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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, Nov. 3 (Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  7:00  All Souls Novena 

  9:00  The Stursberg Family (Loving Family) 

  All Souls Novena 

10:30  Stanislaw Lajewski (Loving Daughter & Family) 

12:00  Godofredo Alcantara (Loving Wife, Son & Grandson) 

   5:00 All Souls Novena 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 
Monday, Nov. 4 

  7:00   The Rice Family (Loving Family) 

  All Souls Novena  

  9:00  Genevieve Donohue (Loving Family) 

  All Souls Novena 

  7:30  All Souls Mass 

Tuesday, Nov. 5 

  7:00     All Souls Novena 

  9:00  All Souls Novena 

 Wednesday, Nov. 6 

  7:00     Joseph J. Onufrak (Loving Family) 

  9:00     All Souls Novena 

Thursday, Nov. 7 

  7:00  All Souls Novena 

  9:00  All Souls Novena 

 Friday, Nov. 8 

  7:00  All Souls Novena 

  9:00  All Souls Novena 

Saturday, Nov. 9 

  8:00     All Souls Novena 

  5:00  Bill & Theresa Foy (Jim & Cathy Foy) 

  All Souls Novena 

Sunday, Nov. 10 (Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  7:00  All Souls Novena 

  9:00  John Lazzaro (Loving Family) 

  All Souls Novena 

10:30  All Souls Novena 

12:00  All Souls Novena 

   5:00 All Souls Novena 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

In Memory of 

Vincent Festa 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Elizabeth Catalano, Anthony Glavan 
 

our deceased soldiers and all of our  
deceased relatives and friends. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 

In the  Book of Wisdom, the author says that God loves all 
things because they are his, and he overlooks sin so that all 
may repent. In the second reading, Paul offers prayer and 
encouragement to the Thessalonians in their efforts to 
glorify the Lord. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus empowers 
Zacchaeus to return to right relationship with him. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 

 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 



The Answer To That Question is “NO!”! 

I never in my life as a priest thought that I would ever face this question.  Yet, if one person asked it, maybe others are 
wondering too. 

Last weekend, after the 9:00 mass, a woman came up to me and said, “Fr. Mike I have a question.  I want you to look me 
straight in the eye and answer it.  Is our Church going to close?”  When I told her no, she spoke about her concern over all 
the bad things that are happening right now. 

Yes, we are facing some real challenges: 

 As enrollment went down and costs went up, we had no choice to but to close our school. 

 We will be going down to two priests next June and we have to make some schedule changes because two cannot do 
the work of three. 

 We have been named in a lawsuit connected with a sex abuse case from 1975. 

 Even with the closing of our school, we do not yet have a balanced budget - it is much closer to balanced, but we are 
still in the red. 

These are about as challenging of times as I ever would have imagined but… 

Maybe we need to apply one of our prayers at mass to our community: 

After the Lord’s prayer the priest says, “Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your Apostles: ‘Peace I leave you, my peace I give 
you,’  Look not on our sins but on the faith of your Church and grant us peace and unity in accordance with your will, 
who live and reign forever and ever. 

Let’s look at the faith of our church in action - the things that are happening in our parish community in the midst of our 
challenges: 

 We built a new water tower in Fr. Vitus’ community in Nigeria.  Last week I met a priest friend of Fr Vitus who was 
the pastor in that community - he thanked us again for our gift to his community! 

 Google “Gil the Guide Dog” to see the fruitfulness of our work.  We sponsored this puppy who is on his way to 
becoming a guide dog for a blind person. 

 We have raised almost $15,000 to fight childhood cancer in the last two years with our head shaving events. 

 In the last three years we have raised more than $22,000 to help The Life Center in Deer Park. 

 We raised money through our Shoe Shining days and representatives from our parish went to El Salvador with 
Unbound and built two homes there. 

 Over the years our parishioners have changed the lives of 275 children or elderly by sponsoring them through 
Unbound. 

 Our soup kitchen feeds about 150 people a week. 

 Our Outreach serves the needs of hundreds of people every month. 

 Last Tuesday, 147 of our young people celebrated the Gift of the Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

 Last spring, 132 children in our Community celebrated their First Communion. 

 We help over 130 families through the mourning process each year. 

The day Pope Francis was elected, he said he envisions a church that is poor and for the poor.  Guess what, we are living 
that vision as we face our struggles but continue to do loving service and works of mercy!  

There is another question underneath this question.  That is, “Why is this all happening?” 

I learned a long time ago that “why “ questions really just lead us in circles.  Asking a priest a lot of why questions in 
confession, I was literally face to face with a crucifix that he took out of his pocket and held up to me as he said in a stern 
voce, “Mike, I don’t know why!”  Then in a softer voice he said, “And I don’t know why God chose this way to save us, 
but he did.  And I know one thing - this (the crucifix) is somehow connected to where you are and this is where you are 
going to find your answers.” 

The truth is, St Joseph Parish, and the Catholic Church in general, is at the cross right now.  We may even find ourselves 
saying (as Jesus did), “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  I encourage everyone to take out your bible and 
read psalm 22 that begins with this quote.  The psalm is a song of hope.  Immediately after this line it goes on to speak of 
how God responded to our ancestors who cried out for help.  It then goes on to sing God’s praise in the entire assembly of 
the faithful.  And it ends with the prediction that God’s deliverance will be proclaimed to yet unborn generations.   

The truth is, the Cross leads to the Resurrection! 

We are at the cross and we should never deny the pain.  But since the resurrection is the promise held in every cross, we 
should look at where we are as a form of labor pains for new birth in our church.  What will it look like?  I don’t know.  
But God will continue to take care of us!  Maybe the best question we can ask is not, “Why?” but “Where are you?”  God 
will make himself known to each one of us through our works of mercy. 

Please pray for healing and rebirth in our parish and in the Church throughout the world. 

-Fr. Mike 
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     Respect Life Our Prayer in Action         

In Building the City of God 
 

Sunday Oct. 27th Collections:      $14,553 

Same week last year:                     $15,877 

Last Year Weekly Average:           $17,858 

 

Mass Attendance - Sun. Oct. 27th      1,170 

Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance                1,385    

 

All are invited to attend our 

Mass of Remembrance 

Monday, November 4th   7:30PM 
 

We will honor the memory of all those who 
have died.  In addition, the names of those 
whose funerals have taken place here be-
tween 10/1/18 and 9/30/19  will be read aloud. 

 

 

31st Annual Mass for Deceased Children—

Sat, Nov 16 at 12:30pm at St. Agnes Cathe-

dral, 29 Quealy Place in Rockville Centre. 

Come early to inscribe your child’s name in 

the “Book of Families.” No registration re-

quired. For more information, call 516-678-

5800, ext. 236 or email lcreed@drvc.org. 

Respect Life Ministry will meet on Saturday Novem-
ber 9 at 9:30 am in the single story school building.  

All welcome to join us. 

St. Agnes Medal For Service 
Bishop Murphy inaugurated the St Agnes Medal for service in 
our diocese as a way of recognizing the many ways that we all 
glorify the Lord by our lives.  Bishop Barres has continued this 
tradition. 

Every year this medal is one of the biggest challenges I face as a 
pastor - when our parish mission statement is built on loving 
service and works of mercy, and when so many people in our 
parish truly take that mission statement to heart, how do you 
choose one person, or one couple to get the award?  But I have to 
make a choice. 

This year the St Agnes Medal was given to Henry Melchiona 
who has been running our CYO program for years.  He believes 
that this program helps our children in their growth into Christian 
Ladies and Gentlemen.  You probably see Henry riding a golf 
cart during the St Patrick’s Day Parade.  In my five years here I 
have found Henry to be a genuine “go to guy” who helps out in 
many ways.  He is one of the many, many people in our 
community who live our parish mission statement on a daily 
basis. 

Thank you Henry for all your work in our community! 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Prayer Service 

Tuesday, November 26 

St Joseph Church 

7:00 PM 

Come pray in Thanksgiving with our “Cousins in the Faith” 

From the Methodist and Episcopalian communities in 
Ronkonkoma. 

Bring a snack to share downstairs afterward! 

mailto:lcreed@drvc.org
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SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



Real Men Bake Sale 
 

The weekend of November 9th & 10th the Knights of Columbus will be sponsoring a 
Real Men Can Bake cake sale after all masses to benefit veterans. Cakes and baked 
goods will be for sale in the front vestibule and all proceeds will be used to host a 
dinner for those at the Stonybrook Veterans Home. 







 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

                  Nov. 3, 2019 Tonight 

             e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene     588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)       Vinny    521-5544       

Basketball:  

Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com)      Brittney 445-9099 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)     Nick  585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                   Vinny  521-5544 

Travel*                        Vinny  521-5544 

Track: (stjoesronktrack@gmail.com)                

Boys & Girls Grades K-8 Tom/Jason     542-2134 

Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

jcaiolahome@gmail.com 

Travel (LIJSL):                                 Jason  875-5209 

ronkonkomarattlesnakes@gmail.com 

Softball:                                           Dennis  467-6174 

Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

“Al-Anon” 
 

Al-Anon is an anonymous fellowship 
of families and friends of alcoholics. It 
is a support program which meets here 
at St. Joseph’s Church on Thursdays 
10AM –12 Noon in the basement of 
the rectory. (Entrance is in the rear)  

For more information please call  

631-669-2827. 

 

 

 

 

Isabella Regina Hillenbrand 

Matteo Manolio 

Logan Riley Rajotte 


