
September 29, 2019   —   Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, Sept. 29 (Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  7:00  Cornelius J. Dunleavy (Loving Wife Ann) 

  9:00  Jorge Justiniano (Eddie, Tara & Family) 

10:30  Catherine West (Eileen & Tom McManus), David Maggio 

  (Monet & Rusel Roxas), Jerard McMahon (Kathleen 

  Badger), Frank Verde (Julia Fini), Helen West (Edward 

  Gabriel), For the People of the Parish 

12:00  Anthony Catalano (Respect Life Ministry) 

   5:00 Jerry Spero & Wife Lucy (Rosemarie) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 
Monday, Sept. 30  

  7:00   For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Gerard J. DeLuca (The Binger Family) 

Tuesday, Oct. 1 

  7:00     John Cronin (Carole & Hayes Family) 

  9:00  Raymond Grieb (Linda & Lorraine) 

 Wednesday, Oct. 2 

  7:00     For the People of the Parish 

  9:00     Raymond Grieb (Michele & Carl Nappi) 

Thursday, Oct. 3 

  7:00  Ourania Pallace (Loving Family) 

  9:00  Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson) 

 Friday, Oct. 4 

  7:00  Jennifer Waitkus (Loving Family) 

  9:00  Vin, Susan & Rachel Llanes (LIVING) 

Saturday, Oct. 5 

  8:00     Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo) 

  5:00  Raymond Grieb (St. Joseph EM’s), Laura Hymes 

  (Bonnie, Eric & Alana Yannone) , For the People 

  Of the Parish 

Sunday, Oct. 6 (Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  7:00  Michael Galgano (Tom Flynn) 

  9:00  Stanislaw Lajewski (Loving Daughter & Family) 

10:30  Jose Martins ((Loving Family) 

12:00  Raymond Grieb (Patty & Jerry Peters), Angelo Cutrone 

  (St. Joseph EM’s), Laura Hymes (Armando & Carissa 

  Siciliani) 

   5:00 Raymond Grieb (Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hahn 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

In Memory of 

Carol A. Walsh 

Requested by 

Greg 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 
 

Carmela Pitagno,  Paul Moschetti, Nancy Schramm 
 

our deceased soldiers and all of our  
deceased relatives and friends. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 
 

In the first reading from Amos, we hear a warning about comfort 
and wanton revelry leading to complacency, resulting in exile, 
Saint Paul writes to Timothy, instructing him to lay hold of 
eternal life by keeping the commandments and pursuing the 
goods such as love, righteousness and faith. In the Gospel, Jesus 
tells the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, who both receive 
what is just in eternal life. 

The Blessing of the Animals 
 

On Sunday October 6th at 1:30 
PM we will have the blessing 
of the Animals on the front 
lawn of the rectory. Please 
join us with your pets. 



Loving Service Includes Serving Dignity 
 

The holidays are coming, and with them come rushes of 
donations.  At least once, in every parish in which I have 
served, we have received a frozen turkey on Thanksgiving 
morning.  Honestly, that is not too useful because before 
Thanksgiving all of the people who have asked for help have 
received help.  But also there is not enough time to defrost and 
cook the turkey for Thanksgiving dinner. 

So, maybe it is time to plan ahead.  While doing so, maybe we 
can think of the needs of the people we are serving - one major 
need is DIGNITY.  Sometimes, giving a pre-packaged basket 
with all the things we think a family needs does not serve their 
real needs.  In today’s world with many food allergies, some of 
the things we think are necessary are actually forbidden on 
another family’s table. 

But there is another reality - look at the column to the left.  It is 
a reminder that our community today is filled with many people 
of many different cultures who, even though they want to share 
in the American tradition of Thanksgiving, may do it in very 
different ways with very different food.  Personally I could not 
imagine a Thanksgiving dinner without  a turkey as the 
centerpiece.  But that is a cultural bias from my childhood.  As 
a loving Christian, I have to remember that others may see 
things differently. 

So how do we serve dignity at the holidays? 

Today’s world offers us great opportunities to remain generous 
and serve dignity at the same time.  One way is through 
supermarket gift cards.  This allows a family in need the 
opportunity to decide for themselves what is best for their table. 

I know this type of giving involves risk - People may misuse 
the gift cards.  But I believe the benefit is worth the risk.  I also 
believe a work of mercy that serves the dignity of others is an 
even greater work of mercy. 

A young man once came to my office, and in conversation, he 
told me how trying to do works of mercy has brought him 
closer to God.  He then told me about two works of mercy he 
did.  The first came when he was leaving a supermarket and a 
man approached him looking for a handout.  “I’m a millennial.  
We don’t carry cash,” he explained.  But then he went back in 
the store to an ATM and took out $20 for the man. 

He then told me about his second work of mercy that happened 
as he was about to leave the parking lot.  “I chose to not get out 
of my car and confront the man when I saw him going into the 
liquor store with the $20 I had just given him.” 

This young man took a chance.  Some may say he got burned.  
But I think his actions were very much like God who took a 
chance with each one of us in giving us free will, which is 
God’s nod to our human dignity.      

       -Fr Mike 

A Belated Thank You 
 

On Saturday, September 14, our parish had our first 
International Festival.  It was a way of celebrating 50 
years of growth as a community in our church building.  It 
was also a way to celebrate that we are a truly catholic 
Church (catholic with a lower case “c” means universal). 

Our community includes people from many, many cultures 
and yet we are all members of the Mystical Body of 
Christ. 
 

Here are some of the comments that were made during the 
party: 
 

 “We have so much food coming in that we are running 
out of places to put it all - WHAT A GREAT 
PROBLEM TO HAVE!” 

 “In my entire life (from a teen) I have never seen the 
Church as lively as it was for the 5:00 mass before the 
party!” 

 “We ought to do this every three months!”  The person 
who made this comment backed off a little when I 
(half jokingly) tried to make her the chairperson of the 
party committee! 

 The positive comments continued after the party was 
over! 
 

There are many people to thank for the success of this 
celebration - basically everyone who participated.  Thanks 
to Mike our DJ who got old and young involved in the 
celebration.  Thanks to all the young people who came to 
help set up and who helped with serving food and selling 
meat raffle and 50/50 tickets (here’s a real sign of church 
life - many of these young people finished their prescribed 
amount of service hours for Confirmation but just wanted 
to stay and help anyway).  It wasn’t just young people 
setting up and serving - so thanks to all of you adult 
members of our community who worked side by side with 
our kids.  Thanks to so many who took the time to prepare 
food from your culture or family tradition to share with us.  
Thanks to Don who spent so much time in the very hot 
kitchen making sure the next round of food was ready to 
go out.  Thanks to our coffee makers and our other raffle 
ticket salespeople. 

Mostly, thanks to St Joseph Parish staff members who did 
so much behind the scenes and on the scene work to make 
this party happen.  It is a joy to work with you all!  Of 
particular note are Maryanne Trezza and Michele Nappi 
who both put in a more than 12 hour day on their feet on 
top of days and weeks of preparation for this event - 
planning, calling and emailing people to come help, 
reaching out to students in our faith formation program 
and their parents whose schedules are always hectic, 
organizing a million things and then dealing with 
inevitable mishaps (always with a smile).  Michele has a 
fit bit that told her she had covered ten miles on Saturday!
        

           -Fr Mike 

Mark Your Calendars 
It may seem early, but please mark your calendars for Tuesday, 
November 26 when we will host Ronkonkoma’s annual 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Prayer Service.   

This prayer service is a great way for us to get together with our 
“Cousins in the Faith” from the other local Churches to share 
some things we all have in common - grateful thankful hearts 
and total trust in God. 

After the Word Service, we invite everyone down to Carew Hall 
for snacks and conversation.  Hope to see many of you there! 

 

-Fr Mike 
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Our Prayer and Action In                 
 Building the City of God 
 

 

Sunday Sept. 22nd, Collections:     $15,655   

Same Week Last Year    $14,835 

Last Year Weekly Average was                              $17,858    

 

Mass Attendance on Sun. Sept. 22nd                        1,216                      

Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance                               1,385 

     Respect Life 

 

 

 

Joelle Danorio 

Alejandro  Antonio Lazo 

Natasha Marcella Lazo Gonzalez 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Outreach is in dire need of 
Toiletries, Tuna Fish, Canned Fruit 
and Canned Meat. 
 

If you can donate any of these items , please 
bring to the Outreach building or the Rectory. 
 

Thank you in advance. 

Former Planned Parenthood Leana Wen is at Odds With the Coun-

try’s Largest Abortion Provider 

Planned Parenthood, the country’s single largest provider of abortions, 

and the recipient of approximately $500,000,000 per year in Federal 

grants, has come under fire from their previous CEO, Leana Wen, MD.  

Dr. Wen is slamming the organization’s “abortion first” philosophy, and 

claims they are trying to “buy her silence.”    Dr. Wen was fired in July, 

after an extremely brief tenure with the abortion giant.  At the time, phil-

osophical differences were cited as the reason for the split.  Dr. Wen 

claims that the abortion giant is withholding her severance pay, and re-

fusing to pay for her family’s health insurance, in compliance with her 

contract with Planned Parenthood, unless she signs a gag order.  Dr. Wen 

refuses to sign the gag order. 

Obviously both parties in this situation support abortion.  The crux of the 

matter is what Planned Parenthood was going to emphasize going for-

ward.  Dr. Wen wanted to emphasize that abortion was a healthcare is-

sue, and approach it that way.  She believed that this would provide com-

mon ground with the average American.  The ramifications of this ap-

proach would mean that proper healthcare would have to be provided to 

the patients, and that all options would have to be discussed between the 

mother, and her physician.  This stance is absolutely unacceptable to the 

abortion giant.  Their current tactics are reported to include high pressure 

sales techniques.  They never allow the mother to see the ultrasound that 

is performed prior to the abortion.  They have no interest in CHOICE, 

despite their Pro-Choice mantra.  Make no mistake, Planned Parenthood 

is all about abortion, and abortion is all about money.  Dr. Wen, for all 

her misguided thought process, does understand that you don’t go into a 

medical procedure as serious as abortion because you were pressured 

into it by a “counselor” the way an inexperienced buyer is pressured by a 

used car salesman. 

Planned Parenthood’s stance is that abortion is a political issue, and a 

women’s rights issue.  Conveniently for the abortion giant, their stance 

has an extremely synergetic relationship with their financial well being.  

Despite all their twisted reporting on numbers, and the services they 

offer (reporting which is disingenuous at best), their income comes from 

abortion.  Without abortion they cease to exist. 

Unfortunately Dr. Wen and her husband suffered a miscarriage that she 

spoke candidly about in an op-ed piece she did for The Washington post.  

This tragedy may have changed Dr. Wen’s views as far as what the mis-

sion of Planned Parenthood should be.  The New York Times reached 

the conclusion that Dr. Wen’s thoughts in the article fell far to the right 

of the usual pro-abortion rhetoric; perhaps too far to the right.  The op-ed 

piece was written prior to her firing, and was done without consultation 

with the abortion giant. 

    CONTINUED 

 

As always, we have the ultimate weapon to combat abortion; Prayer!  

Please consider taking a moment and praying for the folks at Planned 

Parenthood, that they might change their direction, and arrive at the con-

clusion that all life is sacred, and a gift from our Heavenly Father, and, as 

always, please pray for the victims of abortion. 

The Respect Life Ministry wishes everyone a blessed week.  God Bless! 







Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

“Al-Anon” 
 

Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship 
of families and friends of alcoholics. It 
is a support program which meets here 
at St. Joseph’s Church on Thursdays 
10AM –12 Noon in the basement of 
the rectory. (Entrance is in the rear)  

For more information please call  

631-669-2827. 

 

  

This Fall, couples who have been married fifty 
years will be honored at a Mass on Sunday, No-
vember 3, 2019, 2:00pm at Maria Regina RC 
Catholic Church in Seaford, presided by Bishop 
Andrzej Zglejszewski. Registration forms and  
instructions can be obtained at the rectory. Space 
is limited, registration are accepted on a first 
come first served basis.  The forms can also be 
found on our website www.drvc-faith.org. If you 
have questions. you may call 516-678-5800, ex-
tension 223. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uAQd0bjOjRkrM4i-7Zf0cAqLMuF0GycQ0VGjvtXOwRGPaYWNC_SQDURTonKhXRLVb6CM5B16Q2LGdv_EVwG-uKEkjE50l2cFuUpC8yhKXnr-ZRGebg5YTSoVZmBlWcOp50HknsjCoWG9hmhowItqxedfWZRoSsY5rp5OF60Q7CA=&c=LNgKt10F88pQ5G31Z2QWfyTbQk799FVIcewDNhFgIZT0PO7_qVFsd










 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

                  Setember 29, 2019 Tonight 

             e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene     588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)       Vinny    521-5544       

Basketball:  

Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com)      Brittney 445-9099 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)     Nick  585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                   Vinny  521-5544 

Travel*                        Vinny  521-5544 

Track: (stjoesronktrack@gmail.com)                

Boys & Girls Grades K-8 Tom/Jason     542-2134 

Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

jcaiolahome@gmail.com 

Travel (LIJSL):                                 Jason  875-5209 

ronkonkomarattlesnakes@gmail.com 

Softball:                                           Dennis  467-6174 

St Regis Columbiettes 
 

FALL CRAFT FAIR & YARD SALE 

Columbiette Bake Sale 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13TH  9-5 

ST REGIS KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

2850 POND ROAD 

RONKONKOMA, NY 
 

ADMISSION:    FREE   ALL WELCOME 

TABLE FEES: YARD SALE TABLE:  

$20 PER TABLE 

CRAFT VENDOR FEE: $25 PER TABLE 

 

DEADLINE FOR TABLE  

RESERVATIONS: 

OCTOBER 1ST 

For more information or table  

reservations call 

Vivian at (631) 588-2453. 

CYO Boys Travel Basketball Tryouts  
October 4th 

Cherokee School 
 

4th Grade    6:30 pm 
  (Coach Greg 631-767-4840) 
 

7th Grade   7:30 pm 
  (Coach Mike 631-428-0989) 


