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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, Nov. 17 (Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  7:00  John C. Dias (The Esteves Family) 

  9:00  Dec’d. Mbrs. Of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes, 

  Henry “Gil” Balkam (St. Regis Columbiettes) 

10:30  James & Joan Burns (The Right to Life Ministry) 

12:00  Dominador Samson (The Pastorin Family), Gil Balkam 

  (Paul & Cris Balkam), Thomas Hughes (The Kelleher  

  Family), Thomas Scanlon (The Kelleher Family), For 

  The People of the Parish 

   5:00 Deborah Waldinger (The Tomlinson Family) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 
Monday, Nov. 18 

  7:00   LCPL Jacob Lamm (Loving Grandparents) 

  9:00  Raymond J. Moran (Patricia McQuaid) 

Tuesday, Nov. 19 

  7:00     Jennifer Waitkus (Loving Family) 

  9:00  In Thanksgiving for St. Joseph (Maire Jose Souffrant) 

 Wednesday, Nov. 20 

  7:00     James J. Heiman (Loving Sister Helen) 

  9:00     Raymond Griffin Jr. (Loving Wife Maryalice) 

Thursday, Nov. 21 

  7:00  Georgiana Lopez (Loving Family) 

  9:00  Robert Filce (Loving Mother) 

 Friday, Nov. 22 

  7:00  Lewis P. Forte (Robert & Rosemary Holland & Family) 

  9:00  Jack Kalish (Norm & Jean Kalish) 

Saturday, Nov. 23 

  8:00     Angela “Julie” Tripi (Libby Tripi) 

  5:00  Ismael Negron (Loving Family), Marianne Lizza Dickson 

  (Lenora Sanfratello), Eleanor Stock (Jim & Maria 

  Lawrence), Carol Miesemer (Eileen & Eric Pape),  

  Aracei D. Cerez (Joyce & Joe Ando), Mary Pinarro 

  (Nicanor Vasquez) 

Sunday, Nov. 24 Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the Universe 

  7:00  Mary E. Gill (MaryAnn Schaudel) 

  9:00  Joseph Michael Cosentino (Loving Parents), Raymond 

  Grieb (Clare & Lou Antonucci), Dominick Pizzuro 

  (Julia & Joseph Rivellese), Bernard Fucci (Clare & Lou 

  Antonucci), Aldo DiChiara (Mr. & Mrs. L. Riccarfelli), 

  Gil Balkam (Gloria & Lou Napolitano) 

10:30  Bevin, Eric, Fran & John Llanes (LIVING) 

12:00  Catherine West (St. Joseph Catholic Daughters) 

   5:00 Jesse Brown (The Marchany Family) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

In Memory of 

Johanna, Joseph & Josephine 
Soldner 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Matteo Amato 
 

             our deceased soldiers and all of our  
deceased relatives and friends. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 
In the first reading, Malachi proclaims the coming judgment 
where the proud and evildoers will face destruction, while those 
who fear the Lord will be healed. In the second reading, Paul 
reminds believers to behave in an orderly way. In the Gospel, 
Jesus describes events that involve the persecution and suffering 
of believers, and warns them not to be taken in by false prophets 
or worldly signs. 



The City Of God Is Still Being Built In Us! 
 

Saturday, November 9 was the Feast of the dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome.  Having this information in your 
head probably doesn’t really impact your life too much.  But I got an email that day with a reflection from “Word Among 
Us”.  This reflection made a connection for me.  Read it: 

MEDITATION 

God is our refuge and our strength. (Psalm 46:2) 

Although the Lateran Basilica is located in Rome, today’s feast is a celebration for the whole Church. Long considered 
the mother church for Catholics throughout the world, the basilica has a tumultuous history. Built sometime between 311–
314, it was plundered in 455 and destroyed by an earthquake in 896. It was rebuilt but then burned down twice. Even so, 
its fourth-century mosaics remain intact.  

Like this marvelous structure, the Church has gone through its own “fires” and “earthquakes”: disagreements from within 
and attacks from without. But despite all of these challenges, the Church continues to stand.  

For example, in its earliest days, the Church could have been torn apart over the question of whether Gentile Christians 
should be circumcised. But in AD 50, Church leaders met in Jerusalem and decided that since God had “made no 
distinction” when he poured out the Holy Spirit, neither should they (Acts 15:9).  

In medieval times, the Church suffered greatly from an overemphasis on power, titles, and politics. But God sparked a 
reform when he told St. Francis of Assisi, “Go and repair my house, which as you see, is falling into ruin.” Francis 
“repaired” the Church by founding an order that focused on the core gospel message and on serving the poor.  

God’s care and protection continue today. A little more than fifty years ago, Pope St. John XXIII called the Second 
Vatican Council. The result? Among other things, the Church made clear that everyone, including laypeople, is equal in 
dignity and can serve the Church and strive for holiness. 

So if you’re worried about the current state of the Church, put your faith in God. He has never forsaken her, and he never 
will! That doesn’t mean that the Church is exempt from problems and challenges. But God can use them to purify it, bring 
it healing, and make it even more beautiful. He is our “refuge and our strength” (Psalm 46:2). He will remain with his 
Church—and with us—always.  

“Jesus, thank you for your care for the Church. I trust in you.” 

After Reading This Reflection, I Went To Our Parish Healing Mass... 

Deacon Bill Dobbins preached at this mass and he used the story of the Road to Emmaus from Luke’s gospel.  He spoke 
about where the disciples were when they encountered Jesus - how it seemed as if all hope was gone, but that Jesus 
himself approached them.  God never leaves us.  He spoke about how the disciples were changed from their encounter 
with Jesus.  At first they were disciples (followers of Jesus) but after he was made known to them in the breaking of the 
Bread, they were transformed.  They became Apostles (sent to spread the Good News)!  They ran back to Jerusalem to 
share what they had experienced - how Jesus spoke to them and broke open the scriptures for them and then how he was 
made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

Having read this reflection, and then listening to Deacon Bill’s preaching, I was reminded of the fact hat God is going to 
get his church through the difficulties (crisis) we now face.  God is going to give us new life and rebuild our church.  I 
was also reminded of something from Bishop Barron’s book Letter to a suffering Church:  God raised up saints in some 
very challenging times to renew and rebuild his church.  Bishop Barron told us that God will again raise up saints to 
renew and rebuild us and who knows, they may be sitting in our pews this weekend! 

With these thoughts swimming in my head and the Spirit of God moving in my heart, I decided that when we began the 
anointing at mass, I was going to go first.  Anointing is a Sacrament of Healing.  I’m doing okay, even though there are 
challenging moments.  But I didn’t go to get anointed for me.  I went first for us.  We need God’s healing touch.  We need 
to know the presence of the risen Lord.  We need renewal and strength.  We need to grow in holiness.  So I, as your 
pastor, knew that for the sake of all that we need, I need to represent the entire parish of St Joseph and be anointed so that 
we, as a community can begin to be healed and rebuilt.  I hope you felt God’s loving and healing embrace last Saturday 
when I was anointed for you.  More than that, I hope and pray that we always know his loving presence and continue to 
follow his Son in our daily lives. 

-Fr Mike 

A Reminder To All Of The Unbound Sponsors In Our Parish 
 

Letter writing is an important part of sponsorship.  As we approach the holiday season, maybe now is a good 
time to send a card or a letter.  You can send letters electronically.  Just go to Unbound.org and log in to your 

account and you can send a quick note - you can even upload a picture!  If you are not yet registered online, you 
can do that as well and then write your letter! 
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     Respect Life Our Prayer in Action         

In Building the City of God 
 

Sunday Nov 10th Collections:              $16,745 

Same week last year                $17,413 

Mass Attendance - Sun. Nov 10th   1,350 

Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance           1,385        

_____________________________________________________________ 

  

Monthly Parish Operations and 
Activities: 

 

Below is a summary of our parish finances  
for the 1st two months of the new fiscal year  
(two months ended October 2019:) 
  
Budgeted Sunday Collection Rev.     $160,000 
            
Actual Sunday Collection Rev.          $152,563 
  
Deficit Budgeted                      $(27,850) 
            
Actual Deficit                $(26,590) 
  
Repairs & Maintenance Collection:                     
Budgeted                $12,835 
Actual Repairs & Maint.              $13,396                   
Repair & Maint. Expenditures           $(5,946) 
Repair & Maint. Fund Balance $ 7,450 
  
  
Each month as we give the financial status, we 
will also list some selected ministries and/or  
activities within the parish.  
 
This month – Parish Outreach & Soup Kitchen: 
Families Served by Outreach 
 September   678  
 October   736 
 

Meals served by Shephard’s Table (Soup Kitchen): 
September   566  

 October   555 

Last Year Weekly Average Was                 $17,858 

The passage of the affordable healthcare act, and the recogni-
tion of same sex marriage, ushered in a new era in the United 
States.  One of the detriments of this new era is an unexpected 
assault on the religious freedom of all Americans.  We have seen 
The Little Sisters of the Poor in court for years because they 
have been told they are required to provide free contraception 
to its employees as part of their health insurance coverage.  We 
have seen bakers and photographers fined by states hundreds 
of thousands of dollars for refusing to provide services at same 
sex weddings.  We have seen healthcare workers sued or fined 
for refusing to participate in abortion procedures.  Most recently 
a nurse in Vermont was terminated for refusing to participate in 
an abortion.  There is currently a case in California where Digni-
ty Health, a Catholic hospital, is being sued by the state, with 
the blessing of the State Court of Appeals, for refusing to per-
form a hysterectomy on a woman who is undergoing 
transgender procedures. 
 
As a result of these types of attacks on religious beliefs, the De-
partment of Health and Human Services proposed, and President 
Trump enacted, the “Protecting Statutory Conscience Rights in 
Health Care” rule.  This rule requires that organizations receiv-
ing, directly or indirectly, federal funding be certified compliant 
with approximately two dozen statutory conscience protections 
in healthcare.  These protections allow healthcare professionals 
to opt out of procedures they find morally objectionable. 
 
On November 7th U.S. District Judge Paul A. Engelmeyer of the 
Southern District of New York rejected the  federal rule after 
feminist groups, abortion providers (notably Planned 
Parenthood), and multiple states, almost all from the northeast 
or the west coast, sued HHS, arguing the exemptions were un-
constitutional.  The judge, citing no constitutional basis in his 
decision, ruled that the new rule was too coercive.  Hopefully 
this ruling will be overturned on appeal.   
 
No person, or organizations, should be required to participate in 
something they do not believe in.  The logical end result of not 
protecting individual rights will be the driving out of religious 
people from the medical profession.  And isn’t that the point?  
There is a large element of our political process that wants reli-
gion, and God, removed from our society.  It’s the same folks 
that want “under God” removed from the pledge of allegiance, 
and “in God we trust” removed from our currency.  The woman 
undergoing transgender procedures didn’t have to go to a Cath-
olic hospital.  The same sex couple planning their wedding didn’t 
have to go to an evangelical baker or photographer.  There are 
non-Catholic hospitals that are experts at performing 
transgender procedures, as opposed to Catholic hospitals with 
NO experience at all.  There are plenty of bakers and photogra-
phers who would be happy to participate in a same sex mar-
riage.  One has to ask themselves, what is the motivation to use 
a hospital with no expertise, or a photographer or baker that at 
best is going to do the job grudgingly, and why would you want 
to end up in court over it, and where is the money coming from 
to go to court?  Is this all contrived?  Is it an effort to force reli-
gion to adhere to ideology they simply do not believe in?  Per-
haps we should consider resisting this “progress” and simply 
trusting in our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
Please take a moment this week to pray for our country and all 
of our citizens, that we all might remember the love of God, and 
the fellowship of mankind.  Have a blessed week. 
                       

 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 
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A Journey with  

St Joseph Parish  

Confirmandi 2019 





                              
 
 
 
 
 

Order Now! 
                                                                            

   
 
    

         Christmas Wreaths, Grave Blankets and Crosses   
 
 

Available for pick-up the weekend of December 7th and 8th -All orders must be pre-ordered 
 
12” Wreath, Decorated #___ x $25 = ________ 24” x 45” Grave Blanket #____ x $40= ______  
Cross Balsam #___ x $27 = ________ Total: ____________  
 
Name: _____________________________________ Phone: ___________________  
Email: _____________________________________ 

 
 Drop off this order form in the in collection or to Rectory Office by Sunday, Nov. 24. If you prefer, you may 
order by email: preorder@stjoronk.org If ordering by email, please bring payment on the day of pick up. All 

Wreaths, Blankets and Roping must be preordered. Orders will be available for pick up Saturday after Mass,  
Dec. 7th and 8th. If you have any questions, call @ (631)588-8456. Thank you!  

Respeta la vida 
 

La aprobación de la ley de salud asequible y el reconocimiento del matrimonio entre personas del mismo sexo, marcaron el comienzo de una nueva era 
en los Estados Unidos. Uno de los perjuicios de esta nueva era es un asalto inesperado a la libertad religiosa de todos los estadounidenses. Hemos visto 
a las Hermanitas de los Pobres en los tribunales durante años porque se les ha dicho que deben proporcionar anticonceptivos gratuitos a sus empleados 
como parte de su cobertura de seguro de salud. Hemos visto a panaderos y fotógrafos multados por estados por cientos de miles de dólares por negarse 
a proporcionar servicios en bodas del mismo sexo. Hemos visto a trabajadores de la salud demandados o multados por negarse a participar en los proce-
dimientos de aborto. Más recientemente, una enfermera en Vermont fue despedida por negarse a participar en un aborto. Actualmente hay un caso en 
California donde Dignity Health, un hospital católico, está siendo demandado por el estado, con la bendición de la Corte de Apelaciones del Estado, por 
negarse a realizar una histerectomía en una mujer que se somete a procedimientos transgénero. 
 

Como resultado de este tipo de ataques contra las creencias religiosas, el Departamento de Salud y Servicios Humanos propuso, y el presidente Trump 
promulgó, la regla "Protección de los derechos legales de conciencia en la atención médica". Esta regla requiere que las organizaciones que reciben, 
directa o indirectamente, fondos federales estén certificadas de conformidad con aproximadamente dos docenas de protecciones legales de conciencia 
en la atención médica. Estas protecciones permiten a los profesionales de la salud optar por los procedimientos que consideran moralmente objetables. 
 

El 7 de noviembre, el juez de distrito de EE. UU. Paul A. Engelmeyer, del distrito sur de Nueva York, rechazó la regla federal después de que grupos 
feministas, proveedores de abortos (especialmente Planned Parenthood) y varios estados, casi todos del noreste o la costa oeste, demandaron al HHS, 
argumentando que las exenciones eran inconstitucionales. El juez, citando ninguna base constitucional en su decisión, dictaminó que la nueva regla era 
demasiado coercitiva. Esperemos que este fallo sea revocado en apelación. 
 

No debería exigirse a ninguna persona u organización que participe en algo en lo que no cree. El resultado final lógico de no proteger los derechos indi-
viduales será la expulsión de personas religiosas de la profesión médica. ¿Y no es ese el punto? Hay un gran elemento de nuestro proceso político que 
quiere que la religión y Dios sean eliminados de nuestra sociedad. Son las mismas personas que quieren que "bajo Dios" sea eliminado de la promesa 
de lealtad, y que "en Dios confiamos" sea eliminado de nuestra moneda. La mujer sometida a procedimientos transgénero no tuvo que ir a un hospital 
católico. La pareja del mismo sexo que planeaba su boda no tenía que ir a un panadero o fotógrafo evangélico. Hay hospitales no católicos que son 
expertos en realizar procedimientos transgénero, a diferencia de los hospitales católicos que NO tienen experiencia alguna. Hay muchos panaderos y 
fotógrafos que estarían felices de participar en un matrimonio entre personas del mismo sexo. Uno tiene que preguntarse, ¿cuál es la motivación para 
usar un hospital sin experiencia, o un fotógrafo o panadero que, en el mejor de los casos, hará el trabajo de mala gana, y por qué querría terminar en la 
corte por eso, y dónde está? el dinero que viene para ir a la corte? ¿Es todo esto inventado? ¿Es un esfuerzo forzar a la religión a adherirse a una ideolo-
gía en la que simplemente no creen? Quizás deberíamos considerar resistirnos a este "progreso" y simplemente confiar en nuestro 
Señor Jesucristo. 

Tómese un momento esta semana para orar por nuestro país y todos nuestros ciudadanos, para que todos podamos recordar el amor 
de Dios y la comunión de la humanidad. Que tengan una semana bendecida. 

                       

 "Antes de formarte en el útero, te conocía ..." Jeremías 1: 5 



THANKSGIVING 
 

That’s right!  It’s almost the Holiday Season!  Once again, Outreach is asking 
for your help in providing a Thanksgiving meal for their clients.  Donations of 
gift cards to grocery stores will be appreciated. All gift cards can be brought 
to the rectory, put in the basket at mass or to the Outreach Office. Please 

return items by Nov. 21st.  

Thank you! 

We are looking for Discussion Facilitators to provide structure to the discussion, ensure that all participants are included, create a 
comfortable environment for sharing and speaking, and emphasize privacy for what is discussed. Those interested in taking on this 
important role are asked to attend an orientation on Thursday, November 21 at one of the two meetings: 
 

10:00 AM - Lower School Building, Room 3 

7:30 PM - Carew Hall 
 

Please contact Michel Nappi , michele@stjoronk.org for more information. 

631 981-1805 

————————————————————————- cut here ————————————————–——–—— 

 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address (Street, City, Zip) _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone # ________________________    Cell Phone # ___________________________________________ 

 

Email Address 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

                  Nov. 17, 2019 Tonight 

             e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene     588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)       Vinny    521-5544       

Basketball:  

Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com)      Brittney 445-9099 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)     Nick  585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                   Vinny  521-5544 

Travel*                        Vinny  521-5544 

Track: (stjoesronktrack@gmail.com)                

Boys & Girls Grades K-8 Tom/Jason     542-2134 

Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

jcaiolahome@gmail.com 

Travel (LIJSL):                                 Jason  875-5209 

ronkonkomarattlesnakes@gmail.com 

Softball:                                           Dennis  467-6174 

Defensive Driving 
 

The defensive driving course will 
be offered at St. Joseph Church on 
Saturday, November 23, 2019 in 
Carew Hall from 8:30 am to 3:00 
pm.  Fee is $45.  Please call the 
rectory at 588-8456 to reserve your 
place.  Make checks payable to St. 
Joseph Church. 

Let Us Give Thanks To God Our Father 

Always And For Everything! 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Prayer Service 

Tuesday, November 26 

St Joseph Church 

7:00 PM 

Come pray in Thanksgiving with our “Cousins in the 
Faith” 

From the Methodist and Episcopal communities in 
Ronkonkoma. 

Bring a snack to share downstairs afterward! 


