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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, Jan. 12 (Baptism of the Lord) 

  7:00  Jose Rodriguez (Brendan & Michael Burns) 

  9:00  William Connolly (Mr. & Mrs. Riccardelli) 

10:30  Geoffrey Cox (Laura & Ed Mitchell), Joseph Grillo 

  (Mr. & Mrs. John Diangelo), Susan Febo (The Keating 

  Family), Beth Cox (Jacqueline Cohen) 

12:00  Patricia Alvanos (Loving Family) 

   5:00 George Mahler (The Biegen, Dinger & Schiaffino Families) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 
  Monday, Jan. 13  

  7:00   Melissa Hendler (LIVING) (Loving Parents) 

  9:00  Catherine Couzzo (Loving Daughter Karen) 

Tuesday, Jan. 14 

  7:00     Lisa Mingoia (LIVING) (Loving Parents) 

  9:00  Rose Martello (Katherine Graupe) 

 Wednesday, Jan. 15 

  7:00     Thomas Brown (LIVING) (Loving Parents) 

  9:00     Joseph Couzzo (Loving Daughter Karen) 

Thursday, Jan. 16 

  7:00  Margaret M. Brown (LIVING) (Loving Husband) 

  9:00  For the People of the Parish 

 Friday, Jan. 17 

  7:00  Melissa Hendler (LIVING) (Loving Parents) 

  9:00  For the People of the Parish 

Saturday, Jan. 18 

  8:00     For the People of the Parish 

  5:00  Lucy Perez (Robert Pasquale & Diane Perrotta), Lillian 

  LaTona (The Coppola Family), Vincent Juliano 

  (The Walsh Family) 

Sunday, Jan. 19 (Second Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  7:00  Mariana Cortez (LIVING) (The Marchany Family) 

  9:00  Dec’d. Mbrs. Of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes, 

  Marge Gunn (St Regis Columbiettes) 

10:30  Joseph Grillo (Dawn DiAngelo) 

12:00  John Ryder (Edward Gabriel), Kate Marie Lawrence 

  (The Barone Family), For the People of the Parish 

   5:00 Stella Foster (Loving Family) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

 

In Memory of 

Vincent Festa 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

John Ryder, Catherine Muhlforth 
 

  our deceased soldiers and all of our 
deceased relatives and friends. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls 
of the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 

Isaiah shares the Lord’s promise of a servant of the Lord who 
will come forth and bring justice to the nations. In the second 
reading, Peter tells those gathered that God shows no partiality. 
All who fear him and act uprightly are acceptable to him. In the 
Gospel, Jesus is baptized by John, and the Spirit of God 
descends upon him. 



And So, Become Yourself… 

 

This simple bit of wisdom that came from Crosby Stills & Nash in 1969 is really timeless.  Jesus taught the same thing in the Sermon 
on the Mount that we will hear in the coming weeks.  He actually says it in stronger words - “So be perfect just as your heavenly father 
is perfect” (Mt 5: 48). 

This call, “Be Perfect,” is not a call to be flawless.  That is impossible.  In order to understand this call, we need to look at it in the 
context of scripture.  The people who were listening to Jesus were Jews and they would have been well versed in scripture.  So, they 
would hear this call in light of what they know from scripture.  God made each one of us in His own image and likeness. (Gen 1:27).  
So, Jesus’ original audience would hear Be perfect just as your heavenly father (in whose image you were created) is perfect. 

In this context, hopefully we can hear Jesus’ words as a call to be the best reflection of God that we can be…”And so, become 
yourself” is an invitation for us all to be the best version of ourselves that we can be - reflecting God’s image through our lives.  That is 
really the definition of holiness! 

 

The first step to growing in holiness is given to us in today’s celebration 
 

In the coming weeks we will hear Jesus calling the people to repentance and calling his first disciples.  We will also here his greatest 
teaching from the Sermon on the Mount.  But if we don’t begin with the lesson that is present to us today, we may never get it right.  
Today we hear God’s words to Jesus at his Baptism, “This is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased.” (Mt 3:17).  These words 
are spoken to each one of us as well because God’s word is alive today, not just telling us of an event from the past.  You too, are God’s 
beloved. God is well pleased with you too! 

If this is our starting point, we will be able to grow in holiness because we will know that everything we do in our life is a response to 
God’s love.  If God’s love is not our starting point, we can make a mess of things in our hearts by trying to earn God’s love.  GOD’S 
LOVE IS NOT EARNED.  IT IS A GIFT FROM GOD AND IT IS UNCONDITIONAL!  If we remember this, and allow God’s words 
from today’s gospel to get into our hearts, we can really grow and become more and more ourselves - our best selves - holy! 
 

Some tools for this journey to being our best selves… 
 

In the past year, we have given out two very important books: Letter to a Suffering Church by Bishop Robert Barron, and The Biggest 
Lie in the History of Christianity by Matthew Kelly. 

In his letter, Bishop Barron speaks with hope, saying that God has raised up saints to help the church through challenges in the past and 
he believes that God is already at work doing the same in our time.  One of those saints could be in the pew with you!  This kind of 
faith is a tremendous tool for growth as individuals and as a community of disciples of Jesus. 

The Biggest Lie, according to Matthew Kelly, is that you and I are not capable of being holy.  The first tool he is giving us is 
empowering us to believe the truth - that each one of us is called to be holy.  Kelly also gave another tool in a previous book.  We are 
sharing this other tool with you this weekend: 

We are giving out pocket notebooks to everyone this weekend.  Their purpose is to help us all grow in holiness.  Matthew Kelly 
suggests that we all bring this notebook with us every time we go to mass and ask God, “Please give me something today (a reading, a 
line in a song or a prayer, anything) that will help me to be the best version of myself that I can be.  Then write down what it was in 
your notebook.  I want to suggest that we take that even farther.  By all means, use this tool in this way at mass, but why not begin each 
day with a similar question - God speaks to us through out daily interactions as well.  So ask God each day to give you whatever you 
need that day to grow into the best version of yourself.  If we all do this, we will become a little more aware of the presence of God’s 
Spirit in our daily lives. 

Speaking of God’s Spirit… 
 

In last week’s bulletin, I asked us all to pray: Lord, open my heart more and more to your Spirit.  Renew me.  And help me to be 
part of the renewal of the face of the earth.  I want to remind us all to pray this way, asking God to open our hearts to the gifts of the 
Spirit in our lives.  In Luke’s gospel, Jesus says, "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?" (Lk 11:13)  If we ask and are open, we will receive the Holy 
Spirit! 

 

Let’s get to the point:  We are all called by God (who loves us) to be holy and we are gifted by God with everything we need for 
our journey in holiness! 

 

Let’s look at those two underlined words: Called and Gifted!  Mark your calendars!  On Saturday, June 20, we are hosting 
a Called and Gifted Workshop.  This workshop is run by the Catherine of Siena Institute in Colorado Springs, CO. 

This is an all day workshop inviting us to begin to discover our unique gifts (Charisms of the Holy Spirit) and helping us 
see how to use them in our daily lives!  There is a $25 fee to help offset costs involved in giving this workshop.  Lunch is 
included.  I am sure the hearts of all who participate will be fed by the many gifts of the Holy Spirit.  The books we have 
given, asking for the gift of God’s Spirit, and this Called and Gifted workshop will help us all as we become ourselves - 
our best selves - holy!      

 

                                                                                                                                                           -Fr Mike 
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     Respect Life 

Participate in body and/or spirit!   

Join St. Joseph’s, Ronkonkoma for a Vigil Mass on  

Thursday, January 23 at 7pm 

  to pray for a change of heart in our country, an end to abor-
tion, respect for all life, and safe travel for participants. 

Join us in Washington D.C. for the March for Life! 

Friday, January 24, 2020 

Bus leaves St. Joseph’s at 5am and returns  

approximately 10:30pm. 

For bus information/registration contact  

Jerry Egan at 631-988-5507 Seating is on a first come 

first serve basis so don’t wait to call!  

¡Participa en cuerpo y / o espíritu!   

Únase a St. Joseph's, Ronkonkoma para una misa de vigilia  

el jueves 23 de enero a las 7pm 

  para orar por un cambio de corazón en nuestro país, el fin del 
aborto, el respeto por toda la vida y un viaje seguro para los par-

ticipantes. 

Viernes, el 24 de enero de 2020  

Vengan con nosotros a Washington D.C. por La  

 

El autobús sale de St. Joseph's a las 5 a.m. y regresa aproximada-
mente a las 10:30 p.m. 

Para obtener información / registro del autobús, comuníquese 
con Jerry Egan por  

631-988-5507.  

Marcha por La Vida 

Our Prayer in Action         

In Building the City of God 
 

 

Sunday Jan. 5th Collections:              $15,973 

Same week last year                $15,994 

Last Year Weekly Average Was                   $17,858     

Mass Attendance - Sun. Jan. 5th                     1,465   

Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance                     1,385 

 

2019 Christmas Collection (to-date)             $54,950 

Last Year’s Christmas Collection                  $50,575       

2020 Adult Confirmation 
 

Looking to become a fully initiated Catholic? Our Confirmation program for already-baptized 
Catholics will meet in Carew Hall beginning Wednesday, April 29th at 7pm and lasts for 5 ses-
sions. The class calendar is shown below, and we will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation 

on Pentecost Sunday, May 31st at the 12 Noon Mass. 

 

    Wed., April 29  7pm Carew Hall The Basics of Scripture 

    Wed., May 6  7pm Carew Hall Sacraments 

    Wed., May 13  7pm Church  Confirmation Preparation 

    Wed., May 20  7pm Carew Hall The Mass 

    Wed., May 27  7pm Carew Hall Faith & Prayer 

    Sun.,  May 31  Noon (Church) Confirmation 

 

Please call the Rectory to enroll or for more information. 



Journey with Jesus Present in the Word 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, January 12 
 

When scripture is read by a person of faith or proclaimed 
in a community of faith, it is never just an old story.  It is 
God’s word alive today! 

Please reread the very beginning of the first reading for 
today’s feast (found at #879 in the Journeysongs book). 

Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with 
whom I am pleased…(Isaiah 42:1)  Who could God be 
speaking about as you read this?  YOU OF COURSE!  
That’s right!  This is God’s word alive today speaking 
directly to you.  You are upheld by God, chosen by God 
and your existence pleases God!  Notice also, this phrase 
always uses the present tense.  It never says did any of 
these things for you or may do them for you.  So there is 
never any earning of this privilege and God doesn’t take 
it away. 

But it goes on: I, the LORD, have called you for the 
victory of justice, I have grasped you by the hand…
(Isaiah 42:6)  You are also called by God for victory and 
God, the all powerful, will accomplish that victory in 
you!   God has grasped you by the hand.  Wow, you can 
walk hand in hand with God! 

As our year unfolds, let’s all spend some time with the 
words of our first reading from today’s feast - we need to 
take some time to digest the wonder of these words.  But 
when we allow these realities to enter our hearts, we will 
grow more and more in the Spirit of God who formed us, 
calls us and is please with us!  





Cocktail Hour fundraiser for the 2020 
March for Life 

Can’t Make it to DC this year? 
Join us in solidarity as we raise money to support the  

2020 March for Life. 
Friday, January 17, 2020 

St. Regis Knights of Columbus Hall, Pond Rd, Ronkonkoma 

7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

Basket Raffles, Lottery Tree, 50/50 

Cash Bar and Light Refreshments. (Knights will donate a portion of the bar receipts to the March for Life fund, 

and all raffle and 50/50 proceeds will also be used for this purpose.) 

Basket Raffles include 

Michael Kors handbag, Turkish Towels and Specialty Soaps, Basket of Cheer 

 

Then join us this week and read chapters 1 - 4. 

We will explore five of the biggest lies about 
Christianity and then get at the heart of the 
biggest lie. 
 

What follows is practical advice on how, we 
ordinary people, can begin to live holiness one 

moment at a time.  

Book Discussion - Week One 

Thursday 1/16 at   

10 am in the Fellowship Room  

(lower level in lower school)  

or 7:30 pm in Carew Hall  

Then join us to discuss what we learned and how to 

live it out daily  



 

 

Bring a favorite food to share. Pans will be available after all masses on January 11th & 12th. 

We ask that you drop off meals on the 19th between 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM. 

*Please bring hot meals warmed.* 

RAFFLES! 

 Christmas Re-Gift Raffle - If you received a Christmas gift that you really don’t need or want, wrap it and bring it. 
We will raffle off these “prizes” sight unseen, but you have to open it in front of everyone. 

 Restaurant Gift Cards Raffles 

  60/40 Raffle – 40% for the church and 60% divided into two prizes. 

RSVP by dropping the slip below in the collection basket, in the Rectory mail slot or off at the Rectory. 

 
 

Name                                                                                               Email                                                                                             

 

Phone #                                                                                   # of People attending  



 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th 
Grade.  This year's crew plan is jam packed 
with interesting and fun activities here at St. 

Joseph's and "off-campus" as well. 
 

Come to our meeting and check it out. 
 

 Visit our next meeting: 

                  Jan 12, 2020 Tonight 

             e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building pro-
grams for boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and 
up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene     588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)       Vinny    521-5544       

Basketball:  

Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com)      Brittney 445-9099 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)     Nick  585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                   Vinny  521-5544 

Travel*                        Vinny  521-5544 

Track: (stjoesronktrack@gmail.com)                

Boys & Girls Grades K-8 Tom/Jason     542-2134 

Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

jcaiolahome@gmail.com 

Travel (LIJSL):                                 Jason  875-5209 

ronkonkomarattlesnakes@gmail.com 

Softball:                                           Dennis  467-6174 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 

 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

To all who generously donated gifts, 
gift cards & food to our Parish Out-
reach.  This helped a lot of families 
have a Merry Christmas. Also a special 
thanks to St. Regis K of C for their gen-
erosity and kindness for their dona-
tions and food drives through the holi-

day seasons. 


