May 19, 2019 — Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 19, 2019
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

Page 3

Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, May 19 (Fifth Sunday of Easter)
7:00
John C. Dias (John & Rosa Dias)
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. Of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes,
Al Marrero (Dcn. Mike & Ann DeBellis), Catherine West
(Clare & Lou Antonucci), Anthony Catalano (Clare &
Lou Antonucci), Feliciano Baula (Peter & Cynthia Tomas),
For the Dec’d. Mbrs. Of Suffolk County Holy Name Society
10:30 Carol Pavone (Loving Sister)
12:00 Jon T. Lake (Dely Alcantara)
5:00
Aurelia McAllis (Libby Tripi)
Monday, May 20
7:00 Raymond P. Borsella (Jean Dante)
9:00 Thomas John Tagliaferro (Loving Family)
Tuesday, May 21
7:00 Angelo & Nina Santopadre (Sally & Giulio Ferrante)
8:45 Robert Filce (Loving Mother)
Wednesday, May 22
7:00 James J. Heiman (Loving Sister Helen)
9:00 Anne & William Bartik (Loving Family)
Thursday, May 23
7:00 Joseph Stursberg (Loving Family)
9:00 Royston Webb (Loving Family & Friends)
Friday, May 24
7:00 Joseph Pothen (Loving Daughter)
9:00 Tony Catalano (Lou & Mary Scotti)
Saturday, May 25
8:00
Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo)
5:00
Michael Ramos (The Ramos Family), Mary Fuchs
(Mary Ellen Bergin), Dominador Samson (The Pastorio
Family)
Sunday, May 26 (Sixth Sunday of Easter)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Emma Rivera
10:30 George Mullahey (Ed & Marge Forsyth), Linda. A. Puglisi
(The Vessa Family), Flor Santiago (Joann Toomey),
Anthony Catalano (Gilda Johnson), Timothy McCormick
(The Sheldrick Family), Timothy McCormick (Lydia
Donadio)
12:00 Wally Fedun (Fredinita Gonzales & Family)
5:00
Josephine Rizzo (Sal & Josephine Fazzolari)
6:30
Spanish Mass

We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Donato Mitrani
Requested by
The Wima Family

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Dominador Samson, Marion Rochford,
Wanda Affenita
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

OUR LITURGY
Paul and Barnabas continue their travels, strengthening the
spirits of the disciples and giving an account of all that God has
done with them. In the second reading, John foretells the
restored creation where God will make his home among his
people and wipe away all their tears. Jesus gives his disciples a
new commandment to love one another.

Just Remember I Love You
I am writing this on the anniversary of my Baptism. I have no recollection of that day because I was about three weeks old at the time.
But I do know that this moment, like every Sacramental moment in any of our lives, is an embrace from Jesus, a tangible sign of his
love.
Last week on our Easter Retreat, we were told, “The most important thing is to make the most important thing the most important
thing. And the most important thing is how much God loves each one of us.”
We are living in very challenging times in our country, our world and our church. I could name news or events in any of these areas
that would immediately cause anger and frustration to rise in the hearts of many and, in many cases the anger and frustration could be
for opposing reasons - even among Catholics. Not only is our world challenging, it can be confusing as well. But God’s love remains!
Last weekend, after spending a week on retreat focusing on God’s love and our call to holiness, I had a chance conversation with a
woman that was a real God - incidence. God wanted to use her to reinforce his message of love for me and He wanted to use me for
the same reason for her. We were both uplifted by the conversation. She gave me a sheet of paper that she had carried around since
her Maryknoll spiritual director gave it to her a long time ago. On it was this poem, “LET YOUR GOD LOVE YOU” by Edwina
Gateley:
BE SILENT. BE STILL. ALONE
EMPTY BEFORE YOUR GOD.
SAY NOTHING. ASK NOTHING.
BE SILENT. BE STILL
LET YOUR GOD LOOK UPON YOU. THAT IS ALL.
GOD KNOWS. GOD UNDERSTANDS.
GOD LOVES YOU WITH AN EMORMOUS LOVE.
AND ONLY WANTS TO LOOK UPON YOU WITH THAT LOVE.
QUIET. STILL. BE.
LET YOUR GOD LOVE YOU.
An English saint, Margery Kemp, is said to have heard Jesus say: “More pleasing to me than all your prayers, all your penances, and
all your good works is that you would believe that I love you.”
Years ago, during confusing and challenging times in my life, I was on retreat and went to confession to a Franciscan priest. I was
facing challenges and asked a whole lot of why questions during confession. At one point he reached into his habit over his heart and
pulled out a crucifix. He held it up to me and said rather sternly, “Mike, I don’t know why!” Then his voice got smoother as he said,
“And I don’t know why God chose this way to save us. But I know for sure that this is connected to where you are and the answers
you are looking for a present here somehow.”
He reached into his heart and, by holding up that crucifix, he reminded me of God’s intense love for me - the same love I was
embraced with at my Baptism. He reminded me that I will always be in that embrace. I don’t earn it. I can’t earn it. God’s love is
unconditional. So I can’t lose it either. Every once in a while I take the time to sit in the silence that this poem invites us to sit in.
And when I do, I begin to find the answers - but they are not answers to “why” questions. They are answers to “where” questions.
God is right here loving each one of us. When we are tossed about by the troubles of our world or confused by what is or isn’t
happening in our personal lives, maybe it is time to just sit back and remember God’s love. Come to church and sit in God’s loving
presence or look at his love present in a crucifix. But know God’s love for you. That is the most important thing!
-Fr Mike-
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May 19, 2019

Respect Life

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God

Reprinted from Townhall.com
ALIVE From New York: The Day Abortion Died By Kevin
McCullough Posted: May 05, 2019 9:30 AM
Write it down!
On May 4th 2019, a near perfect 70 degree afternoon, in the middle
of Times Square, in New York City, from three sound stages blasting thousands of decibels into the surrounding neighborhoods, the
final speaker of the day said that, “Soon... Abortion will become...
unthinkable!”
The statement came after a 90 minute program that had been slated
as a “public celebration of life.”
Not content to believe the organizers, protestors attempted to disrupt
the proceedings. But those protests, which began with profane
chants, obscene signs, and thundering drums, ended with nary a
whimper, and dispersed far more mysteriously than they had appeared.
The reason why the 2,000 protestors evaporated wasn’t because the
20,000 life supporters had shouted them down. In fact the very opposite was what occurred.
It was an amazing moment to observe yesterday.
I was there, at the corner of 43rd and 7th, face-to-face with Planned
Parenthood supporters flipping me off and claiming “pro-life... is..
a.. lie...” “because all they want is... women.. to die.”
Moments later I watched from the main stage as women like Jeanne
Mancini of National March For Life, Dr. Alveda King (niece of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.), multiple women whose mothers had attempted to abort them – – yet they survived – and a former Planned
Parenthood clinic director who had volunteered—underwent a live
4D ultrasound and projected on jumbotrons.
It was even more amazing to witness Jim Daly, President of Focus
On The Family, assert that the reason we had all gathered was to
demonstrate love towards the baby in the womb for sure, but also to
those (protestors) who “had gathered around the edges” of Times
Square. Marjorie Dannenfelser, of the Susan B. Anthony’s List, took
a moment out for the faithful to pray for the protestors. Jeanne
Mancini expressed care and concern for them. Dr. Alveda King addressed them at one point reminding us all that she had once undergone an abortion and had once believed very much the same as those
who angrily shouted back at her.
But the seminal moment was when Planned Parenthood’s former
“Director of the Year,” Abby Johnson’s 4D ultrasound appeared on
the big screens.
At that very moment she was on an examination table in a mobile
medical unit behind the stage I was standing next to. For the first
time in all my years of Times Square, I will never forget that moment.
In the middle of literally the world’s busiest intersection, a quiet fell
across the multiple blocks that was so deafening you could literally
have heard a pin drop.
No angry chants in protests.
No applause of agreement.

Sunday May 12th Collections:
Same Week Last Year
This Year Weekly Average (to-date)
Last Year Weekly Average was
Mass Attendance on Sun. May 5th
This Year Avg. Mass Attendance
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance

$17,979
$19,614
$17,283
$18,210
1,341
1,440
1,535

Easter Sunday Collections This Year
Easter Sunday Collections Last Year

$42,997
$44,646

2020 MASS BOOK IS NOW OPEN

PRAY FOR THE SICK

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

St. Joseph Garden Ministry

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE
IT’S SPRING! THANK YOU GOD
Let’s roll up our sleeves, put on our gloves and knee pads and go to work in
our Lord’s gardens. Bring your garden tools and your love for the earth and
the beauty it produces. Please join us - we need your help. We have a lot of
“Ground” to cover. There are more than 20 gardens that need your TLC.
Please know that you can tend your adopted garden at your convenience,
morning, noon or evening. If you are interested and want more information,
please leave your name and phone number at the rectory and I’ll get back to
you ASAP.
Thank you,
Fran

To Celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Fr. Mike’s Ordination
Saturday June 29th after the 5pm Mass
Carew Hall
All are welcome to join in the celebration of this milestone!
~ Food ~ Drinks ~ Music ~
Please call the Rectory if you are interested in attending

Our 2019 Summer Party will be Saturday July 20th. There will
be food, games, entertainment, basket raffles and our annual
Backwards Drawing! Please plan to attend for a fun evening
with the whole parish!!

We are in need of volunteers for the Annual Parish Summer Party. Volunteers
would take part in different subcommittees to help make our summer party
a success. Subcommittees will include food, drink, games/entertainment, and
raffles. If you are interested in joining, please send an email including the
information below to christina@stjoronk.org, or return the tear off to the
rectory by May 27th.
--------------------------------------------------------------------Name: ________________________ Subcommittee interest:
______________
Preferred method of contact (email or phone):
___________________________

Bible Study Program Registration Form
Please print clearly. Thank you.

Name________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________
City__________________________________________________________
Phone #______________________________________________________

Cell Phone # __________________________________________________
Email Address ________________________________________________

Suggested offering to cover cost of this 6-week segment of program: $15.00. Thank you

Looking forward to seeing you at the
Genesis to Jesus Bible Study
The 6-week Spring season Bible Study
Thursdays, 7:00-8:30pm
at Carew Hall (lower church)
Study dates:
May 16, 23, June 6, 13, 20, and 27
No session 0n May 30-Ascension Thursday
Registration for the remaining 6 sessions of Genesis to Jesus takes place in September 2019
Suggested offering to cover cost of the 6-week segment of the program: $15.00. Thank you
You will need to bring a Bible and Pen
New American Bibles are available to purchase. Cost: $5.00
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
521-5544
Basketball:
Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com) Brittney 445-9099
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
521-5544
Travel*
Vinny
521-5544
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry
585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiolahome@gmail.com
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis
467-6174

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
May 19, 2019 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

March for Life Bus Trip to Albany
Monday, June 3rd, 2019
As you may know NYS recently passed the
“Reproductive Health Act” which allows abortion up
to birth. Please join us as we pray for the unborn at the capital
building in Albany. The bus will leave from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
parking lot in Ronkonkoma at 6am sharp. The cost for the bus is
$30. This will be a peaceful prayer vigil for the innocent lives taken
by abortion. Please contact Joy Milillo at Home 631-585-0939 or Cell
631-664-4915 for more information. I look forward to hearing from

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

“Al-Anon”
Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship
of families and friends of alcoholics.
It is a support program which meets
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thursdays 10AM –12 Noon in the basement of the rectory. (Entrance is in
the rear)
For more information please call
631-669-2827.

