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Mass Intentions for the Week 
 

Sunday, Feb. 16 (Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  7:00  For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Dec’d. Mbrs. Of St. Regis K of C & Columbiettes, 

  Gil Balkam 

10:30  Dcn. Jack Burke (Loving Friends) 

12:00  Howard Johnson (Mr. & Mrs. DiCarlo & Family) 

   5:00 Arnold Thomas Brown  (LIVING) (Sharon Marchany  

  & Family) 

 6:30 Spanish Mass 
  Monday, Feb. 17 

  7:00   For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Susanne Jones (Frances & Arthur Jr. Keller) 

Tuesday, Feb. 18 

  7:00     Jennifer Waitkus (Loving Family) 

  9:00  Sister Mary Casey, O.P. (J. Salerno) 

 Wednesday, Feb. 19 

  7:00     Antonio Cuoco (The Cardazzone Family) 

  9:00     Javier Cadena (Maria Avena) 

Thursday, Feb. 20 

  7:00  For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Esther Cassar (Ratko Turcinovic) 

 Friday, Feb. 21   

  7:00  Kathleen Pagliuca (Loving Family) 

  9:00  Christine Raspante (Fredinita Gonzales & Family) 

Saturday, Feb. 22 

  8:00     For the People of the Parish 

  5:00  Dominick Mariano (Anne Mariano), Esther Cassar 

  (Beba & Doda Nikic), Glenn Tipping (Deborah Parnes) 

  Giuseppina Gioia (Mr. & Mrs. Joseph LoGiudice) 

Sunday, Feb. 23 (Seventh  Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

  7:00  For the People of the Parish 

  9:00  Erica Catoggio (Mr. & Mrs. Riccardelli) 

10:30  Richard Pasquarella (Loving Family), Caya & Ponciano 

  Pagcaliwagan (Lucia Villa & Family), Ronnie O’Reilly 

  (Marc & Craig), Edward Mitchell Sr. (Ellen & Jack 

  Schmitt), Nancy Harcum (LIVING) (The Vessa Family), 

  Sopie Vecchio (The Vessa Family) 

12:00  Anna & Gasper Crimaudo (Loving Family) 

   5:00 For the People of the Parish 

 6:30  Spanish Mass 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

The Sacrament is celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on 
the first Saturday of each month.  Parents, please call the 
parish office to arrange a meeting with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

As listed on front cover or call the office to see a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our 
faith and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This 
whole process of inquiry and potential conversion is called 
RCIA—The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

 Altar Bread & Wine 

In Memory of 

Johanna, Joseph, Josephine, & 

 Anna Soldner 

Requested by 

Ann Festa 

 

          REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Josephine Pergolizzi, Paul Deo 
 

  our deceased soldiers and all of our 
deceased relatives and friends. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them. May they rest in peace.. May their souls and all the souls of the 
faithful departed rest in peace. Amen 

OUR LITURGY 
 

 
In the first reading, Sirach tells the people they can choose to 
follow the commandments, or not. But keeping the 
commandments will save them. In Saint Paul’s Letter to the 
Corinthians, he writes of the greatness prepared for those who 
love God. In the Gospel from Matthew, Jesus teaches about the 
law. He says that he has come to fulfil the law, and that hose who 
keep it will be called the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 



A Request For Prayers And 

Another Request 
 

Last weekend there was an accident after the Saturday 5:00 
mass.  I was not here, having taken the rare opportunity to 
sneak out after Confession and meet some old friends for 
dinner.  I don’t know exactly what happened, but I do know 
that a woman pedestrian was hit and was brought to the 
hospital.  As of this writing, she is still there.  Please pray for 
her.  Pray also for the driver of the car who hit her - it was an 
accident and I am sure that even though the driver was not 
physically hurt, this person is hurting inside. 

Now to the other request: Let’s be careful out there! 

Our parking lot across from church is set for people to enter 
only on Church Street and exit to the south on 12th Street.  We 
will be upgrading our signs in the near future, but we ask all 
drivers to please abide by this entrance and exit rule for safety. 

Pedestrians - be careful too!  Use the cross walk.  Look both 
ways before crossing and don’t text and walk!  Every Sunday I 
see each one of these common sense safety rules being broken. 

-Fr Mike 

Looking For Something To Do For Lent? 
 

Marshall Brickman, who co-wrote the Oscar winning Movie 
Annie Hall with Woodie Allen once said, “I have learned on 
thing,, as Woody says, ‘showing up is 80% of life.’” 

This is especially true when it comes to our relationship with God 
- showing up is really important.  I’m talking about our 
celebrations of God’s love for us.  But wait, we come to mass, 
aren’t you speaking to the wrong crowd? 

Actually I am speaking about being present for the entire 
celebration.  Come and join in the gathering song and the opening 
rites of mass where we open our hearts to God’s unconditional 
love.  Some people say, if you get there in time for the Gospel, it 
counts.  It may count, but you also may have missed an important 
message God wanted to speak to you in the first reading! 

Stay after Communion to hear the commissioning, “Go in peace 
glorifying the Lord by your life!”  Accept that commission and 
bring the joy of the entire celebration with you into your daily life! 

So, this Lent, give God a few more minutes of your time.  God 
will give you plenty in return!    

                                                                                     -Fr Mike 

Celebrating The Feast of St Joseph - Caring For Holy Families 

 
St Joseph was charged with caring for the Holy Family.  This is an amazingly sacred responsibility.  Under his patronage, 
we too, in living mercy, are called to care for Holy Families.  A couple of ways we do this regularly are through our 
Shepherd’s Table Soup Kitchen every Monday Wednesday and Friday, and through the work of our Parish Outreach.  

Both the Soup Kitchen and Parish Outreach help many families with ongoing challenges and every one of us who supports 
our parish is part of this work - THANK YOU! 

Every once in a while one of our Holy Families faces an unexpected emergency that creates extraordinary hardships.  WE 
CAN’T FIX IT BUT WE TRY TO HELP because, like our patron, we are called to care for Holy Families. 

Right now, we know of three such situations and their extraordinary hardships are a call to action in mercy for us.  So here 
is the plan: 

Saturday, March 14, the weekend before the feast of St Joseph (March 19), 

we are having a 

 

Concert of Christian Music 7:00 PM in the Church 

 

The concert will be multi cultural, with English, Spanish, and possibly 

other language music groups leading us in song and prayer. 

We are asking for a donation of $10 per person. 

 

Also, that same weekend, we will take a special collection for our 

Care For Holy Families Fund. 

 

All proceeds from this concert and collection will be set aside for those facing extraordinary hardships.  The Care 
For Holy Families Fund will be coordinated through our Parish Outreach Office. 

This is the first year we are doing this, but we plan to have an annual event and special collection to serve this 
purpose of caring for our Holy Families. 

We will also direct the recipients to appropriate public service agencies for further assistance. 

 

Tickets for this concert will be available after masses in the coming weeks. 

Thank you in advance for your help with this work of mercy! 

Whatever you do for the least of my brothers or sisters, you do for me. (Matt 25:40) 



February 16, 2020 

     Respect Life Our Prayer in Action         

In Building the City of God 
 

 

Sunday Feb. 9th Collections:                 $18,754 

Same week last year                   $20,270 

Last Year Weekly Average Was                      $17,858   

Mass Attendance - Sun. Feb. 9th            1,700 

Last Year Avg. Mass Attendance                                         1,385 

 

Abortion opponents in Kansas have tried to restrict the 
practice through statute, only to be blocked by naked judicial 
activism from a state supreme court intent on magicking a 
right to abortion into a document that contains no such thing 
or anything that might plausibly be construed as such a 
thing. Faced with might-makes-right politics from a lawless 
court, abortion opponents have stuck by the rule of law and 
are now advancing a constitutional amendment that would 
make it abundantly and redundantly clear that the state con-
stitution does not remove the power of the state’s lawmak-
ing body to make laws touching abortion. Governor Laura 
Kelly declared that this threatens to return Kansas “to the 
Dark Ages.” 
Funny kind of dark age, this. 
There are a few genuine advocates of a dark-ages mode of 
life. In the Western world, for example, there are a few ex-
tremist environmentalists (by no means representing the 
main stream of the environmental movement) who advocate 
a return to a pre-industrial way of life, though they rarely 
speak very openly about what that would imply for political 
rights — if you believe that you can enjoy 21st-century liber-
ty and democracy under a 15th-century standard of material 
and technological life, you have not thought through that 
carefully enough. In the Islamic world, likewise, there are a 
few extremist groups and sects that have pronounced dark-
ages tendencies when it comes to culture. Some of our pro-
abortion friends have been known to describe abortion op-
ponents as “Taliban Christians” and the like — meaning anti-
modernists and reactionaries. But being American progres-
sives and therefore predictably parochial, they remain bliss-
fully ignorant of the fact that Islamic law takes a considera-
bly more liberal view of abortion relative to Catholic teach-
ing or to the positions typical of anti-abortion American 
evangelicals. (As among Christians, there is considerable sect
-by-sect variation.) And so it is worth keeping in mind that 
both the Western proponents of anti-modern primitivism 
and the would-be fathers of a revived Islamic caliphate both 
typically take a view of abortion that is closer to that of Gov-
ernor Kelly, Planned Parenthood, and the rest of the butch-
ers’ guild. 
In Kansas, the opponents of abortion have gone through the 
democratic process to pursue their goals and continue to 
rely on that process; their opponents, in contrast, have con-
sulted the esoteric scrolls and from them decocted a man-
date, previously invisible to all readers of the 19th-century 
document, that just happens to align with their preferences. 
Abortion opponents make a straightforward human-rights 
argument: What is in question here is by 
any biological definition a human organism at its earliest 
stages of development; their opponents, in contrast, of-
fer metaphysical speculation about “personhood” that is re-
markably similar to the debates about “ensoulment” con-
ducted in the Middle Ages. 
 
 

CONTINUED 

 
Abortion opponents would amend the law to prohibit the 
dismemberment of unborn human beings in most circum-
stances; Governor Kelly, speaking for the abortion-rights 
party, argues that to do so would be . . . bad for the state’s 
business climate. Restrictions on abortion would “make 
companies think twice about coming here.” The stupidity of 
that claim is truly shocking, even in a politician. One need 
not agree with the anti-abortion position to understand the 
anti-abortion position, i.e., that abortion represents the im-
moral taking of innocent human lives by the thousands and 
millions. It takes a special kind of moral illiteracy to offer as 
a counterargument: “Well, if you say so, but it’s good for 
business.” When Kansas governor Samuel Medary vetoed 
the bill prohibiting slavery in Kansas, he, too, argued that it 
would be bad for business, that entrepreneurs might look 
askance at a regime under which “any particular species of 
property or ownership had been prohibited.” Kansas law-
makers, to their everlasting credit, overrode his veto. 
The question before us — in Kansas, in the United States, 
and in much of the world — is whether and under what cir-
cumstances we should legally permit the violent taking of 
the lives of vulnerable human beings at the earliest stages of 
their human development. Governor Kelly et al. are willing 
to abuse the judicial power to undermine the rule of law so 
that such killing may continue to be permitted because, they 
say, prohibiting such killing might be, under some hypothet-
ical circumstance, bad for business. 
There is no reason to doubt Governor Kelly’s sincerity. Her 
allegiance to this brutality is authentic and absolute, as it is 
with millions of Americans. And so, in that sense, her con-
cern is misplaced. 
These are the Dark Ages. 
 
“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you…” Jeremiah 1:5 

Catholic Daughters 
 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas invites all women 
young and old to join us for our first meeting of the year 
on Monday, March 2nd at 7:15 P.M. in Carew Hall, Room 
21. 





 

God has called and gifted you for a mission. When you were baptized, you were given the presence of the 

Holy Spirit and “charisms”, gifts of the Holy Spirit that enable you to be a channel of God’s love, truth, 

beauty, mercy, healing, and provision for others. The charisms that you have been given are important 

clues to your God-given mission in life and Holy Spirit empowered tools to enable you to live it! Join over 

100,000 Catholics around the world who have begun to discern their charisms through the Called & Gift-

ed workshop. 

St Joseph R.C. Church 
45 Church St., Ronkonkoma, NY 11779 

Saturday, June 20, 2020 

Continental Breakfast and Registration begins at 7:45 .Workshop starts promptly at 8:30 am – 4:30 pm followed by 5 pm Mass 

Pre-Registration Only - Limited Space - Enroll Early, Parishioners only may register early for a discount fee of $25.00 

After March 29, 2020, registration will be open to all at a cost of $40.00 ,Fee includes continental breakfast and lunch. 

________________________________________ _________________________________________ 

Name  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Email  (print clearly) ________________________________________________________ 

Address  __________________________________________________________________ 

Cell phone ________________________________ Home phone  _____________________ 

Fee enclosed: $______________  check# __________  credit card #___________  cash__________  



Faced with a Drinking Problem? 

Perhaps 

Alcoholics Anonymous Can Help. 

“Heart of the Lake” - AA Group 

Meets here at St. Josephs R.C. Church 

In the basement of the Rectory (entrance in rear) 

Wednesday Evening @ 7:30 - 8:45 pm  

Saturday Afternoon @ 2:00 - 3:15 pm 

“The Only Requirement for Membership  

Is a desire to stop drinking.” 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service  

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 

 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

St. Regis Council 

Memorial Mass and Communion Breakfast 

Sunday, March 15 

Memorial Mass 9 AM 

Communion Breakfast to follow at St. Regis K of C 

Guest Speaker: Father John M. Lee, CP 

Retreat Director Bishop Molloy Retreat House 
 

Come join us for a Special Sunday Morning During Lent  

All are welcomed 

Proceeds to Benefit St. Joseph Parish 

Donation: Adults $20 Children $5 

Please make checks payable to St. Regis Columbiettes 

For Info: Larry and Vivian McCourt 631-588-2453 

Defensive Driving 
 

The defensive driving course will be 
offered at St. Joseph Church on 
Saturday, February 29, 2020 in Carew 
Hall from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm.  Fee is $45.  
Please call the rectory at 588-8456 to 
reserve your place.  Make checks 
payable to St. Joseph Church. 

ST. REGIS COLUMBIETTES FUNDRAISER 

 

 

 

 

Theatre Three in Port Jefferson 

Sunday, May 17th, Show Starts @3:00 P.M. 

$35.00 Per Ticket, Incls. Show Ticket & 

Pre-Show “Eats” at the 

Knights of Columbus Council 

 across the street from 

St Joseph’s Church @ 12:00PM 

 

For Info and Tickets Call Emily (934)777-1065 

Or Carmela (631)942-1702 (Leave Message) 



Please join us this Lenten season as we continue to explore the call to holiness with 
Bishop Robert Barron’s CATHOLICISM: The Pivotal Players.  This series has been 
created as a tribute to those men and women whose friendship with Christ transformed 
not only their own lives, but also the world. To be holy is to be like Christ. The call to 
holiness is universal, which means that holiness is not meant for only a privileged few, 
but it is the mission towards which all Christ’s disciples should aspire. Those who aspire 
to holiness will become for others a way of knowing Christ, for Christ introduces himself 
to the world, not merely in abstractions or emotions or institutions, but through the 
people he has called to be his friends. The Pivotal Players displays the potential that 
friendship with Christ unleashes in the lives of his disciples. 

ST. FRANCIS of ASSISI, the Reformer, radically and literally lived as Jesus commanded to 

transform the Church. Moderated by Den. Ed Grieb 2/27 and 3/5 

G.K. CHESTERTON, the Evangelist, publicly, humbly, and humorously announced the 

paradoxes and truth of Christianity. Moderated by Den.Mike Devenney 3/12 and 3/19 

ST. CATHERINE of SIENA, the Mystic, gave testimony to the reality of the spiritual 

dimension here and beyond. Moderated by Michele Nappi 3/26 and 4/2 

Journey with us and Bishop Barron to explore the lasting influence of these Pivotal Players.  
 

Thursday’s during Lent 2/27, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19, 3/26 and 4/2 
 

10:00 am in the Fellowship Room Parish Center (lower School) or 

7:00 pm in Carew Hall (lower Church) 

Register by dropping the slip below in the collection basket, or at the Rectory. 

Name  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Email  _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Cell phone ________________________________ Home phone  _____________________ 



 

 

Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th Grade.  
This year's crew plan is jam packed with interest-

ing and fun activities here at St. Joseph's and "off-campus" as 
well.   Come to our meeting and check it out. 

 Visit our next meeting: 

                  Feb. 16, 2020 Tonight 

             e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

What did you do this weekend? 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for 
boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 
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CYO Sport Programs 

http://stjoecyosports.com 

Baseball:    

Intramural (Coed, ages 4-16):      Gene     588-1879 

Travel *  (Boys)       Vinny    521-5544       

Basketball:  

Girls (nusig2002@yahoo.com)      Brittney 445-9099 

Clinic Division (Coed Grades K-2)     Nick  585-7723    

Boys Grades 3-12)                   Vinny  521-5544 

Travel*                        Vinny  521-5544 

Track: (stjoesronktrack@gmail.com)                

Boys & Girls Grades K-8 Tom/Jason     542-2134 

Soccer : 

Intramural Boys & Girls(ages 3-13)    Joe 585-0748 

jcaiolahome@gmail.com 

Travel (LIJSL):                                 Jason  875-5209 

ronkonkomarattlesnakes@gmail.com 

Softball:                                           Dennis  467-6174 

 

Did you know God gives you spiritual gifts to help you to be effective at 
your work and a more effective witness to your faith in the workplace? 
A teaching team from the Catherine of Siena Institute will offer the 
introductory Called & Gifted workshop on Saturday, June 20, 2020, 
from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. If you wonder how you are called to be a 
channel of His love and provision at work or in your community, come 
and begin to discern your unique mission in life. Everyone is invited to 
participate. To register or find out more, see the bulletin or contact 
Michele Nappi @ michele@stjoronk.org. (631) 981-1805. 

Journey with Jesus Present in the Word 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Feb. 16, 2020 
 

Let your ‘Yes’ mean ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No’ mean ‘No.’ 

 

We all have decisions to make in life, and some are more chal-
lenging, important and difficult than others. And, from time-to-
time, we naturally reflect back on whether some of those deci-
sions were correct or not. For example, I would venture to guess 
that many, if not all, the players and coaches on the 2017 Hou-
ston Astro baseball team would like to re-consider a few things. 
But then again, aren’t we all in that situation sometimes. Lucki-
ly, God’s Love dwells deep in each of our hearts to help us in 
our decisions; and His mercy is without limits and always avail-
able for when we are remorseful.  

 

Large or small, important or somewhat less important, Jesus 
wants us to use the truth of His Word and Deed as to help guide 
us as we wrestle with the challenges of life’s decisions. Today’s 
Gospel continues Matthew’s recounting of the Sermon on the 
Mount, laying out Jesus’ vision for how God’s Love in our 
hearts helps us in making decisions. 

  

Jesus himself is the Truth. And even the smallest decisions we 
make, reflects our YES to accept the gift of love we have been 
given, and to say YES to Truth. Accepting and sharing His 
Love, and all the gifts we are given, allows us to grow in our 
individual relationship with God, as well as that equally im-
portant relationship with one another.  

 

mailto:michele@stjoronk.org

