
January 5, 2020    —   Feast of the Epiphany 
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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, Jan. 5 (Epiphany of the Lord) 

  7:00  John C. Dias (The Esteves Family) 

  9:00  Jose Martins (Loving Family), Gil Balkam (Barbara & 

  Phil Hoos), Clarence Rottkamp Jr. (Clare & Lou 

  Antonucci), Michael Fallon (Clare & Lou Antonucci) 

  Priscilla Canevari (Lou & Clare Antonucci) 

10:30  The Santiago, Koepper, Harris, Safina, McCort, 

  Mattesich & Cordero Families (Rich & Dawn) 

12:00  Robert J. Haubold (Selina Alfonso) 

   5:00 Hannelore Mueller (Gisela Wengert) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 
  Monday, Jan. 6  

  7:00   For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  For the People of the Parish 

Tuesday, Jan. 7 

  7:00     For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  For the People of the Parish 

 Wednesday, Jan. 8 

  7:00     For the People of the Parish 

  9:00     For the People of the Parish 

Thursday, Jan. 9 

  7:00  Francisco Rosa (Loving Family) 

  9:00  James Mahoney (Linda & Lorraine) 

 Friday, Jan. 10 

  7:00  For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  James Mahoney (Lorraine & Linda) 

Saturday, Jan. 11 

  8:00     For the People of the Parish 

  5:00  Catherine T. Brennan (The Clarry Family), Susan 

  Febo (Virginia Magarian), Lucy Perez (Roseann Russo 

  & Lori Matthew), For the People of the Parish 

Sunday, Jan. 12 (Baptism of the Lord) 

  7:00  Jose Rodriguez (Brendan & Michael Burns) 

  9:00  William Connolly (Mr. & Mrs. Riccardelli) 

10:30  Geoffrey Cox (Laura & Ed Mitchell), Joseph Grillo 

  (Mr. & Mrs. John Diangelo), Susan Febo (The Keating 

  Family), Beth Cox (Jacqueline Cohen) 

12:00  Patricia Alvanos (Loving Family) 

   5:00 George Mahler (The Biegen, Dinger & Schiaffino Families) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

In Memory of 

Patricia Alvanos 

Requested by 

Sal & Serafina 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Eileen Lowis, Michael Ciravolo 
 

 

  our deceased soldiers and all of our 
deceased relatives and friends. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls 

of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 

Isaiah prophesies that a light has come to Jerusalem, while 
darkness covers the earth. All will come to the city bearing gold 
and frankincense, and proclaiming the praises of the Lord. Paul 
tells the Ephesians that Gentiles are coheirs of God, along with 
the people of Israel. In the Gospel, magi arrive in Jerusalem from 
the east in search of the newborn king of the Jews. Herod is 
troubled by this, and the magi visit Mary and her child and offer 
gifts. 

THANK YOU! 

All of the priests, deacons, and staff of St Joseph Parish want to 
thank the many generous people who gave us many, many gifts to 
share.  Many of us have had to loosen our belts from all the 
homemade goodies we received!  Thank you all for being signs of 
God’s love for us! 

We are grateful for all of the ways you are signs of God’s 

kingdom throughout the entire year!            -Fr Mike 



Epiphany Announcement! 
It is a tradition in our church that the moveable feasts for the 
coming year are announced on the Feast of the Epiphany.  So 
here they are: 

 Easter Sunday is April 12, making Palm Sunday April 5, 
Holy Thursday April 9, and Good Friday April 10. 

 Ash Wednesday will be on February 26 

 Pentecost Sunday falls on May 31. 

Easter moves because it is based on a lunar calendar.  It is 
celebrated on the first Sunday after the first full moon in 
spring.  There is always a full moon in Holy Week! 

Hope In The New Year 
In 2015 Pope Francis declared that the coming year (from December 
8, 2015 - November 20, 2016) would be a Year of Mercy for the 
church.  I recall very clearly that I was asked, “Why is he declaring a 
Year of Mercy when that should be our regular lifestyle?”  My 
answer was, “It should be our lifestyle but maybe we have gotten 
away from that.  So a Year of Mercy can become a springboard back 
into what we are supposed to be!” 

There are many areas in our church where we, as a community, or 
maybe just I, as a Christian, need a springboard back to the way 
things should be.  One of those areas is in how we listen to the 
movements of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

So, in St Joseph Parish, I am asking (I don’t think I have the 
authority of the Pope to declare) that we all make 2020 the year of 
opening our hearts to the Holy Spirit. 

If you recall, when we gave out Bishop Barron’s book, Letter To A 
Suffering Church, I mentioned that the way we celebrate certain 
things in our church can be a little misleading.  An example is 
Pentecost.  On this feast, the psalm response is: “Lord send out your 
Spirit and renew the face of the earth.”  This could lead people to 
believe that somehow the Holy Spirit goes away from one Pentecost 
to another. 

Actually, on Pentecost, we are celebrating the reality that the Lord 
has already sent out His Spirit.  In light of that reality, we are asking 
God to renew the face of the earth.  Maybe a better way to express 
this would be to pray, “Lord, open our hearts to your Spirit and 
renew the face of the earth.” 

So that is what I am asking all of us to pray this year,  Lord, open 
my heart more and more to your Spirit.  Renew me.  And help 
me to be part of the renewal of the face of the earth. 

In Bishop Barron’s book, he points out the many times in biblical 
history and church history, when God’s people faced many difficult 
challenges.  He also points out that in every one of those times, God 
sent people to help with the renewal and growth of his kingdom 
community.  He goes on to say that God will send us people who 
will bring us renewal - people like the prophets and the great saints 
who called for, and guided the people in renewal. 

Who knows?  Maybe one of those people is sitting in our pews on 
any given Sunday.  But we need to remember this - God doesn’t call 
the qualified,  God qualifies the called!  So, it is time for all of us to 
ask for the blessing of being open to receiving God’s Spirit and 
understanding what each one of us is called to in the challenging 
times our church faces. 

Please pray for our church - pray for each other and for all the 
Baptized - that we will be more and more open to allowing the gifts 

of the Spirit, given to us in Baptism, to grow in our hearts!     -

Fr Mike 

Direct Trade: A Work Of Mercy! 
Today is Share Mercy Sunday!   We are having a Blood Drive 
in Carew Hall.  Help if you can!. 

We are also inviting you to try some Juan Ana Coffee and 
maybe buy a bag to bring home! 

Juan Ana Coffee is the brain child of Fr Greg Shaffer, who, 
during the Second Vatican Council, was sent to San Lucas 
Toliman in Guatemala for a two year stint as a missionary.  He 
never left.  One of the things he saw there was the unfair 
treatment (and pay) to those who did the work of picking, 
processing, and packaging coffee for rich plantation owners. 

With help from the people of his home diocese (New Ulm, 
Minnesota) Fr. Greg, and the church in San Lucas,  slowly 
bought plantations and began a cooperative of coffee 
producers. 

A cooperative is owned by everyone who works for it.  The 
leaders of the community asked the pickers, processors and 
packagers how much they needed to earn to support their 
families.  They did some math and figured they could sell the 
coffee at $10 per lb.  (Just for comparison, Dunkin sells coffee 
for $9.49 per 12 oz, and Starbucks charges $14.99 for the same 
12 oz. package.) 

All the income from selling this coffee goes directly to the 
workers who  are the owners of the cooperative.  The coffee is 
sent to Friends of San Lucas in New Ulm, MN and shipped to 
you by volunteers from there (the cost of shipping is added to 
your bill). 

The community of San Lucas has benefited tremendously from 
this cooperative with improved schools and medical care!  
Come have a cup of coffee!  Then think about being a friend of 
San Lucas and buying this coffee all the time!  Direct Trade 
with a cooperative, and cutting out the corporate middleman is 

definitely a work of mercy!       -Fr Mike 

Journey With Jesus Present in the Word 
Feast of the Epiphany - January 5 

Many of us have just spent a great deal of time shopping for the perfect gift for the ones we love.  It can be a harrowing experience if 
you are not a shopper.  We do it because we want the people we love to know how important they are to us.  Yet those very same people 
might have witnessed how all this pressure of shopping has turned us into less than the best version of ourselves.  Let’s take a clue from 
the Magi and ponder what our treasures are. 

Like the Magi we are all on a journey.  For some it has been a long and winding one, for others it is just beginning.  The Magi were 
searching for a king and found a baby. I think we all start out looking for a king.  That ‘king’ might be the right college, the best job, the 
perfect house, material success.  There is nothing wrong with any of these, in fact they are an essential part of the journey.  I hope along 
the journey we begin to realize ‘that king’ did not give us the fulfillment we wanted for our life.  The Magi found a baby - not at all 
what they expected.  Life’s journey takes many turns and very often it is the turns that make our life much more meaningful.  What are 
we searching for on our journey?  

Treasures are different than gifts.  Treasures are what we consider sacred. They are very dear to us and most times they are not things, 
but people.  Regardless of our stage on the journey we all have treasures. What are yours? The Magi open their treasures and from them 
they gave the baby gifts.  If our gifts are the people in our life, how to we give them as gifts to the baby?  Perplexing!  Well what have 
you learned from those people?  How have they challenged or made you want to be a better person?    The gift we offer Him, the baby, 
Our King is ourselves.  Like the drummer boy we give to him our best.  This year let’s strive to give our best, to share our treasures and 
give the King our perfect gift, ourselves to be used as an instrument in His hands.  



December 29, 2019 

     Respect Life 

Participate in body and/or spirit!   

Join St. Joseph’s, Ronkonkoma for a Vigil Mass on  

Thursday, January 23 at 7pm 

  to pray for a change of heart in our country, an end to abor-
tion, respect for all life, and safe travel for participants. 

Join us in Washington D.C. for the March for Life! 

Friday, January 24, 2020 

Bus leaves St. Joseph’s at 5am and returns approxi-

mately 10:30pm. 

For bus information/registration contact  

Jerry Egan at 631-988-5507 Seating is on a first come 

first serve basis so don’t wait to call!  

¡Participa en cuerpo y / o espíritu!   

Únase a St. Joseph's, Ronkonkoma para una misa de vigilia  

el jueves 23 de enero a las 7pm 

  para orar por un cambio de corazón en nuestro país, el fin del 
aborto, el respeto por toda la vida y un viaje seguro para los parti-

cipantes. 

Viernes, el 24 de enero de 2020  

Vengan con nosotros a Washington D.C. por La  

 

El autobús sale de St. Joseph's a las 5 a.m. y regresa aproximada-
mente a las 10:30 p.m. 

Para obtener información / registro del autobús, comuníquese con 
Jerry Egan por  

631-988-5507.  

Marcha por La Vida 

Respect Life 

Diocese announces new team, name for respect life office (reprinted from Long Island Catholic) 

The Diocese of Rockville Centre (drvc.org) announced today that Lisa A. Honkanen, M.D., has been appointed director of the renamed Diocesan Office of Human Life, 

Family and Bioethics, effective immediately. In addition, Donna Crean has been appointed assistant director/program coordinator for the office. Crean’s appointment is 

also effective immediately. 

     “I am grateful to Dr. Honkanen for agreeing to serve as director of the Diocesan Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics,” said the Most Reverend John O. 

Barres, Bishop of Rockville Centre. “As a highly distinguished physician of Geriatric Medicine with a deep Catholic faith that is at the center of her work, Dr. Honkanen 

has the experience and understanding necessary to lead this office and carry out its mission to uphold the sanctity and dignity of all human life created by God in His 

image,” said Bishop Barres. 

     “The Lord has blessed me in so many ways,” said Dr. Honkanen. “I am truly honored, humbled and grateful to serve Him in return under the leadership of His Excel-

lency Bishop Barres whose vision, wisdom and passion are transforming the Diocese of Rockville Centre.” 

     Dr. Honkanen continued: “With a renewed dedication to meet the increasingly complex challenges of daily life in which Catholic moral teaching clashes with the 

culture and scientific progress, the Respect Life Office is likewise undergoing a revitalization that is best reflected by a new name, 'The Office of Human Life, Family and 

Bioethics.' In this name, we hope to convey a renewed vigor and expanded breadth of our mission; one that goes beyond stating a directive to give direction." 

     The Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics enunciates and promotes the principle that human life, at all stages from natural conception to natural death, is a gift 

from God, worthy of respect and protection. Most immediately, the office is working on the upcoming diocesan participation in the March for Life in Washington, D.C., on 

January 24, 2020. 

     “We are blessed to have an individual with Dr. Honkanen’s expertise at a time in our state where the killing of innocent human beings through abortion, up to the 

moment of actual birth and beyond, has now been enshrined into law by the recent passage of the infamous ‘Reproductive Health Act’. Furthermore, newly proposed 

legislation hostile to human life is currently queued up, including: physician-assisted suicide, gestational surrogacy and the prohibiting of New York State employers 

from making any ‘discriminatory’ employment decisions based on an employee’s ‘reproductive health decisions,’” said Bishop Barres. 

     “I expect that with this incredible team, the Office of Human Life, Family and Bioethics will continue to vigorously protect and defend the sanctity of every human life 

and celebrate the family as it intimately reflects Divine Love,” said Dr. Honkanen. “At the same time, we want to deepen and expand our mission with a new emphasis 

on Catholic bioethics. Our call is to genuine holiness despite these challenging times; our goal is to reach all those suffering with a true compassion – to enlighten, heal 

and inspire. With God, all things are possible.” 

“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 



RONKONKOMA’S FIRST BLOOD DRIVE OF 2020 

SPONSORED BY COMMITTEE FOR THE COMMON GOOD 

ST. JOSEPH ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Sunday January 5
th 

8:00am – 2:00pm 

Basement - Carew Hall  

 45 Church Street - Ronkonkoma  

URGENT NEED! Save up to 3 lives! 

Eligibility Criteria  

Bring Donor Card or ID.  

Minimum Weight: 110lbs. Age 16 – 75(76 or over with doctors note)  

No New Tattoos for past 12 months. 

For more information & to make an appointment contact: Michele Nappi @ 

michele@stjoronk.org Or 631- 981-1805 

mailto:michele@stjoronk.org




 

           

 

La Diócesis anuncia un nuevo equipo, nombre para la oficina de respeto a la vida (reimpreso de Long Island Cath-

olic) 

La Diócesis de Rockville Center (drvc.org) anunció hoy que Lisa A. Honkanen , MD, fue nombrada directora de la 

renombrada Oficina Diocesana de Vida Humana, Familia y bioética, efectiva de inmediato. Además, Don-

na Crean ha sido nombrada subdirectora / coordinadora de programas para la oficina. El nombramiento de Cre-

an también es efectivo de inmediato. "Estoy agradecido al Dr. Honkanen 

     por aceptar servir como director de la Oficina Diocesana de Vida Humana, Familia y Bioética ", dijo el Rever-

endísimo John O. Barres, Obispo del Centro Rockville. “Como doctora altamente distinguida de medicina geriátri-

ca con una profunda fe católica en el centro de su trabajo, la Dra. Honkanen tiene la experiencia y el conocimiento 

necesarios para dirigir esta oficina y llevar a cabo su misión de defender la santidad y la dignidad de todos los 

humanos. vida creada por Dios a su imagen ”, dijo el obispo Barres. "El Señor me ha bendecido de muchas 

maneras", dijo el Dr. Honkanen . "Estoy realmente honrado, humilde y agradecido de servirlo a cambio bajo el lid-

erazgo del Excmo. Obispo Barres, cuya visión, sabiduría y pasión están transformando el Centro de la Diócesis de 

Rockville" . 

      

     Honkanen continuó: "Con una dedicación renovada para enfrentar los desafíos cada vez más complejos de la 

vida cotidiana en los que la enseñanza moral católica choca con la cultura y el progreso científico, la Oficina de 

Respeto a la Vida también está experimentando una revitalización que se refleja mejor con un nuevo nombre". 

Oficina de Vida Humana, Familia y Bioética. En este nombre, esperamos transmitir un vigor renovado y una mayor 

amplitud de nuestra misión; uno que va más allá de establecer una directiva para dar dirección ". La Oficina de 

Vida Humana, Familia y Bioética enuncia y promueve el principio de que la vida humana, en todas las etapas 

desde la concepción natural hasta la muerte natural, es un regalo de Dios, digno de respeto y respeto. protección. 

Más inmediatamente, la oficina está trabajando en la próxima participación diocesana en la Marcha por la Vida en 

Washington, DC, el 24 de enero de 2020. "Tenemos la bendición de tener un individuo 

con la experiencia del Dr. Honkanen en un momento en nuestro estado donde El asesinato de seres humanos ino-

centes a través del aborto, hasta el momento del nacimiento real y más allá, ahora se ha consagrado en la ley por 

la reciente aprobación de la infame 'Ley de Salud Reproductiva'. Además, la nueva legislación propuesta hostil a 

la vida humana está actualmente en cola arriba, que incluyen: suicidio asistido por un médico, subrogación 

gestacional y la prohibición de que los empleadores del estado de Nueva York tomen decisiones de empleo 

'discriminatorias' basadas en la capacidad reproductiva de un empleado todas las decisiones '”, dijo el obispo 

Barres. "Espero que con este increíble equipo, la Oficina de Vida Humana, Familia y Bioética continuará prote-

giendo y defendiendo vigorosamente la santidad de cada vida humana y celebrando a la familia, ya que refleja ín-

timamente el Amor Divino", dijo el Dr. Honkanen . “Al mismo tiempo, queremos profundizar y expandir nuestra 

misión con un nuevo énfasis en la bioética católica. Nuestro llamado es a la santidad genuina a pesar de estos 

tiempos difíciles; Nuestro objetivo es llegar a todos los que sufren con una verdadera compasión: iluminar, sanar 

e inspirar. Con Dios todo es posible." 

              

 " Antes de formarte en el útero, te conocía ... " Jeremías 1 : 5 

Respeta la vida 



 

 

Bring a favorite food to share. Pans will be available after all masses on January 11th & 12th. 

We ask that you drop off meals on the 19th between 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM. 

*Please bring hot meals warmed.* 

RAFFLES! 

 Christmas Re-Gift Raffle - If you received a Christmas gift that you really don’t need or want, wrap it and bring it. 
We will raffle off these “prizes” sight unseen, but you have to open it in front of everyone. 

 Restaurant Gift Cards Raffles 

  60/40 Raffle – 40% for the church and 60% divided into two prizes. 

RSVP by dropping the slip below in the collection basket, in the Rectory mail slot or off at the Rectory. 

 
 

Name                                                                                               Email                                                                                             

 

Phone #                                                                                   # of People attending  



 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

                  Jan 5, 2020 Tonight 

             e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene     588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)       Vinny    521-5544       

Basketball:  

Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com)      Brittney 445-9099 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)     Nick  585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                   Vinny  521-5544 

Travel*                        Vinny  521-5544 

Track: (stjoesronktrack@gmail.com)                

Boys & Girls Grades K-8 Tom/Jason     542-2134 

Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

jcaiolahome@gmail.com 

Travel (LIJSL):                                 Jason  875-5209 

ronkonkomarattlesnakes@gmail.com 

Softball:                                           Dennis  467-6174 

 

 

 

 

Emma Samantha Maczkiewicz 

Brandon William Lamb 

Jesus Junior Corleto 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 

 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

Our Prayer in Action         

In Building the City of God 
 

Sunday Dec.22nd Collections:   $17,062 
Same Week Last Year    $18,273 
Last Year Weekly Average Was    $17,858 
 
Mass Attendance - Sun. Dec. 22nd      1,347 
Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance          1,385 
 ___________________________________________________ 
December Repairs & Main Collection                 $5,243 


