June 9, 2019 — Pentecost Sunday

June 9, 2019
Serving Your Sacramental Needs
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on
the first Saturday of each month. Parents, please call the
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.
The Sacrament of Eucharist
See front cover for mass times. If you are sick for an
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you.
The Sacrament of Confirmation
School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by
contacting our Faith Formation Office. Adults who have
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest.
The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
This Sacrament is for the living. We celebrate this
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to
undergo surgery or hospitalization. We can arrange the
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office.
Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest.
Nighttime emergencies
(631) 538-7219
The Sacrament of Matrimony
Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for
marriage. Please make contact with the parish before
making other wedding day plans!
The Sacrament of Holy Orders
If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to
one of the priests or deacons for guidance.
Interested in possibly becoming Catholic?
Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your
questions. We have classes to help people learn about our
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you. This
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

We will respect your personal journey with God!

Altar Bread & Wine
In Memory of
Bertha & John Rau
Requested by
Ann Festa
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Mass Intentions for the Week
Sunday, June 9 (Pentecost Sunday)
7:00
Irene Lodrini (Bob & Elaine Tenaglia)
9:00
Catherine West (Ministry of Consolation) Stefan
Kochaniwsky (Tom & Deb O’Brien), Michael Friscia
(The Friscia Family), Donald Borgia (The DiNero Family),
Tedora Chiella (Oma & Opa), Pietro Partenope
(Maryann & Jim Onorato)
10:30 Grace Clunan (The Mitchell Family)
12:00 Patricia Lutz (Mr. & Mrs. Rocco Piscatello)
5:00
Catherine West (The Scotti Family)
6:30
Spanish Mass
Monday, June 10
7:00 Mary Jo L’Ambrose (Loving Family)
9:00 Lenore & Ernie Pappas (LIVING) (RoseMarie Melenchuk)
Tuesday, June 11
7:00 Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Family)
8:45 Karl Wuttke (Love Juanita)
Wednesday, June 12
7:00 Ian Matthew Delaney (LIVING) (Loving Family)
9:00 Sadie Salvato (Eillie & Mike Steeneck & Family)
Thursday, June 13
7:00 Angelo & Nina Santopadre (Sally & Giulio Ferrante)
9:00 In Thanksgiving For St. Anthony
Friday, June 14
7:00 For the People of the Parish
9:00 Ellen & Matthew Gay (Loving Family)
Saturday, June 15
8:00
Gerard B. Greek (Loving Family)
5:00
William F. Crocker Jr. (Loving Family), Charles Tavernise
(The Quagliata Family), Karl Fuchs (Frank & Cathy),
For the People of the Parish
Sunday, June 16 (The Most Holy Trinity) (Father’s Day)
7:00
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas McCoy Sr. (The Marchany Family)
9:00
Dec’d. Mbrs. Of ST. Regis K of C & Kathy West
10:30 Father’s Day Novena, John Clahane (Gerry Cahalan),
Ira, Christine, Sarah & Elizabeth Sauber (LIVING),
Catherine West (Antoinette & Dan Ventola), Marie Pierro
(Gilda Johnson), Catherine West (Gilda Johnson)
12:00 Tommy O’Neill (Christine & George Worthington)
5:00
John Leonick (Helen & Jim Ma)
6:30
Spanish Mass

OUR LITURGY
In the first reading from Acts, we hear the account of the Holy
Spirit coming to rest upon the disciples and followers, enabling
them to proclaim the Gospel in many languages. In the second
reading, Paul, writes to the Corinthians about the variety of gifts
and service but one Spirit and Lord. He speaks of the Church as
the body of Christ. In the Gospel (in a passage often referred to
as “John’s Pentecost”), John gives an account of the disciples
and their first experience of the risen Christ - Christ who
breathes on them and tells them to Receive the Holy Spirit.

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Judith Ann Rising, John Nolan
our deceased soldiers and all of our
deceased relatives and friends.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

Sick Prayer List
The Sick Prayer List will be removed from the bulletin as of next week,
and will appear in the bulletin the first week of each month. It will still
remain in the book on the altar in church. The list is getting too long
and some people are thankfully not sick anymore that should be removed.. So please if you would like a name on it send it in or call the
rectory so a new list can be started for the beginning of July. The names
will appear for 6 months and then a new list will start again unless you
renew it.

Get on Board
A few days ago I got to go for a walk at about 8:30 AM. About a block away on Pond Rd, there were a couple of kids
waiting for their school bus. When I was about 3 houses away the bus came and started flashing its yellow lights as about
5 cars behind the bus slowed down for another delay on their way to work. Then, I heard, “WAIT!” and saw a young girl,
with her backpack and an instrument in one hand running toward the bus. The drivers who were delayed by the bus all
started to smile - I guess they have been there too! I stopped to watch, thinking, she has no chance of making the bus. As
I turned around the red lights were going off and the bus started moving and I knew, unless she was an Olympic sprinter,
she didn’t make it. Her mother called out to her, probably ready to say, “Get in the car. I’ll take you.” But then it happened...the red lights went on again and the bus stopped. I looked across the street to her mother and we both said at the
same time, “She made it!” You could practically hear the drivers shout for joy when they saw her get on the bus.
For the rest of my walk, a song was stuck in my head, Get on board little children. Get on board little children. Get on
board little children. There’s room for many a more!
That song is about the Gospel Train - going to heaven and it is about inviting others to join in this journey.
There’s Room For Many A More!
That is how The kingdom community that we call the Church began - with an attitude of invitation. In our first reading on
the day of Pentecost, we hear, “Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem.” (Acts
2:5). They were astounded because every one of them heard the gospel message in his or her own language. The invitation is for all.
Sometimes it seems as if members of the church have forgotten this message - we seem to have forgotten at times that the
word catholic means universal. We seem to have forgotten the invitation to salvation is for all.
Many of us have heard (or maybe even said) some not so nice words about the people who visit us on Palm Sunday,
Christmas, and Easter. But maybe our attitude should be “Get on Board! There’s room for many a more!” Maybe
all they need is a genuine invitation!
A priest once spoke to young priests about young families who always come in late for mass. He said, maybe we
should look at them a little closer and see how tired they look - being a parent these days is exhausting! He then told
us that our compassion would go a long way with these families. “Get on Board! There’s room for many a more!”
Maybe we should cheer these families like the inconvenienced drivers seemed to do when that little girl made the bus!
About 40 years ago I saw an awesome poster. It had a loaf of bread, a bottle of wine and a glass. It said something
like, “The savior of the world invites you to a dinner being given in his honor.” As I read it, I really felt like it was
written to me, that Jesus wants me to be at the table with him! About 20 years later, I saw the exact same poster, except for the wording. The newer one said, “The savior of the world invites you to a dinner being given in his honor.
But first make sure you make a good confession and do your penance.” If we listen to the Eucharistic Prayers, we
hear Jesus say, Take this, ALL OF YOU and eat of it. This is my body given for you! Somewhere along the line,
some in the church decided that there isn’t room for many a more, only room for those who follow the rules the way I
understand them. But the message from Jesus and the message of Pentecost is “Get on Board! There’s room for
many a more!”
Once I got a call from someone who was in between a wedding mass and the reception. Something happened at the
mass, and they wanted my opinion on it. A young woman, dressed for the party in a very skimpy dress brought forward the gifts. The priest told her in a voice that many in the church heard, “You should be ashamed of yourself.” I
did not give my opinion because it was a no win situation. But I’ll give a thought about it now. Maybe she was
dressed inappropriately for church, but that was clearly not a teachable moment and that style of correction could
probably have had a more negative effect on her and others than the priest had in mind. Since I was not there, I don’t
know how I would have handled the situation. But I do know this, strict following of the rules, and forcing others to
do the same when they have no idea why these rules exist, is not necessarily the best way to invite people into God’s
kingdom. Again, the words to that song echo in my heart and head, “Get on Board! There’s room for many a more!”
Maybe we need to introduce people to the Good Shepherd and let him to the guiding!
One thing I learned from that race to the bus and the reaction of just about everyone there is that we ought to encourage
one another on our journey - cheer each other on! Isn’t that really what we in the church ought to do - encourage one another and help each other on the journey of becoming saints?
Even though he has never said these words, it seems to me that my good friend Pope Francis has been communicating to
the world that, if you want to walk with Jesus, wherever you are today is a good starting point. And if you want to walk
with Jesus, the church will walk with you. Great message - can we live it?
I am an impatient driver. I learned a lesson that morning about patience and paying attention - it can lead to joy! But I
also was reminded that in church we need to invite and welcome. There’s room for many a more!
- Fr Mike
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Respect Life
Pro-Life vs. Pro-Abortion, by the numbers
The abortion industry and their supporters in government and on
college campuses would have us believe that the majority of
American citizens are in favor of woman’s right to choose abortion when she feels it is appropriate for her, claiming that 57% of
us are in favor of “legal abortion.” But according to the Pew
Research Center, when the stipulation that all abortion should be
legal is added to the polling question, the support drops to just
33%. Unfortunately, this was one of just a few encouraging statistics offered in this set of data.
Pew listed a lot of different breakdowns on support for legal
abortion, including Political party, with Republicans saying that
abortion should be illegal in all, or most cases by a margin of
65% to 35%, while Democrats believe that abortion should be
legal by a margin of 75% to 25%. Conservative Republicans are
Pro-Life by 71% to 27%, while Liberal Democrats are proabortion by the staggering margin of 91% to 9%. 70% of college
graduates believe in legal abortion, while people with a high
school education or less are split 50/50.
The figures by religion are disappointing. 70% of evangelical
Protestants are Pro-Life, but that’s where the good news ends.
People with no religious affiliation are in favor of abortion by a
margin of 80% to 20%. Mainline Protestants are in favor of legal
abortion by a margin of 67% to 33%. Lastly, Catholics are in
favor of legal abortion by a margin of 53% to 44%. Only two
groups can be counted on to support the Pro-Life movement the
majority of the time; Evangelical Protestants, and Republicans.
The richer you are, the more educated you are, and the more secular you are, the more strongly you support abortion. This raises
a critical point for all of us as Catholics, as people of God, and as
citizens. We, as a society, have gotten to the point where we are
eliminating God from our lives. And it is not just the militant
atheist groups we hear about that want to remove “In God we
trust” from our currency, and “under God” from the pledge of
allegiance. It is the insidious advance of other issues that take
the place of God. Money, success, materialism, athletics, entertainment, to name a few, have all become more important than
God. The number of people bringing up their children in the
church, or in any religion, decreases with each subsequent generation, with the logical conclusion being the complete elimination
of Christian religions. We are creating a void where God should
be, and therefore creating a void where good should be. Voids
are always filled, and this one is being filled with indifference,
which will inevitably lead to evil.
We must fight, through prayer, and through action to reverse this
trend. We must trust in our lord, Jesus Christ, and strive to become part of the solution.
Have blessed week, from the Respect Life Committee!
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah
1:5

Our Prayer and Action In
Building the City of God
Sunday June 2nd Collections:
Same Week Last Year
This Year Weekly Average (to-date)
Last Year Weekly Average was
Mass Attendance on Sun. June 2nd
This Year Avg. Mass Attendance
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance

$16,949
$19,986
$17,361
$18,210
1,308
1,430
1,535

Welcome back, Father Keith
Please join us at Mass on Monday, June 10, 2019, 7:30pm celebrated by Fr. Keith Maczkiewicz, S.J.
As part of our 50th Anniversary of our present church building we looked back on the many
people that shared in building up the city of God. Fr. Keith, who grew up in Lake Ronkonkoma with his four siblings, including a twin sister, was an altar server for many years at St. Joseph Parish. We look forward to sharing this time with Fr. Keith as he shares his ministry journey with us and how St. Joseph Parish impacted that journey.

To Celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Fr. Mike’s Ordination
Saturday June 29th after the 5pm Mass
Carew Hall
All are welcome to join in the celebration of this milestone!
~ Food ~ Drinks ~ Music ~
Please call the Rectory if you are interested in attending
631-588-8456

Our 2019 Summer Party will be Saturday July 20th. There will be food,
games, entertainment, basket raffles and our annual Backwards Drawing!
Please plan to attend for a fun evening with the whole parish!!

We are in need of volunteers for the Annual Parish Summer Party. Volunteers would
take part in different subcommittees to help make our summer party a success.
Subcommittees will include food, drink, games/entertainment, and raffles. If you are
interested in joining, please send an email including the information below to
christina@stjoronk.org, or return the tear off to the rectory by June 20th.
--------------------------------------------------------------------Name: ________________________ Subcommittee interest: ______________
Preferred method of contact (email or phone): ___________________________

Looking for Volunteers !!!!!
Selling raffle tickets after weekend Masses
Selling raffle tickets the night of the Summer Party
Food booth servers, Kids activities, Entertainment
Please call the rectory with name and contact information.

St. Joseph Parish
Summer Party
Raffle Basket Donations
It’s that time of the year again—we are preparing for our Annual Parish Summer Party. Please join us in
putting on our “Thinking Caps” as we collect donations for the Themed Raffle Basket’s. We are asking
each Parish Ministry to sponsor at least one basket donation valued at a minimum of $50 (*valued at, so
look for sales, bargains, clearance items worth $50 in value).
We also invite all parish families and local businesses to participate and consider a donation as well. In the
past we have had a beautiful and varied collection of basket themes — such as ‘summer fun’, ‘gardening’,
‘car care’, ‘pet care’, ‘movie night’ just to name a few.
Please bring your basket to the rectory as soon as possible. Also, please list the contents and the name of
the ministry/organization/family/individual on an index card or small sheet of paper and attach it to the
basket. . We will have preview and presale of basket raffles in Carew Hall on the weekends leading up to
the party. Thank you for your for your donations and cooperation in helping to make this year’s Summer
Party fun and a success.

What theme can you
come up with ???

Have fun, be creative, think of what you would like
to win and then make a basket to donate,
individually or with a group !

Thank You!
Thanks to everyone for your attentiveness last week as we presented an invitation to participate in the Catholic Ministries Appeal
(CMA). The CMA really is an opportunity for us to join in the many ways of serving the people of our diocese.
As I was reflecting on this appeal, and how we are all called to join in the many works of mercy that this appeal supports, I
realized that when you give to this appeal, you join me on one of the works I have been involved in for the last two years. At
Deacon Ed’s ordination I was approached by a deacon friend from another parish. He is now working as a chaplain in the
Suffolk County Jail and asked me if I would be able to help by celebrating mass there once a month. I have been doing this work
since then, but I realize now that, through the CMA, you are with me when I visit these men who are trying to improve their lives.
Thank you for being with me in this ministry.
The CMA helps our parish. All of our deacons in our parish and your pastor went through formation in our seminary system that
is supported by the CMA. We currently have another man, Matt Yellico, in diaconate formation and a young man, Jonathan
Pham, in priestly formation. Both of their formation is supported by the CMA. Thank you for helping to form them.
But again, we really should look at the CMA as a way to support works of mercy that are just too big for our parish to do.
Whatever you do for the least of my brothers and sisters, you do for me. (Mt 25:40)
The CMA helps our parish even more if we reach our goal of $80,000. When we reach that goal, we get 20% back (that’s
$16,000 for us to use in parish ministries).
To those who already made a pledge - Thank you! For those who are thinking about it, a pledge form is available below.
100% of your donations to the CMA go to ministries, either in the diocese or back here when we get our rebate!
-Fr Mike
————————————————————————————————————————————Catholic Ministries Appeal Pledge
Make checks payable to Catholic Ministries Appeal
Donor Name_________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________
City________________________________________________________
State_______________________ Zip_____________________________
Parish_______________________________________________________
Email_______________________________________________________
I/We agree to make a gift of”
__$500 __$250 __$100 __$50 __$25 __ Other Pledge amount ______
100% of All Funds Raised are Restricted to Support the Ministries of the Catholic Ministries Appeal
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Cub Scout Pack 272
Scout Troop 272
St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and Scout Troop 272
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and
up).
For more information or to enroll your child,
contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060
or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org.

CYO Sport Programs
http://stjoecyosports.com
Baseball:
Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):
Gene
588-1879
Travel * (Boys)
Vinny
521-5544
Basketball:
Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com) Brittney 445-9099
Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2) Nick
585-7723
Boys Grades 3-12)
Vinny
521-5544
Travel*
Vinny
521-5544
Track:
Boys & Girls, Grades K-8
Jerry
585-4048
Soccer :
Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13) Joe 585-0748
jcaiolahome@gmail.com
Travel (LIJSL):
Rob
721-8831
Softball:
Dennis
467-6174

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have
a YEAR-ROUND scouting program.

Venturing Events
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass
Venturing is open to men and women age 14
through 20 who have graduated from 8th
Grade. This year's crew plan is jam packed
with interesting and fun activities here at St.
Joseph's and "off-campus" as well.
Come to our meeting and check it out.
Visit our next meeting:
June 9, 2019 Tonight
e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org
phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675

What did you do this weekend?

Richard Avilies
Lorenzo George DeLiso
Logan Foster
Avery Michael Hank
Jace Michael Hofbauer
Raelin Jo Kiernan
Luke Cameron Ramos

Faced with a Drinking Problem?
Perhaps
Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help.
“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group
Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church
In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear)
Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm
And
Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm
“The Only Requirement for Membership
Is a desire to stop drinking.”

“Al-Anon”
Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship
of families and friends of alcoholics.
It is a support program which meets
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thursdays 10AM –12 Noon in the basement of the rectory. (Entrance is in
the rear)
For more information please call
631-669-2827.

