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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, Feb. 2 (The Presentation of the Lord Feast) 

  7:00  Bridie McWeeney (Loving Daughters, Mary & Anne) 

  9:00  Peter D’Onofrio (Loving Family) 

10:30  Dawn Marie (LIVING) (The Pasquarella & Santiago Families 

  John McAleavey (The Mitchell Family), Dana Hubbard 

  (The Mitchell Family), Marie Ebbecke (Melissa & Kieran  

  Stanford), Paul Caniglia (Melissa & Kieran Stanford), John 

  Joseph Savillo (Mr. & Mrs. R. Kelly) 

12:00  Petra Rivera (Helen Clahane) 

   5:00 For the People of the Parish 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 
  Monday, Feb. 3  

  7:00   For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Giovanni Palmeri (Mr. & Mrs. Dan DiTroia) 

Tuesday, Feb. 4 

  7:00     For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  For the People of the Parish 

 Wednesday, Feb. 5 

  7:00     For the People of the Parish 

  9:00     Elizabeth Cameron (Loving Husband & Family) 

Thursday, Feb. 6 

  7:00  Regina A. Barrowclough (Loving Family) 

  9:00  For the People of the Parish 

 Friday, Feb. 7 

  7:00  For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Giovanni Palmeri (Ann Petrillo) 

Saturday, Feb. 8 

  8:00     For the People of the Parish 

  5:00  Salvatore Sciara (Loving Family) 

  For the People of the Parish, Jose Vilmenay (Loving Wife 

  & Family) 

Sunday, Feb. 9 (Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  7:00  John C. Dias (The Esteves Family) 

  9:00  For the People of the Family 

10:30  John Fariello (Nicole Fariello) 

12:00  Jean Bobka (Joanne Fahey) 

   5:00 Louis Casey (The Murphy Family) 

  6:30  Spanish Mass 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

 

In Memory of 

Bertha & John Rau 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

          REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Esther Cassar, Elizabeth Montemarano 
 

  our deceased soldiers and all of our 
deceased relatives and friends. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 

 

In the first reading, the prophet Malachi describes 
the one who will prepare a way before the Lord 
when he comes to purify his people. The author of 
Hebrews describes how Jesus came to share in 
flesh and blood like God’s children so as to 
expiate the sins of the people. In the Gospel, 
Jesus is taken by Mary and Joseph to be 
presented in the Temple; he is recognized by 
Simeon and Anna as the child to all who were 
awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. 



Important Announcement Regarding Called And Gifted 
Last Sunday I spoke at the masses inviting people to register for Called and Gifted (June 20) as soon as possible.  We even have an 
“Early Bird Special”.  Your cost will be $25 between now and the end of March and only parishioners can register at this time.  After 
that it will be open to all and it will cost $40.  If you are interested but $25 is too much, call the rectory.  Someone offered to pay 
for those who fall short but want to be part of the workshop!  God is good, and so are his generous disciples! 

Journey with Jesus Present in the Word 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

This calendar year, the 4th Sunday’s readings are 
overridden by the feast of the Presentation of the Lord.  
But the gospel of the 4th Sunday is very important - it is 
the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5: 1-12a).  
It can be found at #937 in the Journeysongs book.  Please 
read it! 

This gospel story is very important because of the 
beatitudes which remind us of our blessings even in trials 
and also call us to deeper holiness through our actions.  
Probably the most important Beatitude is the last one - 
just the first three words - Blessed are you!  Yes it goes 
on to say that you are blessed when people speak evil 
against you because of your faith in Jesus. 

But our new feast from last week (The Feast of the Word 
of God) reminds us that God is speaking directly to each 
one of us in his word.  So each one of us needs to hear in 
our heart those three words, “Blessed are you!” 

But the real important part of this story is the very 
beginning.  It is the set up for the entire Sermon on the 
Mount: 

 Jesus went up the mountain.  Who else went up the 
mountain?  Moses.  And he came down with the law.  
Jesus is giving a new law here! 

 He sat down.  A rabbi sits to teach.  Jesus is the 
ultimate rabbi. 

These two things set the stage for the very important 
teachings we will hear over the next few weeks before 
we enter Lent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Two Wolves 
One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about a 

battle that goes on inside people. 

He said, "My son, the battle is between two "wolves" inside 
us all..  

One is Evil.  

It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, 
arrogance, 

self-pity ,guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, 
superiority, and ego. 
The other is Good. 

It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, 

benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion 
and faith."  

The grand son thought about it for a minute 

and then asked his grandfather: "Which wolf wins?" The 
old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed." 

Mercy! 
In my younger years, this word would call to mind the Roy Orbison song “Pretty Woman” (How many of you 
are now humming that song in your head?)  The other image connected to this word was the penitential rite at 
the beginning of mass, so I, like many others, saw mercy as forgiveness. 

But the word, and the concept of mercy have grown so much in the entire Roman Catholic Church and in our 
parish since Pope Francis called for a Year of Mercy (from 12/8/15 - 11/20/16).  Another moment in the 
ministry of Pope Francis has also helped people to grow in understanding of this profound word - When he was 
given a book Mercy, by Walter Kasper, Francis said, “Mercy!  That’s God’s name!” 

We pray about our works of mercy at the beginning of every Sunday mass, we ask our children in Faith 
Formation to do communal works of mercy, and we celebrate Share Mercy Sundays.  Recently I realized how 
much this profound concept is becoming part of our Catholic DNA.  I was setting up a power point presentation 
for kids and their parents, and was struggling a little with the computer and projector.  Two dads came over and 
said, “We both work in technology, can we do a work of mercy and help you with that?”  Just as they were 
saying this, I got it figured out so I didn’t need their help, but in that moment, I knew I was in God’s presence.  
Mercy really is God’s name and it is also contagious! 

Thank you all for making God’s profound presence known in your simple works of mercy.  You are definitely 

building the City of God in every one of these works!      -Fr Mike 
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     Respect Life Our Prayer in Action         

In Building the City of God 
 

 

Sunday Jan. 26th Collections:                 $15,810 

Same week last year                   $16,072 

Last Year Weekly Average Was                      $17,858   

Mass Attendance - Sun. Jan. 26th                          1,468 

Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance                                         1,385 

 

Monthly Parish Operations and Activities: 

Below is a summary of our parish finances 

For the 1st 4 months of the fiscal year 

(Sept. thru Dec. 2019) 
 

Budgeted Sunday Collection Rev.  $320,180 

Actual Sunday Collection Rev.  $300,954 
 

Deficit Budgeted    $(15,869) 

Actual Net Income    $   1,095 
 

Repairs & Maintenance Collection: 

Budgeted     $25,670 

Actual Repairs & Maint.   $23,612 

Repair & Maint. Expenditures   $(8,986) 

Repair & Maint. Fund Balance  $14,626 

 

Each month as we give the financial status, we 

Will also list some selected ministry activities: 

 

Matthew Kelly “Biggest Lie…” 

       Books Distributed     1,500 
 

Unbound Missionary Funds Collected in 

      Faith Formation Classes (to-date)             $550 
 

Blood Donations (# of pints): 

          Jan. 2020         73 

          July 2019         56 

          Jan. 2019                                                          81 

.”Officials argue babies with Down syndrome have 

‘equal dignity’ 

by Bradley Eli, M.Div., Ma.Th.  (Reprinted from  ChurchMili-
tant.com,  January 23, 2020) 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (ChurchMilitant.com) - The Department of Jus-
tice (DOJ) is coming to the defense of Ohio's unborn babies diag-
nosed with Down syndrome. 

In a friend-of-the-court brief filed on Tuesday, the DOJ 
is supporting Ohio's ban on eugenic abortions as the law heads to the 
U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. The DOJ noted in its brief that 
those with birth defects still have lives of equal dignity and are wor-
thy of protection. 

"A prohibition on abortion providers from knowingly performing 
abortions based on disability — like a prohibition on knowingly par-
ticipating in assisted suicides — replaces 'negative messages' with a 
public statement that the lives of individuals with 'disabil[ities] must 
be no less valued than the lives' of others," said the department. 

The ban, signed into law by Ohio Gov. John Kasich in December 
2017, was later struck down by a U.S. District Court before it could 
be enforced in March 2018. A split ruling from a three-judge panel of 
the Sixth Circuit affirmed the lower court's decision. The full court of 
the Sixth Circuit, however, subsequently ruled to rehear the state's 
appeal of its ban. 

In signing the brief for the DOJ, Assistant Attorney General Eric 
Dreiband of the Civil Rights Division said, "The federal govern-
ment has an interest in the equal dignity of those who live with disa-
bilities." 

"Nothing in the Constitution requires Ohio to authorize abortion pro-
viders to participate in abortions the providers know are based on 
Down syndrome," added Dreiband. 

Dreiband's assertion that those born with Down syndrome lead lives 
of equal dignity is supported even by secular news agencies reporting 
that parents who rear children diagnosed with Down syndrome are 
happier because of it. 

NBC News in 2011 cited a study by Dr. Brian Skotko, a clinical fel-
low in genetics at Children's Hospital Boston, that found: "Among 
2,044 parents or guardians surveyed, 79% reported their outlook on 
life was more positive because of their child with Down syndrome." 

Skotko's study also revealed that siblings of children with Down syn-
drome were actually happier. In addition, it found that "among sib-
lings ages 12 and older, 97% expressed feelings of pride about their 
brother or sister with Down syndrome and 88% were convinced they 
were better people because of their sibling with Down syndrome." 

The study further concluded that children with Down syndrome also 
grew up to be happy adults. 

According to the report, "A third study evaluating how adults with 
Down syndrome felt about themselves reports 99% responded they 
were happy with their lives, 97% liked who they are and 96% liked 
how they looked." 

 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 

 

 

54 Day Novena 

January 31-March 24 
 

Please join the Diocese of Rockville Centre 
Vocations Office in praying a 54 Day Rosary 
Novena for vocations to the priesthood, 
beginning on Jan 31, 2020 and ending on 
March 24, 20209,. The vigil of the 
Annunciation. 
 

Thank you for your prayers & support. 

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/author/bradleyelichurchmilitant.com
https://www.churchmilitant.com/
https://www.theepochtimes.com/justice-department-defends-ohio-law-banning-down-syndrome-abortions_3212634.html
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/ohio-ban-on-down-syndrome-abortions-goes-to-govs-desk
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1236626/download?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/department-justice-files-brief-support-constitutionality-ohio-law-prohibiting-abortion
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/44703812/ns/health-health_care/t/down-syndromes-rewards-touted-new-test-looms/
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/44703812/ns/health-health_care/t/down-syndromes-rewards-touted-new-test-looms/




 

God has called and gifted you for a mission. When you were baptized, you were given 

the presence of the Holy Spirit and “charisms”, gifts of the Holy Spirit that enable you 

to be a channel of God’s love, truth, beauty, mercy, healing, and provision for others. 

The charisms that you have been given are important clues to your God-given mis-

sion in life and Holy Spirit empowered tools to enable you to live it! Join over 100,000 

Catholics around the world who have begun to discern their charisms through the 

Called & Gifted workshop. 

St Joseph R.C. Church 
45 Church St., Ronkonkoma, NY 11779 

Saturday, June 20, 2020 
 

Continental Breakfast and Registration begins at 7:45 am 

Workshop starts promptly at 8:30 am – 4:30 pm followed by 5 pm Mass 

Pre-Registration Only - Limited Space - Enroll Early 

Parishioners only may register early for a discount fee of $25.00 

After March 29, 2020, registration will be open to all at a cost of $40.00 

Fee includes continental breakfast and lunch. 

 

________________________________________ _________________________________________ 

Name  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Email  (print clearly) ________________________________________________________ 

Address  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Cell phone ________________________________ Home phone  _____________________ 
 

Fee enclosed: $______________  check# __________  credit card #___________  cash__________  



 

Then join us this week and read chapters 13-15 

We will explore five of the biggest lies about Christianity and 
then get at the heart of the biggest lie. 

 

What follows is practical advice on how, we ordinary people, 

can begin to live holiness one moment at a time.  

Book Discussion - Week Four 

Then join us to discuss what we learned and how to 

live it out daily  

Thursday 2/6 at   

10 am in the Fellowship Room  

(lower level in school)  

or 7:30 pm in Carew Hall  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Joseph’s Respect Life Ministry would like to thank the 
parishioners of our parish for their prayers, words of encour-
agement, and financial support as we traveled to Washington 
DC for this year’s March for Life.  We filled our bus for the 
first time in years, and even had a waiting list!  The generosi-
ty of those who donated money after mass and at our fund-
raiser at the Knights of Columbus enabled us to cover the 
cost of the bus and send a donation to the March for Life as 
well.   We had more people than in previous years come to 
mass the night before the March for Life, and we had a suc-
cessful screeing of UNPLANNED, revealing the lies and de-
ception of  Planned Parenthood.  THANK YOU to everyone 
who supported us in one way or another! 

Please consider making a public statement that you support 

life by walking with us in the Ronkonkoma St. Patrick’s Day 

Parade on Sunday, March 22.  We have a float with a beauti-

ful baby that simply says “Life…God’s Precious Gift”.  Look 

for details in upcoming bulletins. 



Volunteers Needed for our 6th Annual Dine-Around for: 

 

Set Up: February 25th 4:30pm-6pm 

Serving: February 25th 6:30-830pm 

Clean Up: February 25th 9pm 

 

If interested, please leave your name and contact info at the Rectory by calling 631-588-47  



 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th Grade.  
This year's crew plan is jam packed with interest-

ing and fun activities here at St. Joseph's and "off-campus" as 
well.   Come to our meeting and check it out. 

 Visit our next meeting: 

                  Feb. 2, 2020 Tonight 

             e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for 
boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene     588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)       Vinny    521-5544       

Basketball:  

Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com)      Brittney 445-9099 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)     Nick  585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                   Vinny  521-5544 

Travel*                        Vinny  521-5544 

Track: (stjoesronktrack@gmail.com)                

Boys & Girls Grades K-8 Tom/Jason     542-2134 

Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

jcaiolahome@gmail.com 

Travel (LIJSL):                                 Jason  875-5209 

ronkonkomarattlesnakes@gmail.com 

Softball:                                           Dennis  467-6174 

 

Did you know God gives you spiritual gifts to help you to be effective at 
your work and a more effective witness to your faith in the workplace? 
A teaching team from the Catherine of Siena Institute will offer the in-
troductory Called & Gifted workshop on Saturday, June 20, 2020, from 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm. If you wonder how you are called to be a channel of 
His love and provision at work or in your community, come and begin to 
discern your unique mission in life. Everyone is invited to participate. To 
register or find out more, see the bulletin or contact Michele Nappi @ 
michele@stjoronk.org. (631) 981-1805. 

Journey with Jesus Present in the Word 
Presentation of the Lord February 2, 20202 

 

We have some good examples of how we can grow in 
holiness from Simeon and Anna.  Simeon was right-
eous and devout.  Righteous: acting in an upright, 
moral way; virtuous.  Devout: earnest or sincere; 
hearty.  Anna added fasting to her praying.  Perhaps 
we could incorporate these traits into our lives.  A 
righteous and devout woman taught me about 
“Thankful Thursday and I would like to respectful 
add to it “Fasting Friday”. How about adding Fasting 
Friday to our weekly routine. The fasting should be 
something we consciously refrained from because we 
want to be righteous and devout.  Not just giving up 
something for the day but not engaging in the nega-
tive. Turn the adverse conversation around by only 
saying the positive.  Not easy to do, but we can, at 
least once a week.  We might be surprised how 
“Fasting Friday’s”, the day Our Lord died, we die to 
negativism and in the process become known as 
righteous and devout.  
 

mailto:michele@stjoronk.org

