May 26, 2019 — Sixth Sunday of Easter

May 26, 2019
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, May 26 (Sixth Sunday of Easter)
7:00
For the People of the Parish
9:00
Emma Rivera
10:30 George Mullahey (Ed & Marge Forsyth), Linda. A. Puglisi
(The Vessa Family), Flor Santiago (Joann Toomey),
Anthony Catalano (Gilda Johnson), Timothy McCormick
(The Sheldrick Family), Timothy McCormick (Lydia
Donadio)
12:00 Wally Fedun (Fredinita Gonzales & Family)
5:00
Josephine Rizzo (Sal & Josephine Fazzolari)
6:30
Spanish Mass
Monday, May 27 (Memorial Day)
7:00 Richard Garbe (Eileen & Tom McManus)
9:00 Luis Zapata (Loving Family)
Tuesday, May 28
7:00 In Thanksgiving for St. Anthony
8:45 Stacy Diane Spinelli (The Beach Family)
Wednesday, May 29
7:00 The O’Halloran & Ross Families (Loving Family)
9:00 In Thanksgiving for Holy Trinity
Thursday, May 30 (The Ascension)
7:00
For the
9:00
People
of the
12:00
Parish
7:30
Friday, May 31
7:00 Vincent Sciarrillo (Juanita Wuttke)
9:00 Mario Valdeavella (Loving Family)
Saturday, June 1
8:00
Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo)
5:00
Catherine West (Patty & Jerry Peters), Domenick
Scaglione (Louise (Antenucci) Brogan & Sandra Antenucci)
For the People of the Parish
Sunday, June 2 (Seventh Sunday of Easter)
7:00
George Haines (Love Chris & Joe)
9:00
RoseMarie Barry (Barbara J. Lamm)
10:30 Kevin Plant (The Mitchell Family)
12:00 Ann M. Oswiecimski (James & Valerie Brrnnan), Rojelio
Almirez (The Vento Family), Anthony Catalano (SJ EM’S),
Alfred Brancaccio (Loving Son), Gina Blenk (Philppe &
Allison Ausset), Michael Friscia (The Hannigan Family)
5:00
Salvatore Fote (Loving Wife & Children)
6:30
Spanish Mass

Altar Bread & Wine

OUR LITURGY

In Memory of
Bertha & John Rae
Requested by
Ann Festa

In the first reading, a letter from the Church in Jerusalem is delivered to
the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. In it they are assured that
they are under no burdens of the Mosaic law. Revelation gives us a
vision of splendor; the holy city Jerusalem. Jesus, in the Gospel, tells his
disciples that he and the Father will dwell within those who love him
and keep his word. He also promises to send the Holy Spirit as an
Advocate.

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Barbara Troiano
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Every Face Has a Story And I have Been Blessed To Share Many of Them!
Our parish is celebrating 50 years in our church building this year. I am celebrating 25 years of being a priest this Tuesday.
Milestone years almost force you to reflect on the journey. As I was about to go out and introduce myself at my first parish
a priest told me, “Right now they just look like faces. But each face has a story and you are going to be blessed to get to
know many of these stories and to even become part of their ongoing stories.” It really has been a blessing.
My first parish had parishioners from about 7 school districts so many of the kids did not know each other. In teaching 5th
graders, I began every class sitting in a circle and everyone had to introduce themselves and answer the question of the day
(oftentimes the question would lead into the lesson). One day I decided to do the circle at the end of class. We weren’t far
into class when a young boy (who was kind of a tough guy) asked, “Aren’t we going to have our special time?” Thank God
for the wonder and the openness of children.
In my next assignment I worked with the altar servers. At training I walked them through the mass and told them that the
intercessions are general on purpose but that we make them more specific in our hearts. I told them that we should have a
list of personal intentions to offer to God when we are given that chance. A month later one server asked, “If we are supposed to have a list of personal intentions, how come they don’t give us enough time to mention them to God?” I mentioned this at mass and that day, the lector, a wise guy did an exaggerated pause—looking at his watch and at me and making a face at me that said, “is that long enough?” Thank God for the wisdom of children and the sense of humor of adults.
I met a family in my next parish that had 6 biological children and adopted so many children with special needs that I needed a score card to keep track. At one point, they were going to adopt Nicole, an infant who had so many needs the doctor
said he would be surprised if she lived to her first birthday. They had a family meeting to discuss this, Their youngest biological daughter said, “It doesn’t matter how long she lives. What matters is how much love we can give her in the time
God allows her to live with us.” Nicole went to heaven just before her 10th birthday. Thank God for the wisdom of children and their ability to love as God does.
After these experiences I went for further studies - in high school. As chaplain I had the joy of being surrounded by the
enthusiasm of teens on a daily basis. Each grade chose a charity to support each year and the conversations leading to their
choices were always uplifting. One 7th grader challenged her class saying, “You know, children and puppies are cute, but
there are also people in need who might not be as cute. We should think about them too.” The following year she told the
class, “Our classmate has a sister who died of a rare disease. Her parents started a foundation to study how to treat this disease so others don’t face the sorrow they faced. They took their Good Friday and are trying to make it Easter for others. I
think we should support our friend in this work.” They did. Thank God for the prophetic voice of children.
I’m not sure how it happened but in Montauk, we had a hugging ministry. Anyone who wanted could stand by the doors
with their arms wide open offering hugs to people as they left church. One day a mom said to me, “Do you see my son
there hugging people? He is on the autism spectrum. They don’t do that but this ministry has given him new life. Thank
God for children’s openness to the healing power of love.
My last First Communion in Montauk was special. It was a big group - 24! They like to sing so I worked with them on
many songs for their Communion. At rehearsal, they asked if they could do something different at the end of mass. I
agreed and, instead of a procession out of church, they stayed up front and sang ‘Blest Be The Lord’ and danced. I have a
feeling Jesus danced that day too. Thank God for the joy of Children.
There are many stories unfolding here at St Joseph Parish, and many reasons to give thanks. The students in our school
have deepened the practice of sharing Christ’s peace at our weekday 9:00 mass. The kids make a point of going to the
adults to share Christ’s peace with them. Now at any 9:00 mass the sign of peace takes longer as people cross the aisle to
greet one another. Thank God for the openness of children - and adults.
At family mass the children are often ministers of peace to the congregation. Once when I didn’t have the mass, I was in
the back and saw this happening. One little guy was far from where his family sits and the mass was moving on to Communion. I was a little worried about him not finding his way back - but he did, and he climbed over the pew to get to them.
Thank God that kids will always be kids!
On Good Friday, one of our children came forward to venerate the cross. She kissed it and went back to her seat and got on
line again. Then she did it again. And again. Thank God for childlike faith and love for Jesus!
Fr. Mike, why all about kids? The Bible has a book called Deuteronomy which means second law. A character in the
Comic Strip “Zits” once mentioned the book of “Dude - eronomy” and I have decided to define this as young people living
God’s law of love in their way. Young people are one of the hidden gems of our church and I am a rich man for having
mined some of their stories. Pray for our children. They are the present and future of our church. Who knows? Maybe
some of them will want to witness and enter the faith stories of others and may feel called to serve in the church as well. It
is a great life!
For all that has been, THANKS. For all that will be, YES!
-Fr Mike
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Respect Life
During the NY State Senate session May 13, Senator Pamela Helming
(R-Geneva) introduced a hostile amendment to restore legal protections
to born-alive abortion survivors. The amendment was defeated in a show
-of-hands vote along party lines.
According to a statement from the New York State Catholic Conference,
the amendment attempted to rectify a portion of the radical
'Reproductive Health Act' passed in January, which removed such protections for fully formed babies in the womb and infants who survive
late-term abortion.
"The scale of New York’s abortion expansion shocked the country and
began a national
conversation about the horror of infanticide and the extreme agenda of
the pro-abortion
movement," the statement continued. "Yet a motion to correct this heinous overreach and to restore protections to born children went down to
defeat when the Democratic majority was presented with an opportunity to rectify this portion of the law."
"It defies common sense and public opinion. We continue to pray for a
change of heart among elected officials who support such a radical assault on the sacredness and dignity of human life."
Diocese of Rockville Centre Bishop John Barres issued a statement
May 16 thanking Senator Helming for her efforts and urging all Catholics to be aware of their responsibility to respect and defend life.
"Please join me in prayer for legislators like Senator Helming who courageously work to protect human life," said Bishop Barres. "May her
leadership, despite the odds, inspire and motivate other legislators to
protect the innocent from what has become a radical assault on the sacredness and dignity of human life.
"We as Catholics have a responsibility to protect life. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church commands: 'Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the moment of conception. From the first moment
of his existence, a human being must be recognized as having the rights
of a person – among which is the inviolable right of every innocent being to life.' CCC 2270.
"As your bishop, I urge each and every one of you, the People of God of
this great diocese, to consider this responsibility when discerning your
vote in future elections. It is through fervent prayer, and our unrelenting
commitment to speak out and defend all human life, that the horrific
course we are presently on can be changed." Bishop Barris’ statement
follows:
We are grateful to New York State Senator Pam Helming (R-Geneva)
for introducing on May 13, 2019, the “Born Alive Abortion Survivors
Protection Act” – a ‘hostile’ amendment that would have restored legal
protections to born-alive abortion survivors in New York State. Sadly,
her attempt to add the amendment was defeated along party lines with
Republicans who are in the minority voting in support of the amendment, and the democratic majority voting against it. The “Reproductive
Health Act” which is now the law of the land in New York State has
removed protections for fully formed babies in the womb and essentially
has legalized infanticide for infants who miraculously survive a lateterm abortion.
Please join me in prayer for legislators like Senator Helming who courageously work to protect human life. May her leadership, despite the
odds, inspire and motivate other legislators to protect the innocent from
what has become a radical assault on the sacredness and dignity of human life.
We as Catholics have a responsibility to protect life. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church commands: “Human life must be respected and
protected absolutely from the moment of conception. From the first moment of his existence, a human being must be recognized as having the
rights of a person – among which is the inviolable right of every innocent being to life.” CCC 2270. As your bishop, I urge each and every
one of you, the People of God of this great diocese, to consider this responsibility when discerning your vote in future elections. It is through
fervent prayer, and our unrelenting commitment to speak out and defend
all human life, that the horrific course we are presently on can be
changed.
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God

Sunday May 19th Collections:
Same Week Last Year
This Year Weekly Average (to-date)
Last Year Weekly Average was
Mass Attendance on Sun. May 19th
This Year Avg. Mass Attendance
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance

$18,564
$16,498
$17,318
$18,210
1,398
1,440
1,535

May Repair & Maintenance Collection

$5,553

2020 MASS BOOK IS NOW OPEN

Something New
A couple of years ago we began “Share Mercy
Sunday.” It has grown and I believe that we have as
well because of it.
A little more than a year ago we began “Maintenance
and Repairs Collection Sunday.” Thanks to your
generous response, we have been able to do some
needed work in our church and school buildings.
Now it is time to add another special Sunday to our
calendar - “Bring a Friend Sunday.” Beginning next
Sunday, every Sunday is “Bring a Friend Sunday”.
We are an apostolic church - that doesn’t mean “built
on the work of the 12 apostles.” It means we are all
called to be apostles, or as my good friend Pope
Francis puts it, “Missionary Disciples”. We are called
to follow Jesus and to share him as well.
I know bringing a friend can be a challenge but it can
be fruitful. As a teen my brother and I brought two
friends to church. They had no idea how to behave
and it was very embarrassing. But about ten years
ago I was visiting a parish and, after mass I was
greeted by one of those friends who was there with his
wife and children.
So bring a friend! You never know how God will use
that moment in their life.

Santino David Delgado
Jacob Thomas Nagle

PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

To Celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Fr. Mike’s Ordination
Saturday June 29th after the 5pm Mass
Carew Hall
All are welcome to join in the celebration of this milestone!
~ Food ~ Drinks ~ Music ~
Please call the Rectory if you are interested in attending
631-588-8456

Our 2019 Summer Party will be Saturday July 20th. There will
be food, games, entertainment, basket raffles and our annual
Backward Drawing! Please plan to attend for a fun evening
with the whole parish!!

We are in need of volunteers for the Annual Parish Summer Party. Volunteers
would take part in different subcommittees to help make our summer party
a success. Subcommittees will include food, drink, games/entertainment, and
raffles. If you are interested in joining, please send an email including the
information below to christina@stjoronk.org, or return the tear off to the
rectory by May 27th.
--------------------------------------------------------------------Name: ________________________ Subcommittee interest:
______________
Preferred method of contact (email or phone):
___________________________

Looking forward to seeing you at the
Genesis to Jesus Bible Study
The 6-week Spring season Bible Study
Thursdays, 7:00-8:30pm
at Carew Hall (lower church)
Study dates:
June 6, 13, 20, and 27
No session 0n May 30-Ascension Thursday
Registration for the remaining 6 sessions of Genesis to Jesus takes place in September 2019
Suggested offering to cover cost of the 6-week segment of the program: $15.00. Thank you
You will need to bring a Bible and Pen
New American Bibles are available to purchase. Cost: $5.00

Bible Study Program Registration Form
Please print clearly. Thank you.
Name_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________
City_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Suggested offering to cover cost of this 6-week segment of program: $15.00. Thank you

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is sending a bus to the March for Life New York on June 3, 2019. Please join the
march to speak out against New York’s recently passed “Reproductive Health Act”.
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
521-5544
Basketball:
Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com) Brittney 445-9099
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
521-5544
Travel*
Vinny
521-5544
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry
585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiolahome@gmail.com
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis
467-6174

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
May 26, 2019 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

“Al-Anon”
Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship
of families and friends of alcoholics.
It is a support program which meets
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thursdays 10AM –12 Noon in the basement of the rectory. (Entrance is in
the rear)
For more information please call
631-669-2827.

