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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, Jan. 26 (Third  Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  7:00  For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Carol Jagodzincki (Mr. & Mrs. Riccardelli), Adeline 

  Rosciano (Lou & Clare Antonucci), John Ryder (The 

  Whalley Family), Diane DiBlasi (Linda Savage & Family) 

10:30  Felix Llanes 

12:00  Steven Zarnowski (Patty & Gerald) 

   5:00 Joseph Patrick Criesi (The Criesi Family) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 
  Monday, Jan. 27  

  7:00   Jennifer Binger (Loving Family) 

  9:00  Catherine McEntagert (The Eiermann Family) 

Tuesday, Jan. 28 

  7:00     Henry J. Binger (Loving Family) 

  9:00  Edward Platt Sr. (Loving Family) 

 Wednesday, Jan. 29 

  7:00     Royston Webb (Loving Friends) 

  9:00     For the People of the Parish 

Thursday, Jan. 30 

  7:00  Elizabeth Ross (Loving Family) 

  9:00  For the People of the Parish 

 Friday, Jan. 31 

  7:00  Richard Ruscigno (Loving Family) 

  9:00  Angelo & Nina Santopadre (Giulio & Sally Ferrante) 

Saturday, Feb. 1 

  8:00     Angelo & Theresa DeFilippo (Marie DeFilippo) 

  5:00  Sister Mary Casey, O.P. (J. Salerno), Vincent Juliano 

  (Richard & Alys Remshaw), Dimitry Trusova 

  (Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Erato), Eileen Lois (Joe & Nora 

  Faretta), Pat Mannella (Lisa Amend), Ann Naused 

  (Joanne Fahey) 

Sunday, Feb. 2 (The Presentation of the Lord Feast) 

  7:00  Bridie McWeeney (Loving Daughters, Mary & Anne) 

  9:00  Peter D’Onofrio (Loving Family) 

10:30  Dawn Marie (LIVING) (The Pasquarella & Santiago Families 

  John McAleavey (The Mitchell Family), Dana Hubbard 

  (The Mitchell Family), Marie Ebbecke (Melissa & Kieran  

  Stanford), Paul Caniglia (Melissa & Kieran Stanford), John 

  Joseph Savillo (Mr. & Mrs. R. Kelly) 

12:00  Petra Rivera (Helen Clahane) 

   5:00 For the People of the Parish 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

 

In Memory of 

Mae, Kenneth & Mary Rau 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Nicholas Ward, Ruth M. Krolles, Juanita Cambrelen 
 

  our deceased soldiers and all of our 
deceased relatives and friends. 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 

upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 

In the first reading, Isaiah writes of the day when all gloom is 
gone. Light will come to the people who walked in darkness, and 
they will rejoice. Saint Paul urges the Corinthians to have no 
divisions among (them). In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus, walking by 
the Sea of Galilee, calls Simon, Andrew, James and John to follow 
him. The brothers leave everything and follow Jesus. 

 

 

 

Maverick Brayden Pierce 



A Thought Worth Revisiting.. 
I know I have told this story before, but it is worth repeating.  I wish I could cite the source of this story.  I originally heard that it is 
from The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen Covey, but I read that book several times and can’t find this story.  
Whoever originally told it, thank you for the wisdom! 

The most important thing is to make the most important thing the most important thing. 

A college professor walks into an auditorium on the first day of the semester.  He has a cart with him and on the cart is a big fish tank.  
Without saying a word, he reaches under the cart and takes out a bucket of rocks and he places the rocks in the tank until they reach the 
top.  He looks up and all of his new students are looking at him curiously.  He asks, “Is it full?”  The response from the entire class is, 
“Yes.” 

He then quietly takes out another bucket filled with pebbles.  He takes a handful of them and slowly drops them over the rocks, and 
they fall between the spaces in the rocks.  He repeats this until the pebbles have reached the top.  He asks again, “Is it full?”  The 
response is a little more tentative, but many say, “Yes.”   

He reaches under the cart and takes out a bag of fish tank gravel and slowly pours it over the rocks and pebbles and it slowly falls into 
the spaces between the rocks and the pebbles until the gravel reaches the top.  He looks up, and before he can even ask the question the 
students respond almost like a question, “Yes?” some say and others, in the same tone say, “No?” 

He reaches under the cart again and takes out a bucket of sand - fine sand like at Jones Beach and he slowly drops hands full of sand 
over the rocks and pebbles and gravel and it slowly fills the spaces between them until it too reaches the top. 

He looks up and before they can even begin to respond he just put up a finger indicating they should wait a moment, and he takes out a 
pitcher of water and pours it into the tank where it seeps into the spaces between the rocks and the pebbles and the gravel and the sand.  
When he is finished, he asks again, “Is it full?”  One student shouts out, “No.  You probably have one more thing under there!”  He 
responds, “No, now it is full.” 

The professor then asks, “What lesson can we learn from this activity?”  Hands go up and he gets their responses.  One says, “Things 
aren’t always the way they seem.”  Another says, “There is (almost) always room for more.”  The professor commends them on their 
creative thought processes.  But then he says, “The real lesson here is that if I had done this in reverse order, beginning by filling the 
tank to the top with water and ending with the rocks, I would have made a huge mess!” 

The most important thing is to make the most important thing the most important thing. 

Why is it important to repeat this lesson? 

Today is a new Feast Day in our Church.  My Good Friend, Pope Francis has declared today to be Sunday of the Word of God.  He 
wants us to re-focus on God’s word alive in Scripture. 

I have heard that a good way to look at the Bible is to remember that the word BIBLE stands for Basic Instruction Before Leaving 
Earth.  That isn’t bad, but I don’t know that it is all instruction.  I see the Bible as a series of love letters from God.  And I believe that 
for Christians, this is the most important thing - knowing God’s love.  God’s message of love needs to be heard over and over in 
every context in our lives.  If I don’t begin every action and thought with knowledge that God loves me, then I am going to make a 
mess of things in my heart and soul and then in my daily life. 

We live in an advanced world technologically, but some of those advancements can get in the way of the most important thing.  When 
teens and young adults come into church with ear buds in their ears, it is getting in the way of hearing the words of love from your 
family much less God’s word of love.  When people are texting during readings and even during the Eucharistic Prayer (which so 
clearly communicates God’s intense love) they are missing out on the most important thing.  When people are texting when they are on 
line to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation, they are not in a position to hear God’s words of love and forgiveness.  Yes, I have 
seen all of these things! 

Also, when parents are busy texting or on the phone as they are dropping off their children, this communicates that whatever is on the 
other end of this phone is more important than my child - getting in the way of communicating love! 

Maybe the new feast today can serve as a great reminder to us all! 

A couple of years ago, Pope Francis declared a Year of Mercy.  People asked why would we need a year of mercy when this should be 
our lifestyle?  Maybe we needed it because we were a little off track and needed to get back to being a people of mercy.  Look at how 
much our parish has become a community of mercy in the past few years - Thank you Pope Francis! 

So why do we need a feast day to remind us of the wonder of the Word of God?  Maybe we all need to get back to the most important 
thing - God loves me intimately! 

So let’s all start today!  Let’s make the Word of God a bigger part of our daily life!  Let technology help - go to: 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings to find the readings that the church uses every day.  Ask God to speak to you through them.  Then 
listen with your heart.  God wants us all to know His love.  Then He wants us all to share it!  Let’s make the most important thing the 
most important thing!        

 

             - Fr Mike 

A Successful Fun Raiser 
Last Sunday we had our first “Post Christmas Re-Gift Raffle” at a Pot-Luck Lunch in Carew Hall.  There was great food, great music 
and dancing (thanks to our DJ Mike Baker) , and some very interesting prizes!  Everyone who  participated in the event had a lot of fun 
on a cold winter afternoon.  Thank you to those who cooked and donated prizes.  Thank you also to the many Confirmation Candidates 
who helped set up and serve.  Remember, you can’t re-gift this year’s prizes at next year’s party! 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings
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     Respect Life 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 

 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

Our Prayer in Action         

In Building the City of God 
 

 

Sunday Jan. 19th Collections:              $15,575 

Same week last year                $15.972 

Last Year Weekly Average Was                   $17,858   

Mass Attendance - Sun. Jan. 19th                   1,302  

Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance                     1,385 

 

January Repairs & Main. Collection                $5,435 

Beyond DC, more pro-life marches set for 2020  
by Kevin Jones 
 (exerpts from an article reprinted from the Catholic News Agency  
website) 

While hundreds of thousands of pro-life advocates will gather in 
Washington, D.C. for the National March for Life this Jan. 24, thou-
sands will attend similar events in major cities like Los Angeles, Chi-
cago and Denver. 
Although they address serious subjects, some events will take on a 
celebratory air, aiming to convey the joy of human life. 
In Los Angeles, OneLifeLA’s Sixth Annual Walk for Life will take 
place Jan. 18, beginning with a young adult rally, and culminating in 
a festival, and even an official after-party. Participants will walk from 
the rally site through city streets to Los Angeles State Historical Park, 
the venue for a pro-life festival and food trucks. The event will have a 
children’s area with face painting, balloon art and space for frisbee 
games. 
 The Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels will host a requiem Mass 
for the unborn, before events conclude with a young adult after-party 
at the Imperial Western Terminal at Union Station. 
Last year’s OneLifeLA event drew 30,000 people, Angelus News 
reports. 
The rally’s keynote speaker is sex trafficking survivor and criminal 
justice reform advocate Cyntoia Brown-Long. The event will also 
feature musical guests, including the group Love and the Outcome 
and singer-songwriter Francis Cabildo. 
Kathleen Buckley Domingo, senior director of the Office of Life, 
Justice and Peace for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, reflected on 
this year’s theme: “One Mission, One Family.” 
“The goal is always to get people to recognize our mission and do it 
all year-round, a groundswell of action in the community that loves, 
cherishes, and respects every single person, and doing it as part of one 
extended family. We want this to feel as if it’s our own family reun-
ion, and a time to tell our family stories.” 
 The March for Life Chicago, held Jan. 11, bills itself as the largest 
pro-life event in the Midwest. Last year’s event drew about 8,000 
attendees. The theme is “Life Empowers: Pro-Life is Pro-Woman.” 
Keynote speaker for the Chicago rally is Claire Culwell, who sur-
vived the abortion procedure that killed her twin sister, and was born 
two months premature. She was adopted after birth and reconnected 
with her birth mother in 2009. 
Political figures to speak at the event include U.S. Rep. Dan Lipinski 
of Illinois, one of the few remaining pro-life Democrats in Congress, 
who narrowly won a primary victory in 2018. U.S. Rep. Darin La-
Hood (R-Ill.) will also speak. 
Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago is among the speakers, as is Rev. 
Dr. Matthew Harrison, president of the Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod. Morning and evening convention sessions at Congress Plaza 
Hotel will feature pro-life organizations from across the U.S. At the 
hotel there will be a morning youth rally, a Catholic Mass, as well as 
an evening banquet and a swing dance for young adult attendees. 
In 2019, Illinois lawmakers passed legislation to declare abortion a 
“fundamental right.” It removed several abortion laws from the state 
code, including a ban on partial-birth abortion, required waiting peri-
ods for an abortion, and regulations on abortion clinics.  Illinois’ 
Catholic bishops criticized the goals of the bill and the manner of its 
passing, without hearings or the public release of the final text in the 
final days of the legislative session. 
Dawn Fitzpatrick, president of the March for Life Chicago, placed the 
March for Life in that context. 
“Furious that Illinois legislators have made this state an abortion oasis 
for the Midwest, pro-life advocates from across the country are em-
powered to come together in a joyful gathering knowing we can build 
a brighter future,” Fitzpatrick said Nov. 22. 
“More people than ever plan to turn out for the March for Life Chica-

go.” 

 

This year’s pro-life events are significantly larger in scope, she said. 
“This expansion gives participants the opportunity to connect with 
companies, organizations, and other individuals from across the coun-
try who share their values. Now, they will depart ready to take further 
action in their own communities,” said Fitzpatrick, who is also senior 
coordinator for Respect Life Ministries at the Chicago archdiocese. 
In Colorado, Catholic Charities of Denver’s Respect Life office orga-
nized the Jan. 11 Celebrate Life Rally and March. The rally will begin 
on the west steps of the state capitol in Denver followed by a march 
around Civic Center Park. 
The event will begin with several morning Masses in the area, includ-
ing one at the nearby Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. 
The rally’s keynote speaker is former Planned Parenthood manager 
Ramona Trevino. Archbishop Samuel Aquila of Denver will also speak 
at the rally. 
The Denver event aims to emphasize a proposed 2020 ballot measure 
known as Initiative 120, which will ban late term abortions 22 weeks 
into pregnancy, with exemptions for abortions that in a doctor’s judge-
ment are an immediate threat to a woman’s life. 
“I urge all Catholics to get involved in this effort!” Archbishop Aquila 
said Jan. 7. “We must not let up in our efforts to ensure that the good-
ness of every human life is respected in our laws, our churches and our 
families.” 
Backers of the proposal must collect over 124,000 signatures by March 
4 in order to qualify for the November 2020 election ballot. 
In Richmond, Va. the second annual Virginia March for Life is sched-
uled for Feb. 13 at the state capitol. The state event was launched last 
year in response to abortion legislation in the state legislature, includ-
ing a bill that its own sponsor admitted could allow abortion up to 
birth. 
The Texas Rally for Life, held in Austin Jan. 25, includes a walk to the 
capitol in Austin at 1 p.m., a rally at the capitol at 2 p.m., followed by a 
pro-life expo on the Great Walk of the Capitol Grounds. Organizers 
estimated 10,000 people attended last year. 
 
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 Continued 

https://onelifela.org/
https://www.marchforlifechicagoconvention.org/
http://respectlifedenver.org/
http://www.texasrallyforlife.org/




 

God has called and gifted you for a mission. When you were baptized, you were given 

the presence of the Holy Spirit and “charisms”, gifts of the Holy Spirit that enable you 

to be a channel of God’s love, truth, beauty, mercy, healing, and provision for others. 

The charisms that you have been given are important clues to your God-given  

mission in life and Holy Spirit empowered tools to enable you to live it! Join over 

100,000 Catholics around the world who have begun to discern their charisms 

through the Called & Gifted workshop. 

St Joseph R.C. Church 
Carew Hall 

Saturday, June 20, 2020 
 

Continental Breakfast and Registration begins at 7:45 am 

Workshop starts promptly at 8:30 – 4:30 pm followed by 5 pm Mass 

Workshop Fee:  

 St. Joseph Parishioner (discounted) $25 

Non-parishioner may register after April 1, $40 

Fee includes continental breakfast and lunch. 

Limited Space is available. 

Sign up early! 

 

Register by dropping the slip below along with the fee in the collection basket, or at the Rectory. 

Name  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Email  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Cell phone ________________________________ Home phone  _____________________ 

 

Please circle one Parishioner $25  Non-parishioner $40 



 

Then join us this week and read chapters 9-12 

We will explore five of the biggest lies about Christianity and 
then get at the heart of the biggest lie. 
 

What follows is practical advice on how, we ordinary people, 

can begin to live holiness one moment at a time.  

Book Discussion - Week Three 

Then join us to discuss what we learned and how to 

live it out daily  

Thursday 1/30 at   

10 am in the Fellowship Room  

(lower level in school)  





 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th Grade.  
This year's crew plan is jam packed with interest-

ing and fun activities here at St. Joseph's and "off-campus" as 
well.   Come to our meeting and check it out. 

 Visit our next meeting: 

                  Jan 26, 2020 Tonight 

             e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for 
boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene     588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)       Vinny    521-5544       

Basketball:  

Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com)      Brittney 445-9099 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)     Nick  585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                   Vinny  521-5544 

Travel*                        Vinny  521-5544 

Track: (stjoesronktrack@gmail.com)                

Boys & Girls Grades K-8 Tom/Jason     542-2134 

Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

jcaiolahome@gmail.com 

Travel (LIJSL):                                 Jason  875-5209 

ronkonkomarattlesnakes@gmail.com 

Softball:                                           Dennis  467-6174 

Coming soon: an opportunity to begin a journey to discover the 
unique call God has for you, and the gifts He gives you to ful-
fill your mission in life! It all starts with the Called & Gifted 
workshop!! A teaching team from the Catherine of Siena Insti-
tute in Colorado Springs will offer the introductory Called & 
Gifted workshop, on Saturday, June 20, 2020, from 8:30 am to 
4:30 pm. Everyone is invited to participate. To register or find 
out more, see the bulletin or contact Michele Nappi @ 
michele@stjoronk.org. (631) 981-1805 

Journey With Jesus, Present In the Word 

Feast of “Sunday of the Word of God” 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

Pope Francis has declared a new feast day in our Church’s 

Liturgical Calendar, “Sunday of the Word of God”. This 

celebration was established for us to  to have a deeper en-

counter with the living Christ so that we become more 

committed to mercy.  

In today’s Gospel we are given an insight into Jesus’ early 

days of ministry.  His message, “Repent, for the kingdom 

of heaven is at hand”, is a challenge to change not only our 

minds and attitudes, but to a allow Jesus to transform us 

into who we were truly created to be. We were created to 

love God with every fiber of our being, and to love others 

the way we, at the deepest core of our being, long to be 

loved. This transformation changes our priorities and we 

become less self-focused and more others-focused. We 

allow Jesus to make us “”fishers of men” as he did with 

his first disciples, Peter, Andrew, James, and John. They, 

like most of us, were ordinary people called to missionary 

discipleship. Our response to this call requires great trust, 

and we may be taken in a direction we least expect. One 

thing that Scripture is clear about, Jesus may ask much 

from us but he gave even more. And he will give us the 

strength to follow.  

 

mailto:michele@stjoronk.org


Journey With Jesus, Present In the Word 

Feast of “Sunday of the Word of God” 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Pope Francis has declared a new feast day in our 

Church’s Liturgical Calendar, “Sunday of the Word of 

God”. This celebration was established for us to  to 

have a deeper encounter with the living Christ so that 

we become more committed to mercy.  

In today’s Gospel we are given an insight into Jesus’ 

early days of ministry.  His message, “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand”, is a challenge to 

change not only our minds and attitudes, but to a al-

low Jesus to transform us into who we were truly cre-

ated to be. We were created to love God with every 

fiber of our being, and to love others the way we, at 

the deepest core of our being, long to be loved. This 

transformation changes our priorities and we become 

less self-focused and more others-focused. We allow 

Jesus to make us “”fishers of men” as he did with his 

first disciples, Peter, Andrew, James, and John. They, 

like most of us, were ordinary people called to mis-

sionary discipleship. Our response to this call requires 

great trust, and we may be taken in a direction we 

least expect. One thing that Scripture is clear about, 

Jesus may ask much from us but he gave even more. 

And he will give us the strength to follow.  


