
April 5, 2020   —   Passion Sunday 





Jesus, wash my ugly, dirty, swollen feet, wash all of me 
This story, by Sue Stanton,  appeared in the Aug 26-Sept 8, 2016 print issue of National Catholic Reporter, under 
the  headline: Jesus, wash my ugly, dirty, swollen feet, wash all of me . 

 

Watching my daughter graduate from nursing school, I wonder just how many varied kinds of feet she will wash 
in her new career as a nurse. Toughened up by miles of being walked on, our feet are witness to those barefoot 
times we step into our baby's room to check on them, the shoes we shove them into praying they won't be too 
tight, the sandals, the pedicures, the lotions, the wool socks we knit for them. Our feet show our age, our history, 
even our ancestry, in ways nothing else can. 

I remember thinking of Mary, mother of Jesus, as I glimpsed a pair of sandaled feet across from me in the 
Palestinian line at a checkpoint on the West Bank. The young mother had with her a 4-year-old son, who tugged 
at her hands and long black skirt. 

Her feet were thick with calluses, her sandals durable but worn down in the back where she had to carry large, 
heavy bundles, such as a child in her arms. 

Those powerful words of Jesus ring in my ears: "Whoever does not receive you, nor heed your words, as you go 
out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet." 

Yet shaking dust off is easier said than done. I think of how many times during visits Jesus and Mary had to wash 
their feet upon entering any home. 

The idea of washing feet is a highly charged one throughout history. Because it was considered the filthiest part 
of the body (as well as a metaphor for other body parts), it was the most reviled job of all. 

Jesus teaches that if I do not wash you and your ugly, dirty, barnacle-looking, swollen feet, you have no part with 
me. Can we really accept such a radical concept of service? Accept the entire human body as an altar for service 
with, to and for others? 

This is the time of year when thousands of young people graduate and embark on careers in service to others. 
These others have bodies too -- they are the altars of God, the high places that will be practiced upon. But have 
we as a society encouraged such service? Or have we become so tied up with the idea of financial outcomes, 
winners and losers, that service to others, our communities, our world has become merely a naive concept? 

We already enjoy a present where there is a decrease in scientists, physicians, teachers, nurses, postal workers, 
police officers, farm workers and farm owners. These positions are becoming ever more difficult to fill for any 
number of reasons, as the need grows for quality not quantity. 

Have our children and grandchildren been given examples of public figures who will inspire them to follow, dare 
we say, noble goals? 

Have we raised those minority voices of struggle and achievement, many times doing so through noble goals, to 
the forefront of our awareness where they can actually encourage us? 

Standing in line with a Palestinian woman, I saw my own future as a minority. Here in this world where 
minorities lack rights, I realized that, one day, I'll lack them too. I will be elderly, God willing, and be placed in a 
category. Our bodies will continue to define us, as well as stifle the future, as long as human beings judge one 
another on appearance, actions and the millions of thoughts that come out of them totally unfiltered. 

Mercifully, St. Peter gives us a model answer when he says to Jesus, if you insist on washing my feet, then wash 
all of me as well. It is a commencement speech, however brief, as he pledges his entire self to the service of the 
Lord. The entire body, not just the clean parts but the callused parts, the stupid and foolish parts, the parts that 
will make mistakes and the parts that will reject others and act disgusting -- all are pledged to service. 

How timely that Pope Francis has placed us in this Year of Mercy when our national electoral process looms ever 
closer. We can see and experience actions to others and for others as we journey on foot in the communal life and 
well-being of the church. 

 

 

https://www.ncronline.org/issues/aug-26-sept-8-2016


‘What is the Corona/ Covid-19 Virus Really Teaching us?’ 
 

This reflection was originally credited to Bill Gates, but that has been disputed.  What cannot be disputed is that, 
even if we don’t agree completely with these thoughts, there is some wisdom here: 
 

I’m a strong believer that there is a spiritual purpose behind everything that happens, whether that is 
what we perceive as being good or being bad. As I meditate upon this, I want to share with you what 
I feel the Corona/ Covid-19 virus is really doing to us. 

1) It is reminding us that we are all equal, regardless of our culture, religion, occupation, financial 
situation or how famous we are. This disease treats us all equally, perhaps we should too. 

2) It is reminding us that we are all connected and something that affects one person has an effect on 
another. It is reminding us that the false borders that we have put up have little value as this virus 
does not need a passport. 

3) It is reminding us of how precious our health is and how we have moved to neglect it through 
eating nutrient poor manufactured food and drinking water that is contaminated with chemicals upon 
chemicals. If we don’t look after our health, we will, of course, get sick. 

4) It is reminding us of the shortness of life and of what is most important for us to do, which is to 
help each other, especially those who are old or sick. 

5) It is reminding us of how materialistic our society has become and how, when in times of 
difficulty, we remember that it’s the essentials that we need (food, water, medicine) as opposed to 
the luxuries that we sometimes unnecessarily give value to. 

6) It is reminding us of how important our family and home life is and how much we have neglected 
this. It is forcing us back into our houses so we can rebuild them into our home and to strengthen our 
family unit. 

7) It is reminding us that our true work is not our job, that is what we do, not what we were created 
to do. Our true work is to look after each other, to protect each other and to be of benefit to one 
another. 

8) It is reminding us to keep our egos in check. It is reminding us that no matter how great we think 
we are or how great others think we are, a virus can bring our world to a standstill. 

9) It is reminding us that the power of freewill is in our hands. We can choose to cooperate and help 
each other, to share, to give, to help and to support each other or we can choose to be selfish, to 
hoard, to look after only our self. Indeed, it is difficulties that bring out our true colors. 

10) It is reminding us that we can be patient, or we can panic. We can either understand that this 
type of situation has happened many times before in history and will pass, or we can panic and see it 
as the end of the world and, consequently, cause ourselves more harm than good. 

11) It is reminding us that this can either be an end or a new beginning. This can be a time of 
reflection and understanding, where we learn from our mistakes, or it can be the start of a cycle 
which will continue until we finally learn the lesson we are meant to. 

12) It is reminding us that this Earth is sick. It is reminding us that we need to look at the rate of 
deforestation just as urgently as we look at the speed at which toilet rolls are disappearing off of 
shelves. We are sick because our home is sick. 

13) It is reminding us that after every difficulty, there is always ease. Life is cyclical, and this is just 
a phase in this great cycle. We do not need to panic; this too shall pass. 

14) Whereas many see the Corona/ Covid-19 virus as a great disaster, I prefer to see it as a “great 
corrector”. It is sent to remind us of the important lessons that we seem to have forgotten and it is up 
to us if we will learn them or not. 

Let’s continue to pray for each other 

- Fr Mike 



Pope Francis says: If you can’t go to confession, take your sorrow directly to God 
 

Monday of Holy Week has become a traditional time to celebrate Sacramental Reconciliation.  
We cannot do that this year. What can we do? Listen to what my good friend Pope Francis says: 
 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — People who cannot get to confession because of the coronavirus 
lockdown or another serious reason can go to God directly, be specific about their sins, request 
pardon and experience God’s loving forgiveness, Pope Francis said. 

 
“This is the right time, the opportune moment. An act of contrition done well, and our souls will 
become white like the snow,” the pope said March 20 during his livestreamed morning Mass. 

 
The first reading at Mass March 20 was from Hosea, and it encourages people to return to the 
Lord with all their hearts, recognizing their sins and letting God forgive them, the pope said in 
his homily. 

 
“Return to your father who is waiting for you,” the pope said. “The God of tenderness will heal 
us; he will heal us of the many, many wounds of life and the many ugly things we have done. 
Each of us has our own!” 

 
God welcomes every repentant sinner with open arms, he said. “It’s like going home.” 

 
Lent is a special time “to let God wash us, purify us, to let God embrace us,” the pope said, and 
the best place for that is the confessional. 

 
“But many people today would tell me, ‘Father, where can I find a priest, a confessor, because I 
can’t leave the house? And I want to make peace with the Lord, I want him to embrace me, I 
want the Father’s embrace.'” 

 
The pope said his response would be, “Do what the Catechism (of the Catholic Church) says. It 
is very clear: If you cannot find a priest to confess to, speak directly with God, your father, and 
tell him the truth. Say, ‘Lord, I did this, this, this. Forgive me,’ and ask for pardon with all your 
heart.” 
 
Make an act of contrition, the pope said, and promise God, “‘I will go to confession afterward, 
but forgive me now.’ And immediately you will return to a state of grace with God.” 

 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church, N. 1452, says: “When it arises from a love by which God 
is loved above all else, contrition is called ‘perfect’ — contrition of charity. Such contrition 
remits venial sins; it also obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it 
includes the firm resolution to have recourse to sacramental 
confession as soon as possible.” 

 
“As the catechism teaches,” Pope Francis said, “you can draw 
near to God’s forgiveness without having a priest at hand. 

Think about it. This is the moment.”  



Venturing Events 
In Carew Hall after 5:00 PM Mass 

Venturing is open to men and women age 14 
through 20 who have graduated from 8th Grade.  
This year's crew plan is jam packed with interest-

ing and fun activities here at St. Joseph's and "off-campus" as 
well.   Come to our meeting and check it out. 

 Visit our next meeting: 

             e-mail: Crew272@StJoRonk.org 

      phone: Advisor Mike Keller (631) 872-7675 

Contact us and we’ll invite you 

to an online Zoom Meeting. 

Cub Scout Pack 272 

 Scout Troop 272 

 

St. Joseph’s Cub Scout Pack 272 and  Scout 
Troop 272  
have fun, exciting, educational, character building programs for 
boys and girls, age 7 through 17 (first Grade and up).  

 For more information or to enroll your child, 
 contact Dr. Louis Scotti at 979-0060 

or e-mail JoinScouting@StJoRonk.org. 
 

Pack, Troop, and Crew 272 have 

a YEAR-ROUND scouting program. 

Our scouting programs are currently active using 
online resources and virtual meetings using Zoom. 

Access the contacts above for more information. 

Serving Your Sacramental Needs 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

Celebrated on Sundays at 1:30 PM and on the first 
Saturday of each month. There are no sacramental 
gatherings currently, due to the COVID19 crisis. Parents, 
please call the parish office to speak with a priest.   

The Sacrament of Eucharist 

See front cover for mass times.  If you are sick for an 
extended period of time or are homebound, contact the 
parish office to have someone bring Communion to you. 

The Sacrament of Confirmation 

School aged children can prepare for this Sacrament by 
contacting our Faith Formation Office.  Adults who have 
yet to be Confirmed should contact the Parish Office 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Call the office to make an appointment with a priest. 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 

This Sacrament is for the living.  We celebrate this 
Sacrament each Spring and Fall for those who are 
chronically ill, advanced in age, or who are about to 
undergo surgery or hospitalization.  We can arrange the 
Sacrament at other times by calling the Parish Office. 

Emergencies: Call the office to speak to a priest. 

Nighttime emergencies             (631) 538-7219 

The Sacrament of Matrimony 

Bride or Groom please call the office at least six months 
before your desired wedding date to begin preparations for 
marriage.  Please make contact with the parish before 
making other wedding day plans! 

The Sacrament of Holy Orders 

If you feel called to serve in the church as a priest deacon 
or in consecrated religious life, call the office to speak to 
one of the priests or deacons for guidance. 

Interested in possibly becoming Catholic? 

Contact the rectory to arrange a meeting to discuss your 
questions.  We have classes to help people learn about our faith 
and decide if becoming Catholic is best for you.  This whole 
process of inquiry and potential conversion is called RCIA—The 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

We will respect your personal journey with God! 

Sick Prayer List 
 

The Sick Prayer List will be updated  and will appear in the bul-
letin when space provides each month. It will still remain in the 
book on the altar in church. The list is getting too long and some 
people are thankfully not sick anymore that should be removed.. 
So please if you would like a name on it send it in or call the 
rectory so a new list can be started for the beginning of April 
The names will appear for 4 months and then a new list will start 
again unless you renew it. 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

__________________________________ 
Name, Rank and Branch of Service 

______________________________ ____________________ 
      Person making this request                                   Relationship to Soldier 

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
___________________________________ 

Name of person who is ill 

 _____________________________   _________________________ 
         Person making this request:                            Relationship to ill person  

(Friends can be placed on the silent prayer list only) 

“The most beautiful experience, however, is discovering how ,any 
different charisms there are, and with how many gifts of the Spirit the 
Father fills His Church.” - Pope Francis Come learn about your 
personal vocation: your place in the Church’s mission to the world, 
and about the charisms God gives to help you fulfill that mission. A 
teaching team from the Catherine of Siena Institute will offer the 
introductory Called & Gifted workshop on Saturday, June 20, 2020, 
from 8:30  am to 4:30 pm. Everyone is invited to participate. The cost 
of the workshop is $25 per person for parishioners (discounted) & 
$40 per person for no-parishioners. To register or find out more, see 
the bulletin or contact Michele Nappi - michele@stjoronk.org 
(631)981-1805. 


