June 2, 2019 — Seventh Sunday of Easter

June 2, 2019

Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

We will respect your personal journey with God!
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, June 2 (Seventh Sunday of Easter)
7:00
George Haines (Love Chris & Joe)
9:00
RoseMarie Barry (Barbara J. Lamm)
10:30 Kevin Plant (The Mitchell Family)
12:00 Ann M. Oswiecimski (James & Valerie Brrnnan), Rojelio
Almirez (The Vento Family), Anthony Catalano (SJ EM’S),
Alfred Brancaccio (Loving Son), Gina Blenk (Philppe &
Allison Ausset), Michael Friscia (The Hannigan Family)
5:00
Salvatore Fote (Loving Wife & Children)
6:30
Spanish Mass
Monday, June 3
7:00 Arnold Thomas Brown (The Marchany Family)
9:00 Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson)
Tuesday, June 4
7:00 Teresa Stursberg (Loving Family)
8:45 For the People of the Parish
Wednesday, June 5
7:00 In Thanksgiving for the Blessed Mother
9:00 Dr. Frank Favazza (Loving Family)
Thursday, June 6
7:00 Richard Marine (LIVING) (Loving Family)
9:00 John Dias (Loving Wife & Family)
Friday, June 7
7:00 Paula Pasquarella (Loving Husband)
9:00 Rose Kalish & Connie Cobert (Loving Son & Family)
Saturday, June 8
8:00
For the People of the Parish
5:00
Adeline Raimond (Anthony & Dorothy Linzyt), Pietro
Partenope (Anna Krajewski), Caroline Fusco (The Giel
Family), Michael Fusco (The Giel Family), Ann Bodine
(CDA Court 2664), For the People of the Parish
Sunday, June 9 (Pentecost Sunday)
7:00
Irene Lodrini (Bob & Elaine Tenaglia)
9:00
Catherine West (Ministry of Consolation) Stefan
Kochaniwsky (Tom & Deb O’Brien), Michael Friscia
(The Friscia Family), Donald Borgia (The DiNero Family),
Tedora Chiella (Oma & Opa), Pietro Partenope
(Maryann & Jim Onorato)
10:30 Grace Clunan (The Mitchell Family)
12:00 Patricia Lutz (Mr. & Mrs. Rocco Piscatello)
5:00
Catherine West (The Scotti Family)
6:30
Spanish Mass

Altar Bread & Wine

OUR LITURGY

In Memory of
Joseph Cassata
Requested by
Linda & Lorraine

In the first reading, Stephen sees a heavenly vision before he is
thrown out of the city and stoned by the crowd. In Revelation,
John reveals Jesus’ testimony as the Alpha and the Omega, and
his invitation to receive the Gift of life-giving water. In the
Gospel from John, Jesus prays for his disciples and those who
will follow, asking his Father to perfect them in unity.

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Al Geerders
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Mason Jett Barbuscia

Catholic Ministries Appeal

Don’t Forget To Invite A Friend!

This weekend is Share Mercy Sunday. Once a month we
try to do a communal work of mercy. It is definitely one
of the ways we are building the City of God.
This week is a little different. During mass, at homily
time, we are showing a video about the Catholic
Ministries Appeal (CMA). After mass there will be
people in the vestibule asking you to make a pledge to
this appeal.
The CMA is a communal work of mercy! It supports the
many works that the larger church does in our diocese.
There are things that individuals, and even individual
parishes can’t do but the larger church can.
Catholic hospitals are supported by the CMA. A
Catholic hospital is not just a hospital with a crucifix in
every room, it is a hospital where everyone who crosses
the threshold is treated as another Christ, whether that
person is a patient, a visitor, or a member of the staff.
Your donations help to create this atmosphere of the
healing touch of Christ.
Our parish could not do all the work involved in the
formation of priests and deacons. The diocese does that
through the seminary system. Our parish is touched by
this work as we have one man in diaconate formation
and one in formation for the priesthood. Your donations
support this work for the sake of the future of the church.
Talbot House is a crisis center for those who are
suffering from addiction. This is a place where a person
is not only given the opportunity to get free from their
chemical dependency, but also where they can begin to
know their dignity as someone created in God’s image
and saved by the love of Jesus. Your donations support
this very important work.
The CMA supports many works that an individual parish
cannot do, and it also supports parish work. Each parish
is given a fundraising goal. This year ours is $80,000.
When we reach that goal, we get a 20% rebate ($16,000).
This helps our parish even as we all join in the works of
mercy that are too big for us to handle. Last year was the
first time we got a rebate in many years - that money
helps!!!
So please, think and pray about making a pledge to the
CMA this year.
I need to let you know that 100% of donations to the
CMA are used for ministry in the church. None of
your donations are used to settle lawsuits connected
with the sexual abuse scandal!
I recently asked, so I could be 100% sure - all money
that is used to settle lawsuits comes from insurance
and from investment income.
I think it would be wonderful if we could reach our goal
in pledges this weekend so we can move on to other
works of mercy!

Our parish mission statement, that we pray every Sunday
before mass, has at its center, a very important phrase WE INVITE!
We are part of an Apostolic Church. That means that our
church was built on the faith and the preaching of the
Apostles. But it also means that we are called, as members
of the church, to be apostles ourselves - we are sent to
share the good news. Pope Francis puts it a different way.
He says we are MISSIONARY DISCIPLES. A disciple
follows Jesus and a missionary goes out and shares Jesus.
So let’s share! Let’s invite! From now on every Sunday is
“Bring a Friend to Church Sunday” at St Joseph Parish.
Don’t worry if your friends haven’t been to church in a
while and they aren’t too sure what to do. Let’s make our
church a judgment free zone and let people walk with
Jesus at their pace.
I’m looking forward to seeing many new faces in our
church in all the Sundays to come!
Fr Mike

Fr Mike

To Parents of young children:
May we suggest…RELAX! God put the wiggle in
children. Don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s
house. All are welcome! Sit towards the front where it is
easier for your little ones to see and hear what is going on
at the altar. They tire of seeing the backs of others!
Quietly explain the parts of the Mass and actions of the
priest, choir, and other ministries. If you don’t know the
answers, ask someone. We’ll be happy to help you and
your family grow! Help them find the hymns and prayers
in the hymnal. Sing the hymns, participate in the liturgy
and pray.
Children learn about worship and liturgical behavior by
copying you.
If you have to leave Mass with your child, feel free to do
so, but please come back!
As Jesus said, Let the children come to me…
Remember that the way we welcome children in church
directly affects the way they respond to the church, to God
and to one another. Let them know that they are at home
in His house of worship.
To Members of our parish
The presence of children is a gift to the church and a
reminder that our parish is growing. Please welcome our
children and give a smile of encouragement to their
parents!
Let’ Be Careful Out There!
I have noticed lots and lots of kids riding bikes this spring.
I also notice that some are doing some dare devil riding.
So we have to be more careful when we drive. Please
watch for cyclists on the roads because sometimes they are
not watching for you!
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Respect Life

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God

Pro-Life vs. Pro-Abortion, by the numbers

The abortion industry and their supporters in government and on
college campuses would have us believe that the majority of
American citizens are in favor of woman’s right to choose abortion when she feels it is appropriate for her, claiming that 57% of
us are in favor of “legal abortion.” But according to the Pew
Research Center, when the stipulation that all abortion should be
legal is added to the polling question, the support drops to just
33%. Unfortunately, this was one of just a few encouraging statistics offered in this set of data.
Pew listed a lot of different breakdowns on support for legal
abortion, including Political party, with Republicans saying that
abortion should be illegal in all, or most cases by a margin of
65% to 35%, while Democrats believe that abortion should be
legal by a margin of 75% to 25%. Conservative Republicans are
Pro-Life by 71% to 27%, while Liberal Democrats are proabortion by the staggering margin of 91% to 9%. 70% of college
graduates believe in legal abortion, while people with a high
school education or less are split 50/50.
The figures by religion are disappointing. 70% of evangelical
Protestants are Pro-Life, but that’s where the good news ends.
People with no religious affiliation are in favor of abortion by a
margin of 80% to 20%. Mainline Protestants are in favor of legal
abortion by a margin of 67% to 33%. Lastly, Catholics are in
favor of legal abortion by a margin of 53% to 44%. Only two
groups can be counted on to support the Pro-Life movement the
majority of the time; Evangelical Protestants, and Republicans.
The richer you are, the more educated you are, and the more secular you are, the more strongly you support abortion. This raises
a critical point for all of us as Catholics, as people of God, and as
citizens. We, as a society, have gotten to the point where we are
eliminating God from our lives. And it is not just the militant
atheist groups we hear about that want to remove “In God we
trust” from our currency, and “under God” from the pledge of
allegiance. It is the insidious advance of other issues that take
the place of God. Money, success, materialism, athletics, entertainment, to name a few, have all become more important than
God. The number of people bringing up their children in the
church, or in any religion, decreases with each subsequent generation, with the logical conclusion being the complete elimination
of Christian religions. We are creating a void where God should
be, and therefore creating a void where good should be. Voids
are always filled, and this one is being filled with indifference,
which will inevitably lead to evil.
We must fight, through prayer, and through action to reverse this
trend. We must trust in our lord, Jesus Christ, and strive to become part of the solution.
Have blessed week, from the Respect Life Committee!

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah
1:5

Sunday May 26th Collections:
Same Week Last Year
This Year Weekly Average (to-date)
Last Year Weekly Average was
Mass Attendance on Sun. May 26th
This Year Avg. Mass Attendance
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance

$16,925
$21,445
$17,308
$18,210
1,205
1,433
1,535

Adventure, Excitement,
Fun, Activities

Join Cub Scout Pack 272!!

Come and see what the fun and excitement is
all about! Are you interested in having adventures, making friends, and working on Badges? Join us on June 7th at 7:15 pm at St. Joseph School Gym, 45 Church Street,
Ronkonkoma. For more information, please
contact Cubmaster Mary Scotti at mbscotti@yahoo.com or 631-678-7245.

2020 MASS BOOK IS NOW OPEN
Sick Prayer List
The Sick Prayer List will be removed from the bulletin as of
next week, and will appear in the bulletin the first week of each
month. It will still remain in the book on the altar in church. The
list is getting too long and some people are thankfully not sick
anymore that should be removed.. So please if you would like a
name on it send it in or call the rectory so a new list can be started for the beginning of July. The names will appear for 6 months
and then a new list will start again unless you renew it.

To Celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Fr. Mike’s Ordination
Saturday June 29th after the 5pm Mass
Carew Hall
All are welcome to join in the celebration of this milestone!
~ Food ~ Drinks ~ Music ~
Please call the Rectory if you are interested in attending
631-588-8456

Our 2019 Summer Party will be Saturday July 20th. There will
be food, games, entertainment, basket raffles and our annual
Backwards Drawing! Please plan to attend for a fun evening
with the whole parish!!

We are in need of volunteers for the Annual Parish Summer Party. Volunteers
would take part in different subcommittees to help make our summer party
a success. Subcommittees will include food, drink, games/entertainment, and
raffles. If you are interested in joining, please send an email including the
information below to christina@stjoronk.org, or return the tear off to the
rectory by May 27th.
--------------------------------------------------------------------Name: ________________________ Subcommittee interest:
______________
Preferred method of contact (email or phone):
___________________________
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
521-5544
Basketball:
Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com) Brittney 445-9099
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
521-5544
Travel*
Vinny
521-5544
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry
585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiolahome@gmail.com
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis
467-6174

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
June 2, 2019 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?
PRAY FOR THE SICK

___________________________________
Name of person who is ill
_____________________________
_________________________
Person making this request:
Relationship to ill person
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS
__________________________________
Name, Rank and Branch of Service
______________________________
____________________
Person making this request
Relationship to Soldier
(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only)

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

“Al-Anon”
Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship
of families and friends of alcoholics.
It is a support program which meets
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thursdays 10AM –12 Noon in the basement of the rectory. (Entrance is in
the rear)
For more information please call
631-669-2827.

