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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, June 30 (Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)) 

7:00  John C. Dias (John & Rosa Dias) 

9:00  Rocco Martusciello (Loving Family), Larry DeGray 

  (Bob & Kathy Coco), Willia, Sliwka (Luz, Villa & Family) 

10:30  Lois Long (St. Joseph CYO) 

12:00  Dorothy Dorfer (Loving Family) 

5:00  Anthony Catalano (Brian & Elizabeth Dinger & Family) 

6:30  Spanish Mass 
Monday, July 1 

  7:00   For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Angelo DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo) 

Tuesday, July 2 

  7:00     Monica Waring (Loving Husband) 

  9:00  Dominador Samson (The Pastorin Family) 

 Wednesday, July 3 

  7:00     For the People of the Parish 

  9:00     Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson) 

Thursday, July 4 

  7:00  Anthony & Alfred Croce (The Jaconetti Family) 

  9:00  Carol A. Walsh (Loving Husband Greg) 

 Friday, July 5 

  7:00  For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Joan Echausse (The Bergin-DiNero Families) 

Saturday, July 6 

8:00       Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo) 

5:00  Joan Clahane (Gerry Cahalan & Kathleen McCormack), 

  Jason Capizzi (The Magiacapre Family), For the People 

  of the Parish 

Sunday, July 7 (Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)) 

7:00  Janice Dennis (Noreen & Paul) 

9:00  Riziero Ferrante (Sally & Giulio Ferrante) 

10:30  Angela & Frankie Pogacar & Family, Flor Santiago 

  (The Mottola Family), Catherine West (The Mottola 

  Family), Michael Ramos (The Mottola Family),  

  Catherine West (Maria Johnson Ferraro), Dominador 

  Samson (Mr. & Mrs. Villa) 

12:00  Dorothy Dorfer (The Monahan Family) 

5:00  Fannie Muzzonigro (Lauren, Brian & Kristina & Chris) 

6:30  Spanish Mass 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

In Memory of 

Vincent Festa 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

    Jason Capizzi, Veronica Tantone, David Brown, 
Mary Caron, Joan Scanlon 

 

        our deceased soldiers and all of our  
deceased relatives and friends. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 

In the reading from the First Book of Kings, the Lord tells Elijah to find 
Elisha and anoint him as prophet to succeed (him). Elisha, though he 
wants to wait until he can say goodbye to his parents, nevertheless 
slaughters his oxen and follows. In the second reading, Paul writes to 
the Galatians about the freedom that Christ came to bring us which, if 
we live by the Spirit, allows up to not be controlled by the desires of the 
flesh. In the Gospel, Jesus is making his final journey to Jerusalem., and 
tells those who want to follow him that they must do so without delay. 

 

2020 MASS BOOK IS NOW OPEN 



So Now What? 
 

I am writing this on Tuesday morning as I wait to go out and say good bye to our St Joseph School students and faculty for 
the last time.  We are now a parish without a school.  What does that mean?  

First, it means and end - a death of something that has been part of the life of this parish for so long it may seem like 
forever.  There is a mourning process.  Some of the mourning may have been done immediately after the announcement 
that we will have to close the school last January.  But honestly, the reality and finality of it all is much more present now 
than in January.  It does hurt.  At the Last Supper, Jesus told his disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You have 
faith in God; have faith also in me.” (John 14:1).  But when your heart is troubled, it is very difficult to turn it off.  So what 
I say is, “Let our hearts be troubled if we must.  But because of our faith in God, let’s not let the trouble win.” 

I use this gospel passage at wakes very often and one piece of advice I give to the mourners is to tell stories about the one 
who is deceased, but look for God’s presence in them.  That advice holds true in our situation.  I encourage anyone who has 
any connection with St Joseph School to share memories from your time in the school.  Talk about teachers, about lessons 
learned, about school sponsored events and times of shared joy connected with our school.  But look for God’s presence in 
these memories.  This is part of the healing process. 

Another thing I always tell people at wakes and funerals it to come to the place where heaven and earth meet - to church to 
celebrate our sacramental life.  Years ago a child described a sacrament to me as a hug from Jesus.  So this is a place where 
we can bring our troubled hearts and get comfort from our Lord. 

One more piece of advice for all who may find yourself mourning at the loss of our school: waves of emotion come when 
they come.  We have no control over them.  When they come, let them take you to the pain because the cross is the only 
path to the resurrection. 

But Now, How Do We Go Forward? 
 

I need to clarify one thing - the school closing does not mean the end of our financial difficulties.  We have been running a 
deficit budget for a long time.  A lot of it had to do with supporting a school with diminishing enrollment, but the school 
was not the only reason we have had financial difficulties.  Our budget for 2019-2020 will still be a deficit budget.  We still 
have two large buildings to maintain and no tuition income to help maintain them.  But we are taking steps toward being 
fiscally solvent.: 

 We plan to sell our Outreach House and move Parish Outreach to the rear of the Lower School building.  This will be a 
long process because there are many small hurdles connected with selling church property and with the Town of 
Brookhaven.  But the process has begun. 

 Our Faith Formation offices will move to the front of the Lower School building and classes will be held only in that 
building because it is much more accessible to all.   The Outreach hours and Faith Formation class hours will not 
overlap.   

 Our New Evangelization Office will also move to the Lower School building.  Since Evangelization and Faith 
Formation often work together this will be a good set up.  Some of our classrooms will have larger desks or even tables 
and chairs so they will be able to be used for meeting space when classes are not in session. 

What About The Upper School Building? 
 

 During the summer, Shepherd’s Gate Academy is renting this space to run a camp.   

 Longer range plans for this building had been put on a back burner during the school year out of respect for the school 
community.  The other buildings involved internal changes so we could discuss them without disrupting school time.  
Discussion about the Upper School building involves the possibility of leasing it out but we could not bring in any 
potential tenant to see it while classes were going on.  A week ago we met with people from diocesan offices about the 
sale of the Outreach House and they brought up the possibility of helping us find a tenant.  We believe we do not need 
the classrooms for parish purposes.  But we know that we need the gym for CYO and for some larger Faith Formation 
gatherings.  Any lease will include this in the contract. 

When I came here I said my only agenda is “Let us build the City of God.”  That remains true.  The City of God is not 
about buildings - it is about hearts.  Buildings, and use of buildings and budgets are part of it all but ultimately it is about 
each one of us turning our heart toward Jesus again and again and following him more closely. 

...My writing just got interrupted by a visit from our principal, Mr. Kuntzler.  He had a few last minute business items to 
take care of, but of course we had some time to talk about much that has happened over the last five years and then the last 
six months.  In the course of our brief conversation, he spoke about his future which is up in the air.  The hope that he 
showed touched my heart.  He said, “God has a plan - I don’t know what it is but I’ll do my best to follow it as the 
adventure continues to unfold.”  Maybe that is the attitude we all should have as we continue to build the City of God. 
   

                                                                                                                                                           -Fr Mike 





PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 
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Our Prayer and Action In                 
 Building the City of God 
 

Sunday June 23rd Collections:    $20,434 

Same Week Last Year    $17,098 

This Year Weekly Average (to-date)                  $17,581 

Last Year Weekly Average was                              $18,210 

Mass Attendance on Sun. June 23rd                         1,260 

This Year Avg. Mass Attendance                               1,421 

Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance                               1,535 

 

 

     Respect Life 
Arguing the Pro-Life Position, Part Two 

Reprinted from January 16th 2018 

Personhood 

Another popular pro-abortion argument is “It’s not a person/baby.”  
The most common comments are “it’s not a person yet,” or “it’s a 
potential life,” or “it’s a blob of cells.”  

The blob of cells argument 

The science surrounding human gestation and development is be-
coming clearer each year.  The development of new technology has 
greatly enhanced science’s ability to gather, and analyze data.  This 
fact is making any scientific argument harder and harder for the pro-
abortion complex to make.  But we have had most of the current 
information for decades, if not longer.  At the moment of fertiliza-
tion a zygote is created.  Critical to this fact is that the zygote has 
DNA provided by both parents, which means that all of the genetic 
information necessary to develop into a full term baby is present.  
Gender, hair and eye color, size, intelligence, coordination, and any 
other factor you can think of are all determined at that moment.  The 
baby does not magically TURN HUMAN at some nebulous point.  
The baby is a distinct person immediately, separate from the mother.  
Science describes life as something having the capacity to grow, 
metabolize, respond to stimuli, adapt, and reproduce.  The baby in 
the zygote form possesses all of these qualities.  At no point is this 
baby an inanimate blob of cells.  

 “It’s a potential Life” 

We are either alive, or we are dead.  It seems a somewhat silly argu-
ment to describe a person as potentially dead, and just as silly to 
describe them as potentially alive.  We either exhibit the qualities of 
life, or we don’t.  The idea of “potential life” presumes that some-
thing has the ability to, at some point in the future, become alive.  
But as our brief look at the zygote illustrates, life is present instanta-
neously.  There is growth, metabolic activity, responses to various 
stimuli, adaptation to an environment, and the presence of genetic 
material necessary for reproduction. 

 “It’s not a person yet” 

Personhood has traditionally been the crux of the pro-abortion argu-
ment.  If an admission is made that the unborn child is indeed a per-
son, then it is harder to justify abortion.  They can argue that when a 
fetus attains a certain size, then it is a person.  But since when does 
size determine value?  Is a toddler less valuable then a teenager?  
What size determines our personhood, and who determines that?  
They can argue that the fetus is a person when it can feel pain, but 
people with certain medical conditions, or under anesthesia, don’t 
feel pain.  Is it okay to kill them?  They can argue that when the ba-
by is born, they are now a person, but why does the baby’s physical 
location or environment determine their personhood?  They can ar-
gue that you can abort a baby until it reaches viability, but as we 
discussed last week, why does dependency on the mother dictate the 
baby’s right to live.  If dependency determines the right to live, then 
everyone from the age of 18 to 66 do not possess that right, and 
probably many others. 

To build the City of God, we need all of His citizens, and not just 
those deemed convenient, or desirable.  Please pray to help end abor-
tion, and restore the respect for life to our great nation.  

The Respect Life Committee wishes you a safe and blessed week!  

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 

Sick Prayer List 
The Sick Prayer List will be removed from the bulletin as of next week, 
and will appear in the bulletin the first week of each month. It will still 
remain in the book on the altar in church. The list is getting too long 
and some people are thankfully not sick anymore that should be re-
moved.. So please if you would like a name on it send it in or call the 
rectory so a new list can be started for the beginning of July. The names 
will appear for 6 months and then a new list will start again unless you 
renew it. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 

 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 



$50 each or 5 Tickets for $200 

Grand Prize $5,000; 2nd Prize $2,000, 3rd Prize $1000,  

4th - 6th Prize $500, 7th - 10th Prize $200, 11th - 15th Prize $50 

 

Name: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: _________________________________________  Parish ID #: _______________________________ 

 

# of $50 tickets: ______________ 

# of 5 ticket bundles for $200: _______________ 

 

Total $: ________________ 

 

Please complete the above & return it in the Sunday collection or directly to   St. Joseph Church, 45 Church St. 
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779. Tickets will be returned to you upon receipt of this request and your payment. Thank 
you for your support. 

St. Joseph RC Church Summer Party Grand Raffle 

Looking for Volunteers !!!!! 
 

 Selling raffle tickets after weekend Masses 

 Selling raffle tickets the night of the Summer Party 

 Food booth servers, Kids activities, Entertainment 
 

Please call the rectory with name and contact information. 



Our 2019 Summer Party will be Saturday July 20th. There will be food, games, entertainment, basket 
raffles and our annual Backwards Drawing! Please plan to attend for a fun evening with the whole  
parish!! 

 

 

 
We are in need of volunteers for the Annual Parish Summer Party. Volunteers would take part in different 
subcommittees to help make our summer party a success. Subcommittees will include food, drink, games/
entertainment, and raffles. If you are interested in joining, please send an email including the information below 
to christina@stjoronk.org, or return the tear off to the rectory by June 20th.  

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Name: _______________________-_ Subcommittee interest: ______________ 

 

Preferred method of contact (email or phone): ___________________________  

mailto:christina@stjoronk.org




 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

                     June 30, 2019 Tonight 

             e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene     588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)       Vinny    521-5544       

Basketball:  

Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com)      Brittney 445-9099 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)     Nick  585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                   Vinny  521-5544 

Travel*                        Vinny  521-5544 

Track:     

Boys & Girls, Grades K-8         Jerry   585-4048 

Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

                                                jcaiolahome@gmail.com 

Travel (LIJSL):                                     Rob  721-8831 

Softball:                                           Dennis  467-6174 

Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

And 

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

“Al-Anon” 
 

Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship 
of families and friends of alcoholics. 
It is a support program which meets 
here at St. Joseph’s Church on Thurs-
days 10AM –12 Noon in the base-
ment of the rectory. (Entrance is in 
the rear)  

For more information please call  

631-669-2827. 

 

 

 

Robert Joseph Canavan 

Leah Charlotte Kurz 

Nicholas Cesario Langella 

Richard James Luciani 

Madison Sarli 

Gabriella Harriet Swisher 


