

Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com)      Brittney 445-9099 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)     Nick  585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                   Vinny  521-5544 

Travel*                        Vinny  521-5544 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8         Jerry   585-4048 

Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                jcaiolahome@gmail.com 

Travel (LIJSL):                                     Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                           Dennis  467-6174 

Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

And 

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

 

 

 

Braiden Michael Kenney 

Nicholas Kiernan Jr. 

Niccolo Michele Nese 

“Al-Anon” 
 

Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship 
of families and friends of alcoholics. 
It is a support program which meets 
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thurs-
days 10AM –12 Noon in the base-
ment of the rectory. (Entrance is in 
the rear)  

For more information please call  

631-669-2827. 


